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UNION CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
ALUVA, ERNAKULAM, KERALA INDIA 

Kelly Jacobsma and Lorna Jarvis 
January 10 – January 20, 2014 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
UCC was established in 1921. Mango tree planted by Mahatma Ghandi
 UC College is an inter-denominational cooperation venture among four major Kerala Christian denominations, Church of South India, Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church, Mar Thoma Syrian Church, and Malankara Jacobite Syrian Church.


The college is  affiliated with  Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam.

The ecumenical identity of the college carried a strong secular dimension as well. The faculty of the early years was a balanced mix of Christian and non-Christian members. The college has diligently maintained this secular structure to the present.

Makeup of the student population is predominately Hindi, followed by Muslim and Christian.






Dr. Benny Cherian 
Guest Book Signed by Mahatma Ghandi 

Cherian George, Librarian 
Dr.  Benny Cherian, Principle 
Dr. Raju John, UCC Manager 
Dr. Thara Simon, Botany 
Dr. Sheela Kumari Issac, Bursar 
 

Our UCC Hosts 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Experienced incredible hositality



Thara, Saji, Meera & Manu Simon Reena Philip & Jenee Peter 



Seena Mathai 



Accommodations 



Union Christian College 







Classification by Colon - Ranganathan 









75th Anniversary UCC 
Physics Department 
 
Physics & Technology 
Expo 



Seminar on Bilingualism 
Discussion with Psychology Dept. on Improving Research Quality 



Discussion on The Role of the Library in Teaching & Learning with 
Heads of Departments 
 
 



Talk on Curriculum Development with Heads of Departments 



Interaction with Post- Graduate Students on 
Higher Education in the U.S. 



Outing with Student Service Organization  



Visit to Archbishops House 
Archives 

Fr. Ignatius, Archivist 
1563 Manuscript 
Book of the Last Persian Bishop 



Varthamana Pusthakam – 1789 
travel account of Syrian Christians 
petitioning the Church in Rome to 
gain local control from the 
Portuguese. First travel account in 
Malayalam. 



Regional Archives Ernakulam, Kochi 



EMS Co-operative Library, Ernakulam District Co-operative Bank 
 



Discussion with Librarians from Cochin University of Science & Technology 



Sightseeing 
 

Tourist Area, Mattancherry with 
plenty of antique shops. 

 
Paradesi  Synagogue – oldest 
functioning Synagogue in India 
constructed 1568. 



 
• St. Francis Church – 1st European 

church to be built in India circ. 
1500 

• Vasco Da Gama buried here 1524 

 





Kochi (Cochin) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kochi  also known as Cochin, is a major port city on the west coast of India by the Arabian Sea



St. Thomas Jacobite Syrian Church in Paravur 1566 



The Paravur Synagogue rebuilt many times since AD 1164 now 
being restored as historic site. 



St. Thomas Kottakavu Church in Paravur 







Festival 
 



Sahrudaya Silks & Sarees 
Ponnurunni, Kochi 

Organization of the Archdiocese of Ernakulam 

Shopping 
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