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April 4, 1860

A news note in De Hollander in which A. C. Van Raalte is mentioned.
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De Hollander, April 1860Ap. 2

Local News

Last Friday night, because so many were using heat sources to make
sugar and “klieren” [not in my Van Dale] through the rising storm, a
terrible fire ensued. The flames spread very fast to the houses and
buildings in the west and south west part of our town, and it was
necessary to employ the steam whistle on the flour mill constantly, and
to make the fire bell clang without ceasing. That’s why hundreds of
people, old and young, men and women, boys and girls became active,
armed with pails to extinguish the fire on the tanneries, the ship
wharfs, several houses and the steam mill of Plugger & Co. The
aforementioned buildings were not only endangered, but repeatedly
caught fire, which were extinguished with miraculous courage and
almost unceasing energy. Not only there, but also at the eastern and
southeastern end of town there was need. The greatest danger
occurred at Dr. Van Raalte, Mr. Jonker and Mr. J. van Putten also. It was
fortunate that also there several men were present, full of courage and
strength, who kept returning all the time, having being hampered all
the time by the heavy smoke, to extinguish the already raging fires in
the buildings. That’s why houses and barns remained standing. All the
wood for stoves and fence rails went up in smoke, in great numbers....

[more about fires in other communities, some buildings completely
burnt, near Groningen, Graafschap, Overijsel, North Holland...]

Nella Kennedy, November 2020
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