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July 11, 1858 Albany, New York

A letter of John Roost to the Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte,
concerning his efforts in selling bonds out East for the funding
of the Holland Harbor project. Selling bonds has been very
difficult work but he encloges a check of $450 for bonds he sold
in Albany. Roost does not enjoy his begging task at all.

Original in the archives of the Holland Historical Trust
Collection, the Joint Archives of Holland.
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. In conclusion, to answer the original question "is

. God necessary?" I claim that the rationally determin=zd,
 fundamental needs of all men must be the focal point of

an ethic. A moral view and its values stem from an

. abstract belief system and this beliaf system, or moral
view, governs our behavior and our behavior will ulti-~
mately govern cur destiny. Morality therefore is defined
as man's consideration of the fundamental, changing, bio-

logical, psychological and social needs of men, And these |

needs are defined by reason, without reference to any
transcendent belng. . :

In a pluralistic society onportunltles ought to be
available for each to act out and behave according to his
own belief system, if the act does not interfere with the
behavior of others or inhibit others in satisfying the
most fundamental biological, psychological and social
needs. If any one of us transgresses any.other human
being's ability to value, to abstract, to manipulate or ~
to communicate he is therefore immoral in this philosephy.
I would summarize my philosophy in three short statements.
Van R. Potter in his book, Biocethics, stated, "I have
- argued that human values cannct be maintained in ignorance
~of or in opposition to biclogic realities." Bently Glass
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