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the victimof false accusations. Said Lagrange,
the mat hermati ci anand Lavoi sier’s cont enporary,
“Only a nonment to cut off his head and per haps
a hundr ed years bef ore we grow anot her like it.”
For the young chenistry schol arsat Hope and
for interested faculty and bi ographers, the great-
ness of the acquisition of this Treati seshoul d be
apparent. I n comenti ngon Hope's edition,
Frederick R Goff, Chief of the Rare Book Divi-
sion of The Library of Congress, wote: “The
real scholar prefers (to consult)the earliest
sourcessince they are closest tothe author’s Mman-
uscript and in MANY cases to the aut hor hinsel f.”
Al t hough rare books are not museum objects
per se, they do soneti nmes have special features
that lend them to frequent exhibition. The La-
voi sier Treati sehas such a feature. Inscribedon

Pr of essor gives personal Ii

M. John May, 1eft, and Dr. J. Dyke van Putten

Dr. J. Dyke van Putten has given his personal
libraryto Hope College. Thus Van Zoeren Li-
brary becones one of the nbst conpl ete resource
centers on the countriesof the Far East. Pro-
fessor of Political Sci enceat Hope, Dr. van Put-
tenwll retireat the end of the present academ ¢
year.

In presentingthe val uabl egift, Dr. van Putten
said, “I want the students and faculty of Hope
Col l ege to share this abundance of Far East
know edge whi ch I have been able to coll ect dur-
ing the past 45 years.” His library includes NOre
t han one thousand vol unes covering a wi de scope
of information on the internationalrel ati onsof
of the Orient. He has al soincluded a pricel ess
collection of NEWs clippingson events invol ving
the Far East over the past 15 years and a num
ber of maps.
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the flyleaf of each of the three vol unes is the
nane of one of the renowned prictets —t he great
Swi ss chenist ANTE Pictet.

Al'l four great Sw ss scientists, Ame, Marc-
August e, Francois- Jules, and Raoul Pictet, bel ong
to one of the oldest fanmiliesof Geneva, tracing
their |ineagethere back to 1474. Of these, ATE
is perhapsthe best known. 1t was he who suc-
ceeded in synt hesi zi ngcane sugar —a nmonent ous
pi ece of research. Pictet, apparently, Was once
owner of the Hope Treati se.

I n unassum ng faded bl ue pasteboards, this
rare edition Of Lavoisier’s great masterpiece,
Traite El enentai rede Chinmie, NOW on displayin
the Van ZoerenLibrary, is al ways ready to give
of itself to the eager scholar WhO fortunately
knows his French.

brary to HOpe

A nativeof Holland, M chi ganand a 1922 Hope
graduate, Dr. van Putten has a broad interna-
tional and educational background. He served as
prof essor of Political Science at Hangchow col -
legein China in 1926-27; dean of Lees College,
Jackson, Kentucky in 1928; headnaster of Ko-
dai kanal School in Indiafrom1928-32 and during
that period also acted as an investigatorfor the
Ki ng of Siam From1934-42, Dr. van Putten Was
dean and vi ce-presidentof Bl ackburn Collegein
Carlinville, Illinois.

Dr. van Putten servedin several capacities
with the U. s. Navy, 1942-46. He was a menber
of Admiral Halsey' s staff in the South Pacific,
the pl anning staff in Hawaii, head of the Educa-
tion depart ment and Judge of the Suprene Court
in GQuam Returning tothe United States in 1946,
he becane dean of nen at Park Coll ege, Parks-
ville, M ssouri .

He rejoinedthe foreign servicein 1947 for a
period of five years as directorof the U, S. in-
formationService for the State Departnent in
Peki ng, Chi na; Republicof South Korea, and
For nosa.

Dr. van Putten joi nedthe Hope faculty in 1952
and served as chairman of the Political Science
depart nent from 1955- 65.

The van Putten fanily is a Hope fanily: Ms.
van Putten was graduated in 1922 as Fri eda Qun-
neman of Coopersville ; daughter Barbara'57is a
menber of the faculty at Hunbol dt State Col | ege,
Areata, California,and son, James D. Jr. '55 is
a nenber of the Physicsfaculty at his Al na
Mat er .
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CUILIME IS QR
B QRRTHAN I TRE SUN

A NOVEL BY TOM VANDENBERG

It isn’t often that a first novel of lyrical beauty
appears on the contemporary scene but Tom F.
Vandenberg '64 seems to have achieved just that
in Orphan In The Sun, published by Houghton
Mifflin Company in February.

Tom spent most of his life in Holland, grad-
uated from Holland High School in 1959, and at-
tended Hope College until 1961.

School, however, hored him a great deal and he
was glad to be free of it. Still, he remembers
certain teachers with equal amounts of admira-
tion, respect, and affection. They are Miss Blanche
Cathcart, Miss Leonora Zonnebelt 32 and Mrs.
John E. (Doris Brower ’30) Muller.

“Neither Miss Cathcart nor Miss Zonnebelt
could ever have dreamed I had any so-called ‘lit-
erary talent,” but they were truly great teachers
for they loved their work and their children to
an equal and, in my experience, an almost un-
precedented degree,” he writes.

It was through Mrs. Muller’s confident interest
in his talent and her taking the time after school
hours to discuss his writing that he felt, for the
first time, he had an identity.

This feeling, he says, was then goaded into new
life by Dr. James Prins, professor of English at
Hope College and graduate of the class of 1938.

“He could make me sit up in class and read the
assignments the night before so that I could con-
tribute: he made me want to think, to care, yet
even then he didn’t know it. In short, he gave
me the best, the only gift a teacher can give a
student.”

While at Hope, Tom wrote an unusually fine
play which was published in Opus, the campus
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literary review, along with two poems and a short
story.

Of great value in the growth of his poetic in-
sights was the solitude of living on Lake Mich-
igan where he could learn to know the winds and
the seasons in the best way possible.

“I loved the storms and the still, hushed snow
and the quiet spring days when you could hear
the ice cracking up on the water. If these things
don’t make a poet of you, nothing will.”

However, as a boy he dreamed not of becoming
a great author but of becoming second baseman
for the Tigers, quarterback for the Lions and, if
he could wing it, forward for the Pistons. And
if none of these panned out, he would have been
content to be a movie star and have his picture
“taken with beautiful women.” Instead he is an
author, and surely one of considerable promise.

Based on the theme of man’s isolation in the
universe, Orphan in the Sun claims that we are
all orphans and that the real division between
men is whether one is an orphan and admits it
or one who doesn’t.

The main character, Sam Young, seems to be
in pursuit of the spiritual but only too often finds
the present age’s system a barrier to grasping
what is metaphysical. However, one can’t always
be sure whether Sam is in pursuit of spiritual or
physical madonnas, as Ferlinghetti’s main charac-
ter does in Her.

There is a restrained use of nitty-grittiness.
A great-granddaughter of Charles Dickens, Mon-
ica Dickens, who reviewed the book in the Boston
Globe, called the writing “exceptional. Very vis-
ual. Stunningly perceptive,” and says she is “cap-
tivated by a writer who generates sexually with-
out the absurd anatomical athletics which pass
for pornography these days.”

Margaret Donnelly Martineau, class of 1925,
in her study of the book which she calls “The
Sacramentalism of T. F. Vandenberg,” includes
these observations: “A summary can give no
more adequate presentation of this book than it
could give of a poem. Nor can one reading ex-
haust it. This is the work of a sensitive poet who
can call a breaking wave “white wounded water”
and himself “a dreamer chasing sunlight on the
sea” and the past “a roomful of smoky mirrors”
or see a “line full of washing waving hello” or
feel his “warm skin rub noses with cool air.” A
poet’s, too, are the skillful choice and reiteration
of symbols and moods wisely woven into fitting
moments—the sky, the sun, a trap or cage, noth-
ingness, aloneness with its glassy walls of divi-
sion. But the poetry is wedded to the novel form.”



