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winter, and we didn’t; maybe we could come the day before in the afternoon, if we
wanted to, spend the night, and then we’d be there in the morning for the board meeting
and we’d go home, of course, when the board was over, usually in early afternoon. So I
used to do that. Idid that for ten years—traveled to Lansing to the board meeting. They
said to me one time, “Margaret, how do you get here?”, the people who lived in Lansing.
So I'told them and they laughed and laughed and laughed. I went around the Capitol
Building and finally got to the street that the library was on. The library in Michigan, the
State Library was burned at one time and that building was destroyed and they were in a
temporary building for years. It wasn’t very nice, but it was just what it was. Of course,
now it’s very beautiful. So they said, “How do you get here?” Later I got there and they
all laughed. They said, “That’s not the way to do it.” Isaid, “Well, how do you do it?”
They told me shortcuts, so after that I learned shortcuts on how to get to the state library.
(laughs) Iwent there every month for 10 years to board meetings, and they were very
interesting. I enjoyed meeting people on that board, and I enjoyed doing that very much.
And then I went to all the American Library Trustee Associate annual meetings. There
was a mid-winter meeting, and then they had a big convention in the summer. Usually I
attended those meetings, and I had a very good time.

When did you go off the state board?

I don’t remember when I did. I just served the 10 years, and then we were spending our
winters away.

That’s right.

So I'said, “I can’t do this and not...I can’t attend board meetings and be a...

An active trustee, sure.
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So I'resigned. But it was very nice and I met very interesting people.

Was your husband active politically?

Yes, he was on the city council for 10 years. One day he decided that he was going to
run for mayor. Is this being recorded?

Yes, it’s alright.

One day he decided he was going to run for mayor and he talked about it and talked about
it. He was on the council for 10 years and he wanted to be mayor. I said, “Henry, I don’t
think you should do that.” “Why not?” “Well,” I said, “in the first place, your business
is with Hope College and that must take all your time.” “Yes, it does.” I said, “If you
have to cut a ribbon someplace and you’re supposed to be in your office, I don’t think
you should do it. So he didn’t.” If he’d been retired, that would have been different. But
I thought his first obligation was to Hope College and to be there in the office and take
care of those things, and you’re bound to be asked to do things when you’re the mayor of
the city. I suppose he was disappointed, but...

What things happened in the city while he was on the council, do you remember? Any
big things?

Well we built the Herrick Library. He ran for 10 years, but he never campaigned. Our
kids used to sit by the radio when an announcement would come in from the Holland
station who was winning the members of the council you know, and the kids would say,
“Oh, I hope he makes it.

(laughs)

But he never campaigned. We had a great deal of trouble in Holland with Harry

Harrington—he was mayor—and he was the mayor who appointed me. He and his wife
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were friends with my parents, and he appointed me to the library board. He got the wild
idea that he was going to put a building on 12" Street, right next to our house—a county
building—and they were going to house different offices there. Now, we had a very nice
home on 12" Street and the area was very nice. Two or three women that lived there on
that block came to our door and said, “Mr. Steffens, we don’t like this business about
having this,” — they were going to out a jail in that building. “We don’t like this, can you
help us?” and he said, “Yes.” And that’s how he got on the city council. He ran for the
council and fought for that. We got Mr. Harrington straightened out, and we never had
an office building put up next to our home, or any office building at all put up in that
block.

So that issue is why he ran?

Yes. Harry Harrington nearly died from a heart attack, so we didn’t have to worry about
that anymore. But it was a very disturbing thing to think of, putting a jail and an office
building in a nice residential part of the city. Idon’t know why he wanted to do that; 1
have no idea.

Yes, that’s strange.

I think the city is a great deal different than when I was young because there are more
people that are of different backgrounds, which is a good thing. Tused to think, when I
was young, I figured this out by myself one day, that it was a good thing these people
came in here, because Nell Wichers told me one time about a group of islands on the
North Sea, and she said, “Margaret, they don’t want anybody else in there, and they’re

. You have to have new ideas. People come in, and I’m sure that’s

why they succeeded. We’ve grown to be an interesting community; we still are
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conservative, I’'m sure, but we’re an interesting community because we have different
people.

That’s right.

All the churches started being organized in the Dutch language, and Hope Church was
established after Dr. Van Raalte started Hope College—they had to have a faculty. Well,
there was no faculty here, most of them came from the East. So they established Hope
Reformed Church, which was in English in the beginning. And that was for faculty and
other people. And there were other people who came in the community who were not
Dutch. My mother said one time her mother said “Watch those Yankees, watch them.”
“I don’t what you were supposed to watch,” she told me, “but she said, ‘watch those
Yankees!”” Those Yankees were the ones that helped this community grow and develop
to what it is, I’'m sure,

What church do you go to?

Third Reformed Church.

Did you grow up there?

Baptized there, grew up there and taught Sunday school there when I was in college. 1
had a dear little group of girls. They were all divided into groups and we sat in little
circles and had our Sunday school lesson. I was telling about Noah’s Ark, and I was
telling about all the animals that went in—I talked quite awhile on this story—and one
dear little blonde in my class, they were all five years old, looked at me when I finished
and she said, “Is it true?”’

(Laughs)

Oh, I had a good time.
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Do you get to church most every Sunday?

Not now, I’'m not very good at going every Sunday. I still support the church, and I still
do attend. But in Grand Rapids, I started when I was younger...it’ll be five years in
October that I went to Grand Rapids, and so I'm not as fast and running around as much
as I did. We have Vesper service every Sunday afternoon at four o’clock; I usually go to
that. ButifI go on the bus—the bus goes to many churches—and I first did that. I think
it went to five churches, so you leave at ten after nine and you don’t get back till twenty
minutes to one because they have to go deliver all the people then £o back and pick them
all up. So I don’t often take that anymore.

Well, my wife just joined the staff of Third Reformed Church in June.

Did she?

She’s the director of children’s ministries up there.

Oh, in Zeeland?

No, in Holland.

I'was going to say that there isn’t any church like that in Zeeland. What is she going to
do?

She’s director of children’s ministries.

Children ministries.

Works with the children.

Our assistant pastor is going to leave and go to Hope Church.

Yes, she preached her farewell sermon last Sunday.

I was just astonished when I read that, they sent every member a letter.
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The reason I asked if you had been there recently was because my wife did the liturgy
two or three weeks ago. So I was wondering if you’ve met her.

No, I’ve been there, but I haven’t been there every Sunday.

So you’ll probably meet my wife one of these weeks.

Yes, I'd like to. I'll have to get there some Sunday and go around and meet people. Of
course, when I was young and growing up, I knew everybody in the church. Now I go
and there are maybe five people I know when [ walk out. It’s entirely different, it’s a
strange feeling when you’ve been in something all these years. Of course, it’s a different
congregation, people I knew are gone, most of the people I knew—not all, but a great
number of them.

Of course, a number of people are still that you know—Nell Wichers is still there and a
number of others.

But there are about five. One Sunday I walked out and I thought, “Now, I've talked to
five people.” That’s horrific; I used to know everybody. I was quite shocked. But, of
course, I'm 89 years old. How could I not expect that to happen? So, I’d like to live to
be 90. Why, I don’t know, ninety sounds like an interesting. ..

You want to see the year 2000 turn over.

Well, that’s a pretty long from now. I don’t think I’Il have pep to do all of that.

Well, thank you for sharing some stories with me, I appreciate that. I’ll get this copied

and bring the original back to you.

[End of interview]
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