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Background 
Literature

Study 1: Methods

Results

 The concepts of hosting and 
hospitality have been in human 
culture for thousands of years. 
However, it has rarely been 
investigated through a 
psychological lens (cf., Meagher 
et al., 2022). 

We performed a prototype 
analysis (Samuelson et al., 
2014) to discover what people 
associate with the social role of 
a good host. Specifically, we 
test for conceptual overlap 
between this term and two 
related social categories: a good 
visitor and a good person.

Study 2: MethodsWe recruited 300 participants through an 
online panel, who were then randomly 
assigned to one of three categories (good host, 
good visitor or good person). They were then 
asked to generate ten words to describe their 
assigned social category. 

A new set of 313 participants through an 
online panel rated the terms generated in 
the first study by their prototypicality 
using a 7-point Likert scale. 

Study 1:
After collapsing synonymous responses, we found 68 terms for a good host, 70 
terms for a good visitor and 62 terms for a good person. A 0.78 shared to unique 
ratio was found between host and visitor, 0.48 for visitor and person, and 0.40 for 
host and person, showing the importance of the home location in how these social 
roles are viewed.

Study 2:
A pair of paired samples t-tests were conducted for each social 
category, in order to compare the mean rating of shared terms 
to the mean rating of unique terms. Across all comparisons, 
shared terms were rated as significantly more prototypical 
than unique terms, indicating substantial conceptual overlap. 
However, the effect size of this difference was weakest 
comparing a good host to a good person.

Study 2:

References: Meagher, B. R., & Cheadle, A. D. (2020). Distant from others, but close to home: The relationship between home attachment and mental 
health during COVID-19. Journal of Environmental Psychology, 72, 101516. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2020.101516 Samuelson, P. L., Jarvinen, M. 
J., Paulus, T. B., Church, I. M., Hardy, S. A., & Barrett, J. L. (2014). Implicit theories of intellectual virtues and vices: A focus on intellectual humility. 
The Journal of Positive Psychology, 10(5), 389–406. https://doi.org/10.1080/17439760.2014.967802

:

Conclusions
We found more conceptual overlap 
than differences across our three 
categories. However, across both 
studies the least overlap was found 
between a good host and a generic 
good person , indicating that there are 
unique aspects of this role as a social 
virtue. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2020.101516
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Study 1:
After collapsing synonymous responses, we found 68 terms for a good host, 
70 terms for a good visitor and 62 terms for a good person. A 0.78 shared to 
unique ratio was found between host and visitor, 0.48 for visitor and person, 
and 0.40 for host and person, showing the importance of the home location in 
how these social roles are viewed. 

Study 2:
Two paired samples t-tests were conducted for each social 
category, in order to compare the mean rating of shared 
terms to the mean rating of unique terms. Across all 
comparisons, shared terms were rated as significantly 
more prototypical than unique terms, indicating 
substantial conceptual overlap. However, the effect size of 
was weakest when comparing a good host and a good 
person.
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Background Literature

The concepts of hosting and 
hospitality have been in 
human culture for thousands 
of years. However, it has 
rarely been investigated 
through a psychological lens 
(cf., Meagher et al., 2023). 

We performed a prototype 
analysis (Samuelson et al., 
2014) to discover what people 
associate with the social role 
of a good host. Specifically, 
we test for conceptual overlap 
between this term and two 
related social categories: a 
good visitor and a good 
person.

Conclusions
We found more conceptual overlap 

than differences across our three 
categories. However, in both studies 

the least overlap was found between a 
good host and a generic good person, 

indicating that there are unique 
aspects of this role as a social virtue. 

Study 1: Methods
We recruited 300 participants through an 
online panel, who were then randomly 

assigned to one of three categories (good 
host, good visitor or good person). They 
were then asked to generate ten words to 
describe their assigned social category. 

Study 2: Methods
A new set of 313 participants through an 
online panel rated the terms generated in 
the first study by their prototypicality 
using a 7-point Likert scale. 
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