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W94-1183.  Schuppert, Mildred W. (1909-1993). 

Papers, 1871-1993.  3.25 linear ft. 

 

Abstract 

 

 Hope College class of 1931.  Librarian of Hope College and 

Western Theological Seminary.  Collection includes Early History of 

the Holland Settlements in Western Michigan, bibliography, 1948; 

Hope College materials on the alumni association (1944-1956), diaries, 

1927, 1929-1934, Hope College Library, 1940, 1949, and Y.W.C.A. 

1927-1931. The collection also includes her speeches and writings 

(1917-1989), travel journals (1962-1981), correspondence, business papers, and Digest and 

Index of the Minutes of the General Synod of the Reformed Church in America 1906-1957, by 

Mildred Schuppert.  A portion of the correspondence was written by Schuppert’s grandfather to 

relatives in the Netherlands and is written in Dutch.  There are many photographs of members of 

the Schuppert family, both in the United States and in the Netherlands.  Her Hope College 

Memory Book (1927-1931) and photographs from Hope College and Western Seminary are also 

included. 

 

Accession No:  W94-1183 

Provenance:  Mildred W. Schuppert  

Donor:   Elton J. Bruins 

Photographs:  221 images (Boxes 1 and 2) 

Processed by:  Kristin Clark, June 1995 

   Elaine Bruins, October 2005 

 

Biography  

 

 Mildred W. Schuppert was born in 1909 in Waupun, Wisconsin, and was the only child 

of Isaac and Alwine Schuppert.  She enrolled at Hope College in 1927 and graduated in 1931. 

Following her graduation, she became secretary to Dr. Wynand Wichers, who was serving as the 

president of Hope College, and she worked as a cashier. 

 In 1945, Schuppert began a new phase in her career by attending library school at the 

University of Michigan.  When she completed library school, she was employed as a librarian at 

Hope College.  In 1950, Schuppert accepted the position of librarian at Western Theological 

Seminary where she continued to work until her retirement in 1974.  She also played the organ 

for the seminary chapel for many years, as well as at several area churches. 

 During her retirement, Schuppert prepared two volumes of the Digest and Index of the 

Minutes of the General Synod of the Reformed Church in America.  The two volumes cover the 

years from 1906-1977.  She also prepared some indices for the Reformed Church hymnal, 

Rejoice in the Lord.  

    

Scope and Content 

 

 Mildred Schuppert’s papers are significant because of the active role she played in the 

Holland community.  She touched the lives of hundreds of students at Hope College and Western 
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Seminary and developed personal friendships with a countless number of them.  Schuppert had a 

wide variety of friends in every age group because of her involvement with the community.  Her 

papers document the people and places that she came in contact with throughout her life.  

 The collection is arranged alphabetically.  The papers include correspondence, writings, 

diplomas, legal documents and photographs.  A portion of her correspondence was written by 

Schuppert’s grandfather to relatives in the Netherlands and is written in Dutch.  There are many 

photographs of members of the Schuppert family, both in the United States and in the 

Netherlands.  Photographs from Hope College and Western Seminary are also included. 

 

Container List 

 

Box 1 

 

 Archives, gifts, 1991-1995 

 Biographies n.d., 1946 

 Book Club, 1962–1981 

 Certificates, Diplomas, 1909-1948 

 Clippings, 1909–1989 

 Compositions, 1926-1930 

 Correspondence 

  General, 1922-1969 

  B - D, 1970–1993 

  E – L, 1970 – 1993 

  M – T, 1970-1993 

  U – Z, 1970-1993 

  Alwine Schuppert with Mildred Schuppert, 1927-1964 

  Bruggink, Donald and Erma, 1956-1983 

  Bruins, Elton and Elaine, 1953-1994 

  Cook, James and Jean, 1976-1977 

  Diez, Paul Gerhard, 1956-1987 

 Digest and Index of the Minutes of the General Synod of the RCA, 1973-1983 

 Dykstra, Adelphos and Bernice, 1935-1942 

 Dykstra, D. Ivan and Kathryn, 1935-1990 

 Financial Matters, 1978-1983 

 Ford, President Gerald R., 1960-1974  

 Heideman, Eugene and Mary, 1954-1962 

 Hesselink, I. John and Etta, 1953-1985 

 Holton, Germany relatives, 1947-1976 

 Kansfield, Norman, 1974-1993 

 Kuyper, Lester and Helen, 1931-1972 

 Lubbers, Irwin J., 1947-1950 

 Osterhaven, Eugene and Margaret, 1945-1986 

 Oudersluys, Richard and family, 1965-1985 

 Rietberg, Roger, 1950-1989 

 Roorda, Ervin, 1987-1990 

 Schuller, Robert H., 1961-1985 
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 Tanis, Elliott and Elaine and family, 1987, 1992, (2 images) 

 Vander Jagt, Guy, 1966-1985 

 Van Doornik, Merwin, 1963-1985 

 Verburg, Milton, 1944    

Digest and Index of the Minutes of the General Synod of the Reformed Church in   

  America, 1906-1957 (3 folders) 

Digest and Index of the Minutes of the General Synod of the Reformed Church in   

  America, 1958-1977 (2 folders) 

Early History of the Holland Settlements in Western Michigan, bibliography, 1948 

General Synod Recognition, 1979, 1992 (4 images) 

Hope College  

 Alumni Association, 1944-1956 

 Career, 1927-1931 (7 images) 

 Diary, 1927-1928 

 Diaries, 1929-1934 

 Library, 1940, 1949 

 Y.W.C.A. 1927-1931 

Letters 

 80th Birthday Celebration, A-L, August, 1989 

 80th Birthday Celebration, M-Z, August, 1989 

Miscellaneous, n.d. 

Notes, Course with Dr. Albertus Pieters, 1927 

Obituaries, 1993 

Organist, Third Reformed Church, 1974-1980 

Pamphlet and Note, Dr. Henry Bast, 1944, 1947 

Penmanship, Palmer Method, 1920-1926 

 

Box 2 

 

 Photographs 

  Adult, Mildred Schuppert (48 images) 

 Childhood, Mildred Schuppert (13 images) 

  80th Birthday Celebration, August, 1989 (31 images) 

  Freedom Village 1991 (7 images) 

  Hope College Class Reunions (4 images) 

  Schuppert ancestors and scenes in Holton, Netherlands (39 images) 

  Schuppert, Gerrit Hendrik (4 images) 

  Schuppert, I. Thomas and Alwine (18 images) 

 Rejoice in the Lord hymnal, 1986 

 Residence Deeds and photographs, 79 W. 13th St., Holland, 1933-1991 (10 images) 

 Retirement, Western Theological Seminary, 1974 

 Schuppert, Alwine 

  Birth and Death Records, 1882 and 1967 

  Correspondence, 1892-1966 

 Schuppert, Gerrit Hendrik, Correspondence, 1849-1924 (8 folders) 

 Schuppert, Gerrit Hendrik 
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  Legal papers, 1896-1907 

  Merchant, 1883 

  Miscellaneous, n.d. 

  Naturalization papers, 1913 

  Record Books, 1881-1890 

 Schuppert & Gysbers Grocery Store, 1915-1932, 1992 (1 image) 

 Schuppert, I. Thomas 

  Death Records, 1943 

  Legal papers, 1894-1926 

  Miscellaneous, n.d. 

 Schuppert, I. Thomas and Alwine, Marriage, 1907 (1 image) 

 Schuppert, Mary, Death notice, 1896 (1 image) 

 Speeches, Writings, 1917-1989 

 Travel Journals, 1962-1981 

 Travels, 1952-1978 (15 images) 

 University of Michigan, 1945-1948 (1 image) 

 Waupun, Wisconsin High School, 1923-1927 (1 image) 

 Western Theological Seminary, Miscellaneous materials, 1967-1993 (1 image) 

 World Mission Tour, 1964, (11 images) 

 

Box 3 

 

 Memory Book, Hope College 1927-1931 
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