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CS:

You came from the Netherlands right?

AC:

No.

CS:

No from Denmark?

AC:

Yes

CS:

When you came from Denmark did you go to New York?

AC:

We landed in New York, we were out on sea 12 days and I went to the State of Nebraska.

CS:

So, from New York you went to Nebraska?

AC:

Yes.

CS :

What was it like comi ng from Denmark, were you kind of scared? How old were you?

AC:

I was 9.

CS:

You were 9. When you came to New York how was it different from Denmark?

AC:

Well, First that you can't tell so much different because in Copenhagen they had
buildings, and when we came into New York they had buildings. But I did go to Ellis
Island and that's well all Florence's...

FC:

The immigration center.

CS:

Oh, Okay. My grandma was saying that you have a plaque their dedicated to you.

AC:

Yes.

CS:

How did that happen?

AC:

Florence's kids and thcy got Darlcen and Jim on it too.

FC:

When they were putting up that, redoin g thc buildi ng they hav e somc sort of a wall or
whatever that's got all the names on it all of the people that have imm igrated .

AC:

You ean go get that Mother. (referring to pictures of Ellis Island.)

CS:

How come you came to New York? What made you and your fami ly decided to move
from Denmark to New York?

AC:

My mother had a brother home on a vacation because he had just lost his wife and it
bothered him so much that his wife's family told him, Pete, take a vacation and so they
took care of his fann and everything. He came and then my dad was alread y had his
cancer and he knew about Minnesota. That big hospital over the re.

CS:

What is it called?

AC:

Mot her knows the name of that, but I can't remember names very wel l.

CS:

I know whic h one you are talking about.

AC :

Yeah.

CS:

So you came here because you were coming on vacat ion?

AC:

No, No, No, No, we were going to stay here.

CS:

Oh you had plans to stay here. Oh, your dad was going to the hospital

AC :

Well not ju st then, it's the Mayo Clinic.

CS :

Yes, that's it.

FC :

(brings pictures of Ellis Island to Share) That is Elis Island. One of them is the entra nce
way.

CS:

Have you been back to Ellis Island since you were there when you first came here'?

AC:

No, I have not. I have gone to Denmark twice, I went in '67 and there was a...
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FC :

o of you

AC :

There wa s 3 of us 2 brothers and my sister and the ir famili es. There was six

FC:

Gerda, and her husband and son.

CS:

Okay.

Fe :

Gu nner and his son Gordy, at that time they were 67 sec they were not that old and then

or us,

their was Arne so all together there was six.

es:

That went back to Denmark?

FC:

Yea h, in '67.

CS:

Wow .

AC :

And the second time we went in the, '60 no, no , no, '82. Florence and I and my son Jim, I
don't know if you met him, and a Darleen, my daughter and Linda.

cs:

All of you went back to Denmark in '82'1

AC :

Yeah, yep.

CS:

How did that make you feci going back and seeing what you left and what you have now'!
Did it just rea lly make you rea lize a lot of things about leaving Denmark?

AC :

No, I don't like Den mark.

CS :

You don't like Den mark?

AC :

No.

CS:

Why don't you like it?

AC:

Well, like for instance I've gone over there tw ice and I have seen I bet I had a 100 cousins
over there and the y had big part ies but they neve r introduce anybody.

CS:

So they are not very friendly?
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AC :

No , 1...

Fe :

We ll yes, they arc friendly, b ut they j ust don't seem to intro duce peop le because when you
ask them they know who you arc, but you do n't reall y kno w who they arc .

AC:

So, No I didn't get quite as much out of my 2 trips I made that I should have, to my
estimatio n. So I tol d Florence she' d like to go over there again, well she has been in
Denmark twice.

FC:

I've bee n thei r tw ice too.

AC :

She trave led by hersel f, see you were in Chicago what year was that?

FC :

'71.

AC :

Yeah, '71.

CS:

Did you have any co ncerns abo ut leaving Den mark ? Wh en you and your family decided
to co me to the Un ited States? Did you have any worries or concerns?

AC :

No, no .

CS :

No .

AC :

I never, we ll I was on ly 9.

CS :

That' s tru e. Did you speak English?

AC :

No, No.

es:

No . Was that hard the language barrier w hen you first starte d?

AC:

Ycah, I think so, we ll I had bee n in schoo l and that, well my bad thing was the letters. I
co uldn't ge t away from the Danish sounds . We were only in Neb raska ...

FC :

About a year and half.

AC :

About a year and a half and my mother co u ld not han d le the heat. Nebraska is a lot hotter
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place in the summer time than we arc.

cs.

Oh yes.

AC:

So my dad wouldn't have that. Even as poorly as he felt, He come to Michigan, he
traveled to Michigan by himsc1ft hat fall before we came in March. So he liked it here and
everything. It was a funny thing, we landed at the farm we bought out in south of Custer
and on the 12th of March 1923 and on the 12th of March 1924 he passed away.

CS:

Oh okay. What made your dad decide to go to Michigan? Did he just hear about it?

AC:

Well he ah, Yeah, they read ...

FC:

Cause they couldn't stand the heat, He had advertisement when to Michigan because it is
like the part of Denmark that they come from. They are they part that is joined to the rest
of Europe. This is the part they come in is not the island, surrounded by water all around
like this. Just the bottom halfis so its when Michigan was more like it looked like in
Denmark.

CS:

Oh, Okay. How did your dad get from where he was to Michigan? How did he travel
there?

AC:

Well a.. .

FC:

Probably train wasn't it?

CS:

By train?

AC:

He could have. I don't know.

FC:

You didn't have busses them days, it had to be train.

AC:

Or Dying, but, he wasn't close.

FC:

They didn't f ly Arne. They didn't have, in 1924 there was no...
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CS:

No planes baek then.

Fe :

There was pla nes bu t not commercial. Planes come out of WWI and the re really wasn't
that many yet. All I can remember we used to run outside when you saw a plane. Oh there
is a plane you know . It was something we didn't see to ofienjust like when the cars com e
alon g. Even in 1917 there wasn't that man y cars.

C'S:

Did you own a car?

AC:

Oh, yes, not me but. My dad did, yes. He owned one in Nebraska. It was quite a, that was
a Ford and the gas tank was right ahead of the, when you arc sitti ng ya know out there and

_ _ _ _ _ _ " We lived right by a big hill, tall hill. I can rememb er I was 9 years old I
cou ld run pretty good. So when we had to go to town I had to walk up the hill, because
my dad hadn't hand led the car that muc h you know. He didn't wa nt to cause any troubl e
for anybody so he sent his son up ahead, and I stopped the tra ffic
CS:

Ohwow!

AC:

[ told him that my dad was

FC:

The y had to back up see because the gas tank was in the front and it you didn't have too
much gas the gas

CS:

Oh my goodness!

AC:

Yep, The motor couldn't be up here.

CS:

Oh my gosh. How did you get, did they have gas stations where you we nt and got gas?

FC:

Oh yeah.

AC:

Oh yeah.

CS :

Do you reme mber how much it costs?
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AC:

No, no.

Fe :

Couldn't have been very much.

CS:

It's not S2.00 a gallon like it can be now!

Fe :

Heck no. It go t to be about 5.30 a gallo n that seemed like it was high. You must have
been able to buy gas for abo ut S. 15 to S.20 cents.

AC:

My uncle pulled a nice one on me, when we went out to Nebraska in 1940. See in '23 we
went but in 1940 I took my mother out there and showed them that and when we were
going to town I can't remember which day or anything but. I told them I had to have gas. I

should have got it befo re I come out there. he says that's alright. He says I'll show you to

the gas station. He says what kind of money have you got? I said I am sorry Pete, All I got
is a 520.00 bill. You know I had more than that but that was the smallest so he pulled a

stunt on me. Out there they had a lot of silver dollars. What ever my gas came, I don't
know $5.00 or what, but ha ha ha 15 silver dollars in chan ge.
CS:

Oh my goodness !

AC:

He was a fun guy, that Uncle Pete.

FC:

Yeah, I like him

AC:

Yes, yeah that's right you remember him.

CS:

What were your first impressions of Custer? What did you think about Custer?

AC:

Well...

FC:

They didn't live right in Custer, they lived out on Conrad Road.

CS:

Oh, Okay, yeah.

AC:

Yea, we lived on Conra d Road. We lived what ever it was from Custer about 2.5 miles I

7

think or 3 something like that.
CS:

Something like that

AC:

Or three someth ing like that. And then the Conrad Road and then I had to walk a mile on
Conrad Road.

FC:

Did you tell him that your first house in Custer when you came was a log cabin?

AC:

Yeah.

CS:

Your first house was a log cabin? Did it have electricity and things like that?

AC:

No.

CS:

No? Did it have like an outhouse? Or did you have to outside to go to the bathroom.

AC:

Yes.

FC:

Yes.

DC:

You had to go outside to go to the bathroom? How many people lived in your house?
Your log cabin?

AC:

We had 5 kids.

CS :

Lets see, Ray was born out in Nebraska.

AC:

So that would be 7 of us.

CS:

How many rooms did it have do you remember?

AC:

No, I can't remember, I remember I didn't like the...

FC:

I know they slept in the loft, I know you told about that, sleeping in the loft and it was
March and the snow came through the cracks and. ..

CS:

Oh my goodness.

Fe :

A lot of times they had snow on your blankets when you woke up in the morning.
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CS :

So it was cold and small?

FC:

You must have had bedroom down stairs , and a kitc hen and a Jiving room at least.

CS:

Yep.

AC :

My dad was a brick layer by trade and he built the place it was all woodwork and Nelse
helped him. Did you ever know him?

CS :

I think I met him a couple of time befo re he passed away.

FC :

You must have.

CS:

Yep. Did you ha ve any j obs when you first moved to the Scotville area?

AC :

Yes.

CS:

What were they?

AC :

Well my father passed awa y in j ust exactl y a year and then we moved May 1st of 1924 we
moved into Scotville, and those people were so nice. They knew that mother had children
and a so I had a paper route, and I cut lawns and I raked and they kept me busy them
rascals.

CS:

Good.

AC:

The only thing that is so tough is that I can remember when you are a paper boy them
people, I can reme mber when the paper came in so that through the night I had to sort the
papers and I had a key to the drug store and they had the news boys out there and I had to
have that pap er there or them boys or them peop le give you heck.

CS:

I am sure they still do now!

AC:

Yep.

CS:

What oth er kind ofjobs did you have after that? When you got older?

9

AC:

Oh, lets see. I worked at the A and PT company. that was a big store, and I worked there
from the time I was I guess 14 and I couldn't clerk until I was 16. So I was stock boy and
like a...

CS:

Yep. And so when you were sixtee n you got to be a clerk there?

AC:

Yes.

CS:

And then what did you do after that'!

AC:

I had a terrible job .

CS:

Uh oh, What is il'?

AC:

Well Florence's first, well she married my cousin

FC:

Yea. but you worked at Stokley's a little bit growing up to.

AC:

Oh yeah.

FC:

At the plant he worked at that. \Vell you were what 25 when Augie and you went in to
business? They had a kid. Charlie's bar in Scotville is were they worked and they lived
upstairs. li e was married and he moved upstairs and when he moved out we moved in.

CS:

All right. When you carne from Denmark what were some o f the problems that you faced
living in the United States?

AC:

Well language.

CS:

Yep the language.

AC:

The language that's a big one.

CS:

When did you learn to speak English?

FC:

You must have started right away you had to.

AC:

Yeah I had to. Yeah I went to school there.
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Fe :

Did you tell them you lived on a farm and you rode a horse 8 miles to schoo l.

CS :

The schoo ls were taught in all English?

AC:

Oh yes.

CS:

Did you go to schoo l with oth er immigrants or just American children?

AC:

Well they were Am erican children but there were some that had the same probl em as I
did.

CS :

Did they have people that wou ld help you learn English?

AC :

Oh yes, Oh yeah, ha ha. When we in Scotville we had a well it was a centennial year the
Scotville High Schoo l made a welcome to all of us no matter where we werc in the
United States to come back there for that. A neighbo r girl, she was in the 8th grade when
I cam e and a we had can you imagine a teacher havin g 54 students?

CS:

Oh my goodness!

AC:

Yeah and a so the 8th grade girls they would help us, and this Doris Thompson she
look ed for me all the time and all of the sudden she co me to me and she says I got to
have to have a talk with you. She said do you remem ber me? And I said yes. And so she
said you were such a good stud ent you wa nted to learn in the worst way ya know . She
said in readi ng she says is whe re I can remember real good that when yo u first started yo u
know, you learn ed the Ameri can letters but you still pronounced every word with the
sound of the Danish letters . She says ha ha ha you were such a good boy. well I was just
old enough do n't you think?

CS:

Yeah.

AC :

That I wa nted to really learn , I didn't not want to be a foreigner.
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CS :

No, what othe r problems did you have besides the language? Where there lots of peo ple
that were prejudiced against peop le from foreign countries coming to the United States?

AC :

Yes.

CS :

Where there a lot of them , or just a cou ple?

FC:

No, there wasn't that many.

AC :

Well no, they weren't nice even when J was in high school. That was when I was ajunior
so I must have been, 19 or so. So the teacher asked me to stay after class ya know. She
talked to me and she says you are a very good student. But there is somethi ngs that you
will not answer. and I said J can't. and she says Why? Well J amjust telling you this, I
don't want everybody to know abou t this in school she said I wou ldn't give anythi ng.
Well I am a foreigner. r am not a United States citizen I can not take that out until I am
21. So them que stion s that I don't answer is related to foreigners.

CS:

Yep.

AC :

And J have so many o f my classmates they are nice people I don't give them heck or
anything for it but, a r don't want to answe r the question because them dam foreigners.

CS :

Yep. Was there any problems besides the language and people being prej udiced? Was it
hard to adjust yourscl f to live in the United States?

AC :

Nope , No, I had 10, I did.

CS:

Good.

AC :

I liked it here.

CS:

Was it easy to meet new peopl e and make new friends ?

AC:

Yea, they were good to me. Even some of the, like when I moved in to Scotville lets see
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what was I then? 11, Yeah, I was 11 and all the boys in there had to try me out. They
wanted to lick me you know . And a young fella he graduated from Ludington High
Schoo l here he was at Scotville. He always took good care of me. He says a ha ha ha He
says that isn't right of them boys.
CS:

Nope. Was it easy for your other family members to make friends? Like your mom, was it
easy for her?

AC:

Oh yes, the people were so good to her.

FC:

There were a lot of Danish families around. When they moved into Custer there was the
Fonespeeks out there and Anderson's you know like Kathy, Lance's wife's mother.

CS:

Yeah.

FC:

She lived out there she was j ust a kid too, and they had just come from Nebraska and they
all talked Danish and there was a lot of Danish families around.

CS:

When you came from Denmark did a lot of people kind of stick together like did your
family go with other famil ies in the area'!

FC:

Yeah they did.

CS:

They all kind of stuck together?

FC:

Yeah because like the Danes there was a lot of Danes right here in Ludington and they
kind of went together. You mixed with other people but your social life was more or less
in your own nationa lity.

CS:

Okay.

FC:

You find that the fourth ward, lots of Danes in the fourth ward, and lots of Poles.

CS:

Okay. When you were in Denmark, you probably had a speci fic way of life and different
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traditions that you upheld when you came to the United States did you bring any of those
trad itions with you? Or did you start over completely?
FC:

No. you brought some of your traditi ons with you, like your coo king , and you r Danish
cooking.

AC:

And when my let' s see I had 5 no probab ly not only 4 of them , no, no, I had 5
grandchildren and they wanted wooden shoes. If it hadn't been for the six of us going over
there I wou ld have never got them over here. I could have shipped them over but I boug ht
them each a pair.

CS:

How was the food different from Denmark to the United States? Was it hard to get used
to the new food that they ate?

AC:

No. no but you don't like that camb ial they make from Milk?

FC:

No. I didn 't like that it was like a, they make it like from milk when the milk is separated
its kind of sour milk, like butter milk, they make like a, it's kind of thick. like a soup
almost and it is thick and they put a little sugar on and a little cream on top, sweet cream .
I didn't like that. I ate one dish of it, and they wanted to know if I want ed some more and I
said Oh no ! No I don't think I do. There were a few things that were di fferent. They make
like a soup. It is like chicken broth and they put little meatballs like this in it and then
they put dumplings. They cou ld buy that commercially so the du mpl ings were like that
(larger) When my niece mad e them over there. they were j ust little bitt y things.

CS:

Small. Was that the only traditions that you brough t over, was the food? Did you have
any family tradit ions that you brought with you?

FC:

Well your Christmas celebrations were a little different

14

AC:

I know it.

CS:

How arc they differe nt?

FC:

They had certain foods that they fixed at Christmas. Your grandma fixes a few of them
right now. There is the red cabbage.

CS:

So the red cabbage is a Danish tradition?

FC:

Wcll, It is a European tradition.

AC:

That's where we learned it.

FC:

Thcy had a pudding that they make and they put in it, what is it that they put in it? A
thimble, or nut or what it is that they put in that custard like thing that they make?

AC:

They have that kind of soup that you are taking about it made in the one.. .

FC:

That isn't a soup isn't it like a pudding? It's like a pudding and they put what is it that they
put in it, and almond or what?

AC:

Yeah, and almond.

CS:

An almond.

AC:

One, and who ever gets that has a certain gin that they give you that time.

CS:

Oh wow! Did you get presents and everything when you were in Denmark, like the
presents that you would get here in thc United States?

AC:

I can't remember.

FC:

You probably got a gift for Christmas.

CS:

What were the most difficult adjustments that you had to make coming to the United
States?

AC:

Language.
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CS :

The Language?

FC:

The language mostly.

CS:

Definitely, I know hard it is for me to speak a different language and I could never go to a
foreign country and speak their language. I give you lots of credit for that.

FC:

Well there's peo ple over there, when I was there, there was a lady there from Germany,
my sister and law's neighbor and she spoke French, well natu rally German, because that
was her nat ive language, she spoke Danish, she taught German in a Danish school and
she spoke very good English.

CS:

Wow ,

FC:

She spoke 4 languages and there is a lot of people over there that speak at least 2
languages, some speak 3 or 4.

CS:

How did they learn to speak all these different languages?

FC:

They teach it in the schoo ls, I suppose . We used to teach Latin, Latin of course is a dead
language but they used to speak French and Germa n in our high school right here. When I
was still in school I took French, I had 2 years of it too. But German, they quit teaching
Gennan after WW I.

CS:

Okay,

FC:

They didn't start teaching it again until the 30's my cousin took Germ an. Of course now
they teach Spanis h, because there is so much Spanish around here. I don't even think they
teach German in school anymore.

CS:

I don't think they do. I know they do at Hope, but they teach a variety of different
languages like Japa nese and all that stuff, but I don't think they do in the high school
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anymore.

FC:

No, that's too bad.

CS:

Do you think that they should be teaching these different languages in high school.

FC:

I don't know why they shouldn't although. English is required over in Europe.

CS:

Dh, okay

FC:

That is the language that you have to take. You learn English over there, because English
a universal language.

CS:

Yes.

FC:

So English is required a lot of them kids, when I was there the first time Uda, my one
niece could speak English. Karen knew the words but she was afraid to use them. When I
went to my other sister in law's her grandson spoke English so he would ask me
questions in English and then translate it to them. Just about everybody now adays are
leamin g to speak English. I think English is required. Then they might speak German, I
know when we went to that one, Nelsena's or that one that was here Stena here several
years ago she took me out to where, it used to be her farm but her husband' s nephew had
bought it and when we walked in she asked him in Danish if he spoke English and he said
No, but he spoke German. Well I didn't but his wife spoke English. They do, I think they
do use the two languages and Norwegian and Danish is so much a like that that's not hard.
Swedes can speak it but they have an accent but they don't want to.

CS:

Well do you think it was easier for you to speak English or understand English? Could
you pick up what the natives were saying? Or was it kind of hard for you to both speak
and understand'!
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FC:

r think at first it must have been hard,

AC:

Yeah.

Fe :

You didn't know, oh don't you remember you went to school and your mother, and when
you come home your mother said what did you learn son, and you says I don't know he
said 1didn't know anything they said.

CS:

I do a fi eld placement in Holland where I go to a school district and I kind of observe and
do some teaching and stuff. There is a little girl in the class and she only speaks Spanish
and she doesn't understand a word of English. So I see her sitting in the classroom and I
know she doesn't understand things is that kind of how you felt? Like sitting there j ust ya
know not...

FC:

I would think he had to.

AC:

Maybe I did, I don't no. I can't remember.

FC:

Well if you didn't understand it you didn't know what they were talking about. There
wasn't much you could do was there? At first?

AC:

No, no.

CS:

But there were people in the school that cou ld help you learn English.

AC:

Oh yeah, they were very good to me.

CS :

When you came, when you first got to New York did you have to like check in with
certain people and say this is my name I am from Denmark, 1 don't speak English and that
kind of thing? Did you have to like check into a certain place and sign papers?

AC:

We did, and we spent the whole day there.

FC:

I think they had interpreters.
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CS:

Okay.

AC:

Yeah, yep.

Fe:

And naturally the kids wouldn't answer the que stions the parents would .

AC:

Well I think my dad and mother done all that part for us.

Fe :

Y cah, but your uncle was with you and he co uld help you cou ldn't he?

AC :

Why certa inly. He did to. He was very good to us.

es:

Good, was it harder to find j obs and places to go to schoo l because you didn't speak

English? Or do you think it was just
AC:

Weill was only 9 years old, so I really don't think I had that, I did n't have any job.

CS:

That's true. Okay.

Ae :

The only thing when we came to Michigan, we didn't have a re frigerator, so I had to walk
into Custer every other day for the perishable things and also all the groceries. I bought all

the groceries. well my mother and dad wrote it down and so I went in there and those
people were so nice. I used to like Custer so much better than Scatville for a long. long
time. It was because the people there were so good to me.
CS :

What made you decide to stay in the Custer, Scotville, Ludington area instead of moving
someplace like Califo rnia. or Was hington or someplace like that?

FC:

I wou ld say money.

AC:

Well my dad had done that. and he took the Danish Paper the Pueneer and so he read that
and lots of the thin gs for sale you know were in there and 1 think that is where dad got
that.

CS:

The idea to stay in the area?

19

AC:

Yeah.

Fe :

Well let' s put it this way, they had enough money when they came to the United States,
they rented the farm . They did have some money but after, sec he had to go to Mayo, and
after they moved here they went to Ann Arbor and was that was taking their mone y so
they didn't have much mo ney left.

CS :

Okay.

AC:

One thing that was real nice. We lived in that fanning area and all them fanners when dad

died, went over to the guy that owned that farm and he made, they made him give mother
some money back so she cou ld at least get into Scotv ille and get started.
CS:

So after your dad died you moved into the city more?

AC:

Ycah, about six weeks later. He died on the 1z" of Marc h, and his funeral was on the

ts"

and May 1st we moved into Scotville.
CS:

Okay

AC:

So that is about six weeks.

CS:

It was easier to get around in the city.

AC:

Oh yea, we co uld walk there.

FC:

Mother had to make a living so she did house work and took in was hings.

CS:

Okay, She washed clothes? Did she go around to the different houses and pick up their
cloth es or did they drop them off.

AC:

No, we did that.

CS:

You did that? Okay.

AC:

Yeah.
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FC:

They brought the clothes in to like a bin and she did the washing at home you know. She
did the wo rk at home. She had several doctors that she cleaned for.

es:

Okay, where there doctors in this area that you attended regularly? I know that you go to a
doctor regularly now did you do the same thing back then?

AC :

One of them doctors he doctored in Custer that took care of my dad, and when he died he
came and gave my mother all the recor ds and they were all pa id.

FC:

Now what was that do ctor ' s name, he moved into Scotville later on'?

AC:

Yeah.

FC:

It wasn't Dr. Dogood.

AC:

Nope.

Fe:

I can't think of his name, he doctored, he moved into that house right next to a where
Gaze lle's hair place is.

CS:

Oh yeah.

Fe:

The hou se ju st to the cast of that. I can't think of his name.

AC:

I can't either.

Fe :

He was still doctoring when he moved to Scotville.

AC :

I do n't think he doctored in Scotvi llc, see we already had 2 doct ors . Dr Hunt and Dr.
Spcnso r. I can't even think of that man' s name.

Fe :

I j ust can't remember his name, it will come to me one of these times when I think about
it, ha ha ha

CS:

ha ha ha Yep, that always happens. How has the Scot ville community changed and the
Ludin gton area changed from whe n you were a youn g boy to now? How has it changed?
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AC:

Well, Scotville used to have, business wise Scotvillc used to have so much more. You
know the business in Scotville that was there when I lived there.

FC:

There was several feed stores, there was more automobile dealers. there were a couple of
millers that ground flower and grain, there were more stores. There was a shoe store, and
several dress shops. It really had everything that you needed .

CS :

That you needed in that area. Now a lot of people that live in Scotville now make several
trips to Ludington and things like that. Did you do that, did you come to Ludington ollen?

AC:

No, we never had a car.

FC:

They did have a car, so they didn't get a car until Arne was what were you out of high
school when you got your first car?

AC:

yes I, I graduated in June. and I bought my first car. That was really something. I worked
for the A & P company, and the Ford salesman. I had to walk buy there when I had to go
home for dinn er you know and that and when I got out so one day when he came out he
said could I show you something, and he says I got a Model A car there that would make
a nice car for you for the first one so when he went in and make the arrangements it was

$150.00. He says now, well my mother had done the laundry for him, so he knew that
and everything and he said I don't want to take any money away from you and I don't
want you to owe that because that is a bad feeling when you owe money to somebody.
CS:

Yes!

AC:

So can you spare, I was getting S13.00 a week and he says can you spare S2.00 a week?
And I said Yes, so you see that was 75 weeks I took that and when you know I got that
paid I just thought that was something. Well I was so glad because I could help my
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mother a little more. I never had any money left because well I had 4 kids younger than
me. I was the oldest.
CS:

So you helped your mom support your family.

AC:

I remember when I graduated from high school I was 20 years old on a Monday, and I
graduated that Thursday. So I was only about 5 days I was 20 ya know. I kind of had a
girlfriend that really not but it was so when I took her home that night, she wanted to be
with me my senior year she says I'd like to get married but I'd like to have the privilege of
going to school. I'd like to graduate,

CS:

Did a lot o f people get married when they were in high school?

AC:

No, no, no, no. That less than they do now. There was less money, but I never answered
her or nothing. But I've knO\\TI her but she lives in Florida right now.

CS:

She lives right in this apartment complex?

FC:

No, yes now she docs. I tell you who she was. She was Kathy's, Lance's Kathy's mother,

CS:

Oh! Okay. Wow. Did a lot of people go on to college after high school?

AC:

No, well not a lot but there was.

FC:

There was some people that went but not that many.

CS :

Why do you think they didn't go?

FC:

Money.

AC:

I don't think there was a demand for the. you see there is quite a demand for college
students now.

FC:

When he got out of high school we were in the Depression.

CS:

Okay.
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FC:

People d idn't have, banks that closed, what money he'd saved was tied up ya know. So we
cou ldn't go to co llege becau se we didn't have the money. It was depression time, there
was no jobs. I know my dad didn't even have a job.

AC:

No, I had my mon ey. I had quit a littl e money saved then and when I got married.

Fe :

What yo u had saved would have taken you to college then, but it wouldn't even begin to
start in these days.

AC:

I o nly had S1700.00

Fe :

Then it d idn't cost you S200.00 a yea r ya know to go to college. But now what does it
cost.

CS:

A lot.

Fe :

About 4 o r 5 thou sand a year?

CS:

Hope is about 20 thousand a year.

FC:

A year?

CS :

Ycs ha ha.

fe :

Oh my lord. How do you do it?

CS :

I don't know there is lots of programs now out there like financial aid and scho larships
and things that you probably didn't have then, like the gove rnment probably give s money
to students.

AC:

We il l had a scho larship because I was goin g to the University of Michigan . I was a pretty
fair baseball player and they wanted me to come there.

CS:

How o ld were you went to college?

AC:

Oh , I d idn't go?
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cs :

Oh, you didn't go,

AC:

No, my money was just all. I think it was that fall wasn't it?

Fe:

No, the market crash was in 1929, you graduated in '32. We didn't corne out of the

Depression until. We started to come out of the Depression close to WWI.
CS :

Oh, okay

Fe:

Mo ney was tight.

CS :

Do you think being an immigrant that it was harder for you to go on to co llege, if you did
wa nt to go or do you think you had the same opportunities that Americans had?

AC:

I would say I had the same opportunities.

CS :

Good .

AC;

\Vell they were good, they come to my house and checked on me and everything. I played
baseball until Augic died you know , and I was dating you a little bit and a...

Fe :

That was almost 16 years.

AC :

Yeah , and the Op timist, I still belong to the Optimist and I did then .

es:

How did you get to become a member of the Optimist?

AC:

Weil l like what they have do ne, and I still like it. I still belong and they we ll heck they
raised as much as 50 thousand a year, and they disperse all that, so they help the schools.

FC:

They help the schoo ls, they help youth let's put it that way, they wo rk mostly for youth.

CS:

What other co mmunity things were you involved in besides the optimist?

FC:

He was a city commissioner.

(end of side A, beginning of side B)
AC:

Your grandpa Ralph, he always wa nted the mon ey. He didn't want retirement mone y so
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he got different retirement money that what Ralph got you know and so Bertha thought
that was terrible. Everybody should be alike. I said you could be. J said Curley I was city
commissioner in Scotville for 6 years and that is not a very big town . When anybody
wanted anything I learned that the first year I was there if they give me heck for not
having something I said put that on the ballot and you get some money for it and you will
get it, because each one of us comm issioners, see we didn't have a city manager we were
chairmen of a board that done all that work and so.
CS:

How old were you when you were the city commissioner?

AC:

Oh, let' s sec. I think I started in '46

CS:

In 1946 you started the commissioner? What other things were you involved in.
community wise, like the commissione r and the Optimist did you have any other
activities that you did?

AC :

Well I you know, Scotv ille has a flag service and when I was there we had as much as 60
members of course there isn't that many businesses now, and I took care of that for many,
many, many years. I got to be citizen of the year, What year was that, was that in '93.

FC:

'93

AC:

Yeah '93 and I can remember your Uncle Pete. he's kind of a tough guy .

CS:

Yes

AC:

But he is just as soft. We were coming there in the parade and you know they have a
harvest festival there in Scotville and we were riding that. and he says and he started
crying and he says that is my dad and mother there. Ha ha ha.

CS :

Good, do you think, I think that is an amazing accomplishment. Did you find that being
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the Citizen of the year a way oflife for you, like you didn't rea lly do anything different
that you hadn't do ne before to become the citizen of the year but do you think that is an
accompli shment for you because you carne from Denmark and you weren't?
AC:

I don 't thi nk so, I do n't think the foreign part had anything to do w ith it. Do you think so?

CS:

No,

AC:

It is what I'd done here in the United States.

CS:

Goo d. Now you mentioned earlie r that you could become a citize n when you we re 21.
What proc ess did you have to do to become a citize n?

AC :

Well I had to learn what all the gove rnme nt, how the United States make a law and I do n't
eve n remem ber tha t stuff anymore, but I did then and we were 9 peopl e that day that
becam e citizens. I remember Judge Nie1 looked over and saw us and I was on ly 21 years
o ld you know. When he aske d me some thing and I to ld him, he says Arne, I don't even
know that myse lf. I know that it is done and it has got to be done and I don't know that.
So he says I am not go ing to spend anymore tim e on you, you're a good boy. I had two
peop le stand up for me, yo u know yo u got to have that. The j udge asked if he wo uld be a
good citizen and they said both Andrew Fone sbeck was one and Ed Anderson was the
other one and they said yes.

CS :

So, you had to stan d up in front of a j udge with the two people that you came with. Did
the j udge ask you the questions or did you have to take a test?

AC:

Oh, no, the judge asked me ques tions.

CS:

What kind of questions did he ask?

AC :

Well...
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cs:

About the law

AC:

About the United States laws yeah.

CS:

Did you have to be ab le to speak perfect English at that time?

AC:

Weil l must have, because I came out of high school. I will say this much that children

both Nebraska and here did not criticize your for not speaking. you know.
CS:

Ycs, Now I know that you go to Bethany Lutheran Church here. so your religio us
a ffiliation would be Lutheran . What type ofrcl igious affiliation did you have when you
when you were in Denmark?

AC:

Same, Lutheran.

CS:

The same, was all of Denmark Lutheran, or there were different affiliations.

AC:

No, Prctty much, there was Catholic. I don't think there was as many Catholics now as
there was.

Fe :

The state religion was Lutheran, They don't pay into the churc h like we do , they take it
o ut of their taxes.

AC:

They tax them though, so you do n't have no cho ice here you pay whet her you are going
to church or not.

CS:

So you really didn't have to, so when you ca me to the United States yo u really d idn't have
to choose a d ifferent Religion to fo llow .

AC:

No, they don 't requi re that, no.

CS:

And what made you choose to become a member of this spec ific ch urches that yo u have
been member off is it j ust because of their affi liation with the Lutheran ch urch or?

AC:

I like it. I still like our service.
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FC:

Well they didn't have a Danish Lutheran, see when they eame they still used the Danish
language for their services. So whoever was pastor of the church spoke Danish.

AC:

Can you remember when we were married? (speaking of his first marriage)

FC:

Yes. I remember.

AC :

She stood up for us you know, and the minister. I couldn't go to the church to ask these
questions so I, Yeah I was in, no I wasn't' it.

Fe:

You couldn't get married in the church because your wife was a divorcee .

AC:

But he said Well he didn't tell me that right away, but he could n't marry me, so I said
that's alright I've been a Christian ever since I was a little boy and I am still going to be a
Christian no matter where I get married. He said will you wait a minute. And he said I'm
going to write down some thing and get permission from the ones that are on the board.

FC:

You know the council in the church.

AC:

So he carne with that and he said I can't marry you in the church but I can marry you in
the parish. so I said well if you couldn't it wouldn't make any difference to me I'm always
going to be a Christian. So he married us.

CS:

In the parish?

AC:

No, Yeah, In the Parish. Yeah, he couldn't marry us in the church.

CS:

Good, I know not like Ludington necessarily because I don't think there are a lot of newer
immigrants here. I know in the Holland area it is becoming more culturally diverse, Do
you like to see people from other countries settle in this area? Is it kind of discouraging?

AC:

No, I've never actually got acquainted with anybody that. I have j ust lost one o f my best
friends, he passed away, I've known him all that time, and it's got to go. You know it's...
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CS:

Yep, do you have anyone that you still affiliate with that came from Denmark that is now
in the United States?

AC:

Oh, Yeah. this man was.

es:

Oh he was .

AC:

But he went to his folks went to South Dakota and then he came here because he had an
uncle that lived here and he belonged to our church too, have you ever been out to that
church that is affiliated with that Mimi has to make trips to?

FC:

Trinity Lutheran out in Victory Tow nship

CS:

Oh, I've never been there but I have heard of it. That is where he went?

AC:

Yes to, he came from South Dakota. to his Uncle there.

CS:

Wow, The different festivals that go on, like in Scotville like the harvest festival and like
fourth of July and different Scotvi lle and Custer and Ludington native traditions how do
those make you feci? Are you glad to be a part of them?

AC:

Yes I am, but I thought you were going to ask me if I had them in Denmark, I can't
remember them because I was after all I was too young.

FC:

They have parades in Europe too.

es:

They have parades everywhere. What kind of things did you do for fun. like when you

were in high school, different things like that, different social activities ? What kind of
things did you do to keep yourself busy?
AC:

Well, I was on the football team in the fall. in the winter I was on their basketball team.
and I was on the baseball team in the summer you know.

FC:

How about track?
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AC:

Yeah, I was on track too.

CS:

So mostly sports and athletics kept you busy? When did you guys get a TV? Did your
family ever get a TV?

AC:

No, I don't think I, the first TV we had, Elenore and I bought. I had a TV When we were
married didn't I Florence?

FC:

Yes, but TV's in the early '50's when they came out they were j ust little, they weren't
much bigger than that. You had a great big cabinet but you only had a little you couldn't
hardly sec it. We didn't get a TV set until 1956.

CS:

What kind of things did you watch on TV? Did you watch the news, or were there
specific shows that you like to watch?

AC:

I didn't really.

CS:

Watch TV that much?

AC:

I didn't have time for it. I carried books home and I studied. My mother made the little
ones behave themse lves because.

FC:

You didn't even have TV, heck we didn't even get a radio until 19, well when my
grandmother was at our house, 1927 or 1928, or 1929 that was our fi rst radio.

CS:

Going back to the newspaper, you said you delivered new papers, was there a news paper
that was specifically for the Danish population that was printed in Danish?

AC:

No, no, there was not no, well.

FC:

There is a Danish newspaper. It is still published Danish Pioneer, Reverend John gets it.
And I noticed lately he has been leaving them in our mail slot at the church. He has been
leaving some of those over, and we can't read them.
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CS :

Yep, Have you completely forgot how to speak Danish or ?

AC:

No, I can speak Danish

CS:

I rememb er I think his name was Nick Cambro maybe he was a foreign exchange student
once I remember you spoke Danish to him once. He loved that, he thought that was very
nice. If you went back to Denmark today do you think you could carry on a regular
conve rsation with the Danish population there?

Fe :

Well he first went back to Denma rk he had a lot of aunts and uncles over there yet, and
they did speak Danish. We laughed here when my sister and law and niece came ove r
here for a visit. Arne took them for a trip up to Mackinaw Island and arou nd that part of
the country. When they came back all they were doing was speaking English.

CS:

Oh, okay both his wife and I says well speak English we don't know what you' re talking
about.

AC:

You meant we talked Danish.

FC:

Yeah you talked Danish.

AC:

You didn't say that.

CS:

I knew what she was talking abo ut.

FC:

You talked Danish all the time they were gone, because Christi na didn't speak English at
all. We spoke English but she didn't and my brother in law was a long with them too, so
there was four of them and they talked Danish all the time they were gone, so they forgot
how to speak English I guess when they got back.

AC:

No, I think I remember that.

CS:

Good, were there any celebrations, I know that you were so young your probab ly don't
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remember much but like where there any celebrations that you had in Denmark that you
don't celebrate here like different holidays, like in Mexico they celebrate...?
AC:

Oh yeah, I don't think they ever done much about Fourth of July

FC :

Well, now they don't celebrate Fourth of July, they do now, they got rebuild, they
celebrate the Fourth of July, but it' s American. It's mostly built by Danish Americans and
there is a special, they have a log cabin there like Lincoln, replica of Lincoln's and they
do, but they have other days too, they have some spring festivals, and fall festivals that
are different than ours.

es:

Do you think the community area here celebrates your heritage well or do you think it is
jus t kind of forgotten?

AC:

What's that?

es:

Do you think that the community here that you live in now celebrates the Danish
population well or do you think it is j ust kind of forgotten? Not celebrated?

AC:

Yea, it is. Yeah.

FC:

I think most people assimilated ya know they've got to be Americans.

CS:

Do you consider yourself now an American or a Danish American?

AC:

An American.

CS:

Good.

AC:

I don't like Denmark.

CS:

Do you think that you will ever want to go back there?

AC:

No way.

CS:

No way.

33

A C:

No way, Florence liked to go, but r don't

FC:

r don't know if I'd like to live there permanently because there is so much history ya
know. You drive along and you see castles where we don't have castles in this country.

CS:

Did you pass any of your Danish traditions on to your children at all?

AC:

No, not a bit.

CS:

What makes you not like Denmark so much? I know that you mentioned about the people
and that, is that one of the only reasons?

AC:

Well I don't like their ways, Now I would like to, r don't know, they made fun of me. I am
the second oldest of the cousins, of the Sorenson's side and Arena is the oldest one and I
asked her I said now I was home here in '67, and we had quite a few celeb rations but I
said nobody ever introduced me to anybody. Well they are all most of them were your
cousins she said in Danish you know, and but she says they know who you are I said
thank you I says I don't know who they were.

CS:

Is that one of the, that's like the main reason why you don't like it?

AC:

Well I don't like the Danish people's ways of things.

CS:

Like what kind o f ways?

AC:

Well... I don't think they arc as friendly as we are for one thing.

CS:

Do you think, how is your life different now living in the United States, as if you think
you would have stayed in Denmark, how would it have been different do you think?

AC:

WelL .. I don't know, I am sure glad I come to the United States, that's what I am really
pleased with. I am sorry my dad couldn't be longer you know he was only 39 years old
when he died.
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CS :

And you still have aunts and uncles and cousins that live in Denm ark?

AC:

Oh lots of ' em.

FC:

I don't think he's got any aunts anymore.

CS:

But lots of cousins?

AC :

Yea

CS:

Do they wish they cou ld have come to the United States or do they like it in Denmark?

AC:

I don't know, I've never asked them.

FC:

Well your cou sin Frederick, really wanted to come to the United State s real bad but he
cou ldn't afford it.

CS :

When you came over, we went to the Holland Museum a few week s ago and we saw
some of the different chests that people brought stuff ove r with, did you have a chest that
you, like a crate or someth ing you put like your clothes in and things that you needed?

AC:

Yeah, yeah.

CS :

Did you just have one per family, or did you have a whole bunch ?

AC :

I don't kno w, 1can't remember that.

CS:

That was a long time ago.

AC:

God yes, that was 192 1.

CS:

Wow!

AC :

That's a couple of years ago.

FC:

I've got a little box like this little chests that my grandparents brought from Ge rmany, I've
got it in my bedroom.

CS:

Yep. Great, is there anythin g else that you really hope I'd ask you abou t today?
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Fe:

I don't think so.

AC:

You've cove red it good.

CS:

Good, good, I'm glad we've covered it good. Well I guess that is it. Tha nk you so much
for letting me interview you!
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