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Lip Reading "Ends Silence"

CLASS PARTICIPATION - Enunciation is expressed by Sally,

one of the students in the lip reading class as she participates in

a class exercise.

by Maurice Evans
Silence is golden, so goes An

old saying.

It isn't golden for those who
can't hear, but a golden o^
portunity exists for residents

of Holland who may have a
hearing problem

A 10-week lip reading class

for those hard of hearing is

currently being held at the

Good Samaritan Center in

Holland Although the current
session is coming to a close

Thursday, new classes will

start next fall if the money can
be raised for them

The present class was
funded through the efforts of

the student body of Holland
Christian High School as
students staged a walk-a-thon
in March. The necessary $600

was raised so senior citizens

would not be charged for the

class.

Instructor Jill Sanders.
Muskegon resident, says most
of her students are senior

citizens with the average age
being 70. Class is one hour long

with size limited to 12 mem
bers.

"The senior citizens who
attend the class seem to enjoy
the work," said Mrs. Sanders.
They are a lot of fun to work
with, they contribute to the

class and they have many
experiences to tell."

The teaching method is

simple in theory, but hard to

learn by some, the class first

compares two different
sounds, such as "r's" and "w's".

These are worked into words,
followed by sentences, sen-

tences on a topic and then
paragraphs.

The students lean forward in

their seats, eyes straining as

the instructs says a word but

does not put any sound into it.

She goes through a cycle of

words, then into sentences.

The students respon as they
figure out what is' being said

by watching her lips The
instructor's voice booms out

as she tells the class what

word were just said.

Class participation is

evident throughout the

session. Each , student gets up
and faces the class per-

forming various assignments.
The students mouth a sen-

tence, repeat it and then tells

the class what was said. The
sentences used and message
in them are applicable to

everyday life.

Grace, one of the
students.tells the class, "I like

to sit in the front row in the

theater."

The class figures out what
she has said and they smile.

"Yeah, that's true," says
Mm. Sanders "It’s the best

place to hear and to lip read."

Class members smile and
nod their approval.

Other sentences are said by
other students. It's almost a

game at times, the students

are like children as they sit,

eyes glued on the teacher,

smiling when they have did

something right.

The students do a lot of

smiling during the period as

they pick out words and put

the meaning together. It's not

they are learning to hear
again, far from it, but they are

learning to communicate, a

needed asset in this world.

The class is educational in

another sense. Members
Icarnnbout one another and
share experiences... some not

so willingly, but with the

persistence of the instructor,

some interesting point in their

life is brought out

The class plays a game, it's

called. The first time I left

home "

One woman stands in front

of the class. The first time 1

left home I was IK and Iwent to

New York lostudy a business
course."

The class ooohs and aaahs,
something was learned from
the student as she related part

of her life. One can almost feel

the excitement in the air from
class members from what

they learned.

It goes on. student after

student get up and play the

game, the other students learn

what they are saying by
watchinf the lips

The thing about lip reading
is you don't catch every word."
said Mrs. Sanders. "You try to

catch as many as you can and
then put the meaning of the

sentence together. If you know
what the topic of conversation
is about, it’s much easier for a

person to communicate."
Lip reading is a difficult job.

People speak differently,

some do not pronounce their

words as good as others and
some have accents.

"One of the biggest problems
lor those hard of hearing is

getting them to admit it."

related Mrs Sanders. "Once
they do and they come into a
class like this, they have a
good time because they are
with people that have a

Senior Center Closer
By Doug Irons

A Holland senior citizen

complex, first proposed as a

result of a mayoral exchange
with Escanaba two years ago,

is moving closer to becoming
a reality.

The new complex would of-

fer new housing at an
economical rate to Holland s

senior citizens, the opportuni-
ty for them to be among others
of similar age and interests

and the convenience of cen-

tralized services and enter-

tainment.
Plans call for inclusion of

community rooms, craft

rooms and church services in

the design of the center.

According to cityCity
Manager Terry Hofmeyer, the
city is currently looking for a

location in town that meets the

state's requirements for such
a facility.

Tnese requirements include

having a minimum available

area of three or four acres of

land for the center’s grounds,
and being located within 1500

feet of a doctor's office, a

pharmacy and a grocery store

that is part of a national chain.

Hofmeyer noted that the ci-

ty's involvement in the project

includes rezoning the area in

which the center will be
located, allowing a variance in

the maximum height permit-
ted for buildings in the city,

and giving the center a state-

required tax abatement.
No design plans have been

set by the center's developers,

a coalition between Daverman
Associates of Grand Rapids,
an architectural concern, and
Woodland Partners, a local

development firm, but most
similar centers have been in

the four to six story height

range, and Holland's or-

dinances only allow a two to

three story maximum without

the variance permission.

The state-required tax
abatement orders that the city

charge a senior citizen com-
plex funded by the state only

JO percent of the normal tax

rate.

Hofmeyer said that this is

usually justified by the

decreased demand such a
center places on city services

relative to other buildings its

size. There is no additional

strain put on the school

system, and less police and

fire calls, for example.
Funding for the facility will

be through the State Housing
Authority, with some money
required of the developers.

The city of Holland has not.

and will not have to spend any
city funds on the project, ac-

cording to Hofmeyer.
Currently, the center is

slated to contain between 125

and 175 apartment- units, the

final numlWr to be determined
by what the state feels Holland
can support

Hofmeyer noted that there
has already been interest ex-

pressed in the complex, with
some persons asking if they
could reserve rooms. He said

that reservations can not be.

accepted yet. as plans have
not developed to that point.

A reasonable schedule of

development would find
groundbreaking taking place
in the spring of next year, with
construction completed in the

spring of 1979.

This kind of schedule would
have reservations being ac-

cepted for rooms in the new
center in about four to six

months. Hofmeyer affirmed
that initial announcement of

openings would be made in the

Holland area first, allowing
local residents "first shot’’ at

the apartments.
A typical living unit in the

complex is to contain a

bedroom, kitchen, dinette, liv-

ing room and bathroom, with
a stove and refrigerator pro-

vided. Air conditioning will be
available as an option. Each
unit is approximately 600
square feet in area.

Two bedroom apartments
are available in limited quan-
tities. aboutlO percent of the

total number of units.

To be accepted in the center,

at least one person in each liv-

ing unit will have to be 62 or

older. Rent is figured at one
fourth of whatever the per
sons’ monthly income is, up to

the full market value of the

apartment.
Hofmeyer said that the city

is interested in setting up an
advisory group to study and
make recommendations on
the development of the center.

Such a group would hopefully

include representatives of the

City Council. City staff, senior

citizen’s groups and those liv-

ing in the neighborhood of the

center.

Holland High Honors Seniors
Recognition of the winners

of numerous awards and
scholarships was given to

seniors and other award-
winning students at Holland
High School's annual honors
convocation Friday morning.

Academic awards were
presented by Supt. Donald
Ihrman and scholarships were
announced by Principal Fred
Bertsch and other individual

awards were announced by
appropriate faculty members
or other platform guests.

Winners include Kathryn
Ann Lowe, Hope College
Presidential Scholarship
award; Susan Q. Boundy and
Calvin Folkert, National Merit
Scholarship, Hope College;

Gail Ann Miles, Bunte's
Health Care Scholarship;
Daniel Wise, Valparaiso
University Lutheran
Presidential scholarship.

Tamela Sue Paauwe was
awarded the Holland Lions
Club Scholarship; David
Rausch, voice of Democracy
award; Michael Hernandez,
Pete Garcia and Larry
Mendoza, Latin Americans
United for Progress
scholarship.

Kim Even Douma received
the Women of the Moose
Award; Jose Mata Carmen
Longoria and Nelly Reyes,
Spanish exam awards; Pam

Rogers, International Club
Award; Steven Ringelberg
and5 Nancy Dirkse, the Dan-
forth Foundation Award.

National Merit finalists

were recognized including

Susan Boundy, Calvin Folkert.

David Van Fleet and Daniel
Wise. Hilary Clark received a
certificate of Merit as a
semifinalist and three
students received letter of

commendation including
Steven G. Ringelberg, Steve
Hamstra and Nancy Dirkse.

Barbara Feininger was
selected as D.A.R. good
citizen and Diane Kruithof

received the First National

Bank business education
department prize.

The Holland Chapter of the

American Society of Women
Accountants awards were
presented to Sally Winchester
and Lynette Van Dyke.
Wynand Wichers prize in

Biblical literature was
presented to Calvin Folkert

and Delwyn Dozeman
received the Drue Johnson
accounting award.

The Bausch and Lomb
award was presented to

Kathryn Lowe; the Ren-
sselaer Science and
Mathematics medal to David
Vander Kooy; the Robert H.

Poll biology award to David
LePoire; the General Mills

Family Leader of Tomorrow
to Jennifer Ver Heist; the

Alan Robert Todd award to

Michael Scott De Jongc.
Lonette Bouman and Daryl
Berkompas were recipients of

the Edwin Barkel Memorial
award; Barbara Miller, the

distinguished musicians
award and Barbara Feininger
and Eric Landgraf received
Holland Council for the Arts
Scholarships.

Eric Landgraf was
presented the Holland Band
and Orchestra Parents
Scholarship and Patti Ebels
and Steve Ringelberg
received the Holland High
School Parents Athletic Club
Scholarship awards.

Milton L. Hinga Memorial
trophy recipients were Dan
Molenaar and Karen Kooyers.
Harvard Alumni Club of

Western Michil an award was
presented to David Trask.

Wolverine Boys' State
representatives were
recognized including Ronald
Dalman, David Trask, Eliseo

De Leon and Mark Boundy.
The S. Scott Freestone

Memorial scholarship was
presented to Craig Kuipers.

Patti Ebels and James
Chamness received the
Nicodemus Bosch Service
Trophy awards and service
pins were presented to Susan

Boundy, Nancy Dirkse. Kim
Douma. Barbara Feininger,

Karen Kooyers, Betsy
Macicak, Barbara Miller and
Julie Toppen.

Accidents
An auto driven by Oriantha

Snellenberger, 65, 56 West IHth

St. westbound on Seventh St.

when it drove in front of and
struck a vehicle driven by
Vicky Lee DeWeerd, 18. 376

James St., also westbound on
Seventh, east of Central Ave.
Sat. at 3: 17 p.m.

A van being driven north on
Marsh Rd. near Plainwell by
Linda Gordon, 29. of 382 110

Ave. went out of control at 7:20

p.m. Sunday while she was
checking on her children.

Rebecca Gordon, 5, was in fair

condition after being taken to

Borgess hospital, Kalamazoo.
Shannon Kimball. 6, of 318

Hammond, • Otsego, x was
recovering from surgery at

Borgess. Four others in the

van were not hurt.

A car driven by Richard
Wayne Carmichael, 19, of 691

Wisteria, struck a car driven

by Diane Marie LaFountain,
24. of 361 Garfield, from
behind as both were nor-

thbound on River Ave., just

north of Fourth St. LaFoun-
tain was treated at Holland
Hospital and released.

Zeeland Christian Graduates 57
Zeeland Christian Schools

will hold their ninth grade
commencement tonight at

7:15 in Third Christian
Reformed Church. The Rev.
Joseph Brinks will address the

57 graduates and their guests.

Curtis Alofs, class presi-

dent, will present the class

memorial to school board
President Henry Walcott.

Class valedictorian is

Michael Andersen, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Del Arendsen, 870

1

Maple Lane, and salutatorian

is Glenda Van Beek, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Gerrit Van
Beek, 29 Wall St.

The 57 graduates include

Curtis Alofs, Michael Arend-
sen, Debra Becksfort, Julie

Berens, Sheryl Boss, Steven
Boss, David Brouwer, Philip

De Kock, Patricia De Vries,

Karen Dornbush, Daniel
Dykgraaf, Sheryl Dykstra,
Ruth Evenhuis, Laurie Glass,

Jeffery Groenhof .

Larry Heyboer, Lois Hulst,

Brian Karsten, Barbara
Klomp, Douglas Klynstra,
Paul Kroll, David Lamer,
Wilson Leary IV, LeaAnn
Louwsma, Mark Mast, Lori

Meppelink, Dawn Nagelkirk,
Michael Rietsma, Vicki
Scholten, Shelly Schreur,
Thomas Sluiter, Elayn
Spykman.

Beth Steenwyk, Sherrie
Stuursma, Nancy
Tinklenberg, Kimberly

i

Ulberg, Glenda Van Beek,
Debra VanDen Bosch, Ruth
Van Haitsma, Merry Van
Ham, Brian Van Hoven,
Laurel Veldheer, Martin
Visser, Gary Vredeveld, Jana
Vugteveen, Arlan Walters.
Bonnie Walters.

Craig Walters, Kevin
Walters, Michael Walters,
Randall Westrate, Ronald
Westrate, Curtis Wierda, John
Wiersema, Marian Welters,

Gary Zwagerman, Mary
Zylstra.

BASIC WORDS STRESSED — Lip reading instructor Jill Sanders leads the class in discussion as they go ver a list of words
starting with "r's." The students are active participants in the hour long sessions held at the Good Samaritan Center inHolland. ( Sentinel photos hv Dave Sundin I

common problem and they She added, “Some people
can talk about it." may be natural lip readers

Tlx- only requirements for They may have worked in an
the class is to be hard of noisy environment, such as a

hearing, know English, speak factory so they have picked it

and write it. "We need to have up. others really have to work
these requirements otherwise at it."

it can be difficult on the whole- — As the teacher thinks the

class." said Mrs. Sanders. students are fun to work with.

the same holds true for the since coming to the class,

students working w ith the their ability has improved,instructor. The most difficult thing for

ft* Turschman and Mimi me about lip reading is gellin*

Parkw. two ot the students. P™ple to enunciate their

both feel Mrs. Sanders is a wor* Some people are ready
good teacher. Both related hart to read eopectaBy those

with accents." said Mrs.
how they lip read at home but Parkes.

The Flip-Flop World
Of Olive Davies, Grad

UNIQUE GRADUATE— Despite receiving a nursing degree,
Mrs. Arthur Davies of 102 East 21th St., pictured with her
husband, completed high school requirements and received
her diploma in ceremonies at Holland High Thursday night.

She was named valedictorian of her adult high school

graduating class. (Sentinel photo)

By Ann Hungerford
Olive is a little backwards
But it couldn't matter less to

her proud family.

Mother of four college

graduates and wife to another.

Mrs. Arthur Davies simply
"had to keep up."

And she did...evenjif in

reverse.

That effort culminated
Thursday night.

Unable to keep the tears in,

Olive dabbed at her eyes with

a handkerchief as she
emerged from the Holland
High School auditorium.

Clutched and kissed by-

family and friends. Olive’s

pride and delight in being
named valedictorian of her
adult graduating class were
hardly concealed beneath her
tassled cap and flowing red

gown.
Decision to keep the an-

nouncement a secret until

presentation time was
determined by Dan Lukich,

director of community
education. The effect was
amusing.

Supt. Donald Ihrman with a

clear view from the stage
later described the new graos
amazement upon hearing her
name.

She clutched her chest and
exclaimed in silent expression
"Who? Me?"
The trek up to the podium

followed a lengthy hesitation

as disbelief melted into
motion.

More than ten years ago.

Olive embarked upon a
licensed practical nursing
program at Grand Rapids
Junior College. She commuted
daily to the college for a year.

But her satisfaction at

completing the program and
her subsequent employment
in the pediatrics department
of Holland Hospital still failed

to dampen her desiw? to

graduate from high school.

Despite her college ex-

perience. Olive determined to

attend, not return, to high
school.

Due to the illness of her

father, Olive dropped out of

school before the ninth grade
to take care of the family.

Three years ago she began a

concentfated course to earn a

diploma. And outside of a few
credits awarded for her
college science courses, she
earned every credit the hard

way. sitting in the classes.

The-GED is not her style.

"You miss all the fun of

learning, "she explains.

Her husband, a teacher of

English and Bible at Holland
Christian High School,
describes her spirit as "grit."

With a wink toward his

father and a hug for his

mother, Paul Davies teased.

"I always knew I got my
brains from my mother. She's
the smartest one in the whole
family. No one else made
valedictorian."

After three years of grit, it

seemed almost inevitable.

Vocational
Center

GRAND HAVEN - The
Ottawa Area Intermediate
School District Board of

Education reviewed, in depth,

the total cost for construction
to date for the Area Vocational
Center at its monthly meeting
Thursday.

The board also reviewed the

cash flow projection for the

1977-78 year for the Vocational
Education program and will

request a $500,000 loan for

1977-78 to alleviate a cash flow-

problem.
The board further reviewed

the proposed 1977-78 operation
budget for the Vocational
Center listed at $653,730.

A special meeting was
scheduled July 1 to review and
approve purchase of equip-

ment for the Area Vocational
Center.

Two instructors were ap-

proved for the vocational

center in the appliance repair

and automotive areas,
completing the instrctional

staff for 12 programs to be
offered in the fall. Also ap-

proved was a Special Needs
project for the center for 1977-

78. totaling $34,680.

A special meeting was set

July 7 at 8 p.m. in the Ottawa
County building on a property
transfer request from Zeeland
to Hamilton, and from
Zeeland to Allendale.

The board approved
designation of Ottawa Area
Intermediate District as a*

supplemental center for 1977 '

78 contingent on negotiatinij

with the State Department c '

Education on a contract.

Police Notes
Several windows were

damaged at the E.E Fell

Junior High School Friday-

night. according to Holland
police.

The windows on the first

floor of the building apparent-
ly were shot at with a BB gun.

police report, and one window
was damaged with a baseball.

No estimate of damage was
given.Students Graduate

From Michigan SERVICE DIRECTORY
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EAST LANSING - Spring
commencement ceremonies
for 5.104 degree candidates
were held at Michigan State

University Saturday, June 11.

Andrew Young. U.S. am-
bassador to the United
Nations, was the keynote
speaker at the undergraduate
commencement ceremonies.
He was awarded an honorary
doctor of humanities degree.

Honorary degrees were also

presented to John R. Hamann,
president and chief operating
officer of Detroit Edison Co.,

and Charles Eames, renowned
architect and furniture
designer. Hamann received
an honorary doctor of science

degree and Eames received
an honorary doctor of

humanities degree.

Graduates from Holland
were Melvin Assink, 06508

120th Ave., BS; John L. Beem,
15856 Riley St., BA; Julane
Beukema, 188 West 26th St.,

MA; Frederick DeWilde, 695

Park Ave., BS; Sara H.

Fredrickson, 5865 Lakeshore
Dr., BS; Scott C. Hearrington,
1325 Seminole Dr., BS, and
Fredric J. Heidema, 908

Woodbridge Ave., DVM.

Holland students also in-

clude Marlene Kuite, 161 East
37th St., MA; Jesse R. Miller,

145 129th Ave., Marcia J.

Finder, 1281 Heather Dr., MA;
Vaughn VanDenBrink, 523

Butternut Dr., BS; Melvin C.

VanderBie, 15246 Pineridge
Ct., MBA, and G. Van-

Wyngarden, A-3909 142nd St.,

EDS.
Other graduates from the

Holland area include Donald
F. Forster, Route 6, Allegan,

BS; James H. Wesseldyk. 152

Park Dr., Allegan. DVM,
Charles L. Green, Fennville,

MA; George L. McMahon,
Route 1 Box 254, Fennville,

PHD; Jack E. Brummel, 230

Sanford Ct., Zeeland, DVM,
and Faith R. DeWeerd, 306

North State St., Zeeland, MA.r Y
Hospital

NotesS s
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Admitted to Holland
Hospital Monday were Anna
Van Den Berg, 22 Dunton,
Lena Metzger, Allegan;
Joyleen Dice, Coopersville;

Glenda Grassmid, 0-3735
140th Ave.; Margaret Black,
Otsego, Bobby Turner, 236 E.
12th St.; Jason Ver Hoeven,
771 Lillian Ave;; Wendy
McCarty, Fennville;
Abraham Moore, 3470 58th St.

Discharged Monday were
Frank Aman, 2221-? W. 12th

St.; Patricia Becksvoort, A
6175 146th Ave.; Phillips

Brooks, Haven Park, Russell

Gambrel, 730 2nd Ave.;
Clarence Nies, 54 W. 34th St;
Rosemarie Orpin, 447 W. 21st

St. ; Clarence Owen, 15770 New
Holland St.; Katherine Van
Eyck, 533 W. 21st St; Fannie
Woudstra, 493 W. 32nd St.
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