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THE SIGNAL
MAN'S STORY

Bruin Enjoyed His Eleotrlo Bath.

"I sat up there in iny signal tower
In the Otterklll valley," said the talk,
olive railroad  ter Japh operator,
"blowing smoke rings from MY pipe
and Jumping through them when |
heard the train dispatcher caling MO
on the wire. 1 answered and he direct*
ed MO to put the hug against extra
*13 west, as he had orders to give
‘em.

"In that tower we had In addition
to the ordinary semaphore signals a
distant signal for westbound trains, as
they approached the tower from a
curve on a down grade. it was oper-
ated by on electric  switch In the
tower.

"So when | received the instructions
from the train dispatcher | set the
elejirlc signal and waited for the 733
to show. In a few minutes 1 was sur-
prised to see her come around tho
curve under ful head of steam, mak-
ing about 30 miles an hour with a light
train.  Of coucse as soon as the engin-
eer saw tho semaphore at the tower
at danger ho whistled for down brakes
and sailed her, as the railroad ex-
pression Is when tho engineer Is com-
pelled to reverse his locomotive in
order to make a sudden stop.

"At that they ran a couple of train
lengths by the tower and the conduc-
tor had to walk hack about BOOfeet
to get the dispatcher's message. To
make a conductor cheerful, Just com-
pel him to walk a few extra feet for a
message setting out additional ~ work
for his crow.

"Well, say, you would have had to

.have a shorthand specialist to get

dfnvn the shorter and uglier words
which passed between the knight of
tho throttle, the train crew and my-
sel. They averred that | hadn't sot
the difliant signal at slanger to warn
them what to expect when they came
in sight of the tower. 1 Just as stren-
uously maintained that | had set the
signal.  But what wits MYy word against
seven or eight of them?

"The same thing happened several
times and | got lroported to the su-
perintendent ~ as being YU In my
watchful  care of the signals. | vig-
orously defended myself and set forth
that the electic  signal must be dut of
kiter, SO they sent a lineman to
look it over.

"We tested It thoroughly,  tho line-
man walking around the curve and
staying there while 1| threw the signal
to danger and released It time and
again. it worked to perfection.

"Of course, It looked bad for me.
In the eyes of tho boss | was getting
to he an undesirable citizen and he
was rapidly taking shape In my mind
as a flabby person troubled with stony
degeneration  of the heart.

"Notwithstanding the close Inspec-
tion of the repair Man the Incorrigi-
ble signal stil  sulkod, its balkiness
being particularly apparent Just after
dusk at night and along Just before
daybreak In the morning. In tho
gloaming one evening 1| set a distant
signal In order to stop tho Mountain
express, OWIng to obstructed track.
The repair man happened to be In the
tower.

The way that passenger came
around that turn was a caution. Hav-
ing high pressure air brakes, they
stopped without going a great dis-

tance. 1 his was tho last straw for
me. Leaving tho Inspector In charge
of the tower, | ran around the curve

with a lantern to do a ie  Inspecting
on my Oown hook.

Approaching the signal | saw i
was at safety al nght. 1 heard howls
of pain and then saw a large bear
seated on the base of the metal signal
pole making frantic endeavors to free
himself.  Hastily getting a gun, wo
dispatched his bearehlp and thereafter
the signal was right up to snuff.

"The way we doped it out was that
at some time or other the bear had
sSwum the Otterklll creek and, his way
taking him across the track, acciden-
tally his paw came in contact with
the electrical signal.  YOU know
dampness Increases the strength of
an electric  current and the bears wet
body, fresh from the creek, made a
fine conductor and he got an extra
heavy dose.

"He rather liked the sensation. So
every night and morning, before retir-
ing and after leaving his bed. Bruin
would Swim the Otterkll and sit on
the signal for a free electrical bath.
His wet body had the effect of short-
circuiting the semaphore, rendering
It locked at clear and inoperative.

"The night he got caught the elec-
tric  current became so strong as to
hold him In its grasp, Just the Same
as you see people try to let go of
those electric  machines' which test
endurance, although
the motions he went through In trying
to free himself would have made one
of those chorus gils doing a Salomy
dance look like a wooden Indian af-
ficted ~ with locomotor  ataxia."

Say, put In the tall, cynical con-
ductor, ‘T should® think YOU could
make more money selling those elec-
trical  bear traps than you do oper-
atin' 'em from the signal tower."

Scientists  Found in Error.

After regarding it as a true mollusc
for many years, French scientists  have
found that a small snail-like creature
found on trees is the larva of a spe-
cies of fly.



