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THIs WEEK IN SPORts

Wednesday          Oct. 22 
 Men’s Soccer
vs. Olivet 4 p.m.

Saturday          Nov. 1              
Football
vs. Olivet 1 p.m.

Men’s Soccer
vs Calvin 2 p.m.

 

IN BRIEF

WOMEN’S SOCCER    
           

�e Flying Dutch have had a 
very successful second half of the 
season, pulling out wins both on 
the road and at home. �ough 
the team dropped a game to op-
ponent Adrian in overtime this 
past weekend, they held onto 
second place in the MIAA and 
are currently 11-5 on the sea-
son.

CROSS COUNTRY    
           

In a tough �eld with many na-
tionally ranked teams, the men’s 
cross country team ran hard to 
a 14th place �nish in a 32-team 
�eld. �e women �nished 15 out 
of 30 in their race. �e Dutch-
men were led by Seth Weener 
(’08) and Rob Bailey (’09). On the 
women’s side, Karli Sikma (’12) 
and Kate Nelson (’12) were the 
top runners. �e teams will next 
compete in the MIAA champi-
onships on Nov. 1.

SWIMMING    
           

Both men’s and women’s 
teams return strong swimmers 
who look to lead them to a sec-
ond consecutive conference 
title. Both teams opened the 
season with a non-scoring tri 
with MIAA opponents Olivet 
and Alma. �e teams will open 
o�cial conference competition 
on Nov. 1 against Alma.

HOCKEY     

Just six games into the season 
the Hope College hockey team 
holds a strong 5-1 record.  �eir 
lone loss came to Grand Valley 
State University hockey club 3-
6.  �e Dutchmen are hoping to 
build o� of last years �fth place 
�nish in the nation and 26-3 re-
cord.  

MIAA                                
 PLaYERS OF ThE WEEK 

Men’s Soccer
Mitchell Currie (’09)

Defense

Women’s Soccer
Elizabeth Hamer (’12)

Mid�eld

Assistant Hope College 
women’s basketball coach 
Morgan Hughes has begun a 
2-year-long internship at Hope 
that is funded through a grant 
from the NCAA. Hughes, a 
2007 Hope graduate, will assist 
athletic directors Eva Dean 
Folkert and Ray Smith as well as 
women’s basketball coach Brian 
Morehouse during the entire 
internship. 

As an intern, Hughes will 
help Folkert and Smith plan and 
organize various Hope sporting 
events as well as hire workers for 
sporting events. As an assistant 
women’s basketball coach, 
Hughes will assist the team 
in practices, games, scouting, 
recruiting, technology needs 
and administrative work.  

Since beginning the 
internship in August, Hughes 
has also been appointed 
as the advisor of “Athletes 
Coming Together,” which was 
formerly known as the Student-
Athlete Advisory Committee.  
Athletes Coming Together 
is a committee comprised 
of student-athletes that are 
nominated by their coaches to 
represent their athletic team. 
Committee members serve as a 
liaison between student-athletes 
and the Hope College athletic 
department administration. 

Meanwhile, as an assistant 

basketball coach, Hughes will 
have an opportunity to travel 
with the women’s basketball 
team during its home and 
away games. Hughes will also 
be able to travel around the 
country as a recruiter for the 
team throughout her internship 
experience. Finally, Hughes 
will attend various nationwide 
conventions and conferences 
during the next two years.

Hughes’ passion for sports led 
her to consider the internship 
experience.

“I love working with 
students, I love athletics and I 
love basketball. �is internship 
combines all three of the things 
that I love and I get paid for it. 
What could be better?” Hughes 

said.
Hughes is hoping to continue 

to expand her knowledge at 
Hope College while also giving 
back to the Hope community 
through the talents she has been 
blessed with. 

“�e internship will give me 
a chance to learn from two very 
successful athletic directors and 
a successful women’s basketball 
coach,” Hughes said. “I would 
not have stayed around at Hope 
if I did not think I still had more 
to learn and to contribute. It just 
seemed like the right (place) at 
the right time and I have been 
very happy with the decision.” 

Hughes’ internship has been 
funded though a grant from the 
NCAA. �e grant is known as the 

Ethnic Minority and Women’s 
Internship Grant Program.

“A goal of the NCAA (is) 
to open doors for women and 
minorities to be able to work at 
the Division III collegiate level,” 
Hughes said.

In the meantime, during the 
internship, Hughes has been 
impacted by the guidance of 
Coach Morehouse. 

“I have learned a lot from him 
the past �ve years and I look 
forward to learning more and 
to contributing more during the 
next two years, “ Hughes said. 
“Coach Morehouse has (led) me 
to where I am today.” 

During her internship, 
Hughes is hoping to increase 
her knowledge and to gain 
experience in athletic directing 
and coaching at the collegiate 
level. Hughes is currently 
focused solely on her internship 
at Hope and does not have any 
exact plans for the future once 
she completes the internship.

“I have learned at this point 
in my life that I can’t plan the 
future, but the idea is to continue 
to work in Division III athletics 
as an athletic director and/or 
coach,” Hughes said. “I will 
see what is available when the 
time comes, but right now I am 
more focused on my job here, 
learning as much as possible 
and contributing as much as I 
can to make Hope a great place 
to be.”  

Hope alumnus captures prestigious NCAA internship

Soccer shoots for MIAA championship

sTRonG KICK— Shaun Groetsema (’12) digs in for a kick against Kalamazoo College.  Hope 
won the game 3-1 and face Olivet College at home tonight.
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With the second half of 
the MIAA season in front of 
them, Hope College’s men’s 
soccer team continues to look 
strong.  �e team defeated Alma 
College 2-0 on  Oct. 14 and then 
continued their winning ways 
against Kalamazoo College with 
a 3-1 win Oct. 18.  

Leading the way for the 
Dutchmen on the season is Jack 
Abe (’09) with seven goals and 
three assists.  Also of note is 
Mitchell Currie (’09) who was 
honored as the MIAA defensive 
player of the week due to his 
strong defensive e�orts in the 
games against Kalamazoo and 
Alma.

With six games remaining 
in the MIAA season Hope sits 
one game behind rival Calvin 
College in the MIAA standings.  
�ey will face Calvin again Nov. 
1 at home. 

Volleyball demolishes attendance record
�e rivalry between Hope 

College and Calvin College 
gained notoriety Friday night 
when DeVos Fieldhouse housed 
the largest crowd in Division III 
volleyball regular season history 
as the Dutch squared o� against 
the Knights.  DeVos housed 2,307 
fans, easily topping the previous 
mark of 1,850 set in 2000 when 

Roanoke College defeated 
Washington & Lee University.  
�e crowd witnessed a tough 
back and forth match up as the 
teams battled for the win.  �e 
Dutch ended up falling short in 
the �fth set, 13-15.

Hope lost the �rst set 20-25, 
after falling behind early they 
were not able to make up the 
de�cit.  �e team came back 
strong in the second set, with a 

commanding 25-23 win.  Hope 
continued to rally in the next set, 
coming out on top 25-18, but 
lost the next 13-25.  

�e back and forth battle 
culminated in an evenly matched 
�fth set up to 15 points.    In this 
�nal battle Hope fell just short, 
losing 13-15.  

�e team still holds on to 
their lead in the MIAA with an 
11-1 record. 

PHOTO COURTESY HOpE PUBLIC RELaTIONS

KEY AssIsT— Morgan Hughes (far left) poses with the other 
women’s basketball coaches.

Volleyball Hosts 
Midwest Invitational

Friday, Oct. 31, Alma College, 
4:30 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 31, Heidelberg 
College, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 1, Kalamazoo 
College, 11 a.m.

Saturday, Nov. 1, Baldwin-
Wallace College 1:30 p.m.

James Ralston
SpORTS EDITOR
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Golf teams wrap up fall MIAA season 
Women’s golf improve on season finish

As the weather cools and the 
leaves continue to change colors, 
many of Hope’s fall sports teams 
are in the final stretch of their 
seasons. Over the long weekend 
of Fall Break, Oct. 10-11, 
Women’s golf concluded a very 
successful 2008 season. 

With only three returning 
players and many freshmen 
players in the starting five, the 
team worked hard all season, 
finishing third behind Olivet 
College and St. Mary’s College. 
The Flying Dutch were a stroke 
ahead of St. Mary’s heading into 
the Conference Championships 
but were unable to hang on to 
their lead. Nonetheless, after 
finishing fourth in the 2007-
2008 season, finishing one place 
ahead in the final standings with 
such a young team bodes well 
for the future. 

In addition to a strong team 
finish, there were individual 
honors given to members of 
the team. Megan Scholten (’12) 
was named to the All-MIAA 
First Team, and captain Cassie 
Sneller (’10) was given Second 
Team honors. 

At the Hope Invitational 
on Oct. 7, the Flying Dutch 
took first in their second home 
tournament. Hope ‘A’ topped 
the competition, finishing at 349 
strokes while Hope ‘B’ followed 
them at 369. 

Overall this was an extremely 
successful tournament for the 
team. In nine tournaments 
played, the Flying Dutch never 
finished lower than 5th place, 
capturing first twice. Also, they 
managed to stay close with St. 
Mary’s and Olivet throughout 
the season. Powerhouse Olivet 
has captured the conference title 
for the last three seasons, but 
with improvement every season, 
Hope’s team will look to end 
their streak. 

Even though the first portion 
of their season has ended, the 
team is not quite finished for 
this school year. In the spring, 
they will participate in three 18- 
hole rounds along with the rest 
of their conference to determine 
the winner of automatic berth 
to the NCAA tournament. Now 
that the new players have had a 
chance to adjust and find their 
stride, the Flying Dutch hope to 
come out with the low score and 
qualify for the post- season for 
the first time since 2004. 

Despite a relative lack of 
experience and many new 
players, the women’s golf team 
worked hard all season to finish 
in the top three in the MIAA 
conference. As they look to 
the future, the team hopes to 
use the experience gained this 
year to power ahead in the 
standings, qualify for the NCAA 
tournament and claim future 
conference championships.

Flying Dutchmen just miss conference championship

   At the start of the first portion 
of the 2008-2009 season, the 
Flying Dutchmen were coming 
off of a successful trip into the 
NCAA tournament where they 
finished 18th as a team. With 
a team split evenly between 
returning players and freshmen, 
the men’s golf team knew that 
they could be a top performer in 
the MIAA conference again.

As predicted, the team 
did not disappoint, capturing 
second place. While this is only 
the second time in nine years 
that the team has not been 
conference champions, there is 
much to be proud of at the close 
of this season. Steven Strock 
(’10) brought in top individual 
honors, finishing as the league 
medalist; the tenth time in the 
last 11 years Hope has received 
the honor.

 In addition to Strock being 
named to the All-MIAA First 
Team, Nick Campbell (’12) was 
named to the All-MIAA second 
team. 

Similar to their female 
counterparts, the Flying 
Dutchmen had an outstanding 
season, finishing lower than 
3rd only once. Though they 
were unable to pull out any 
tournament wins this season, 
the team finished second a 
remarkable six times, keeping 

them in the race for the 
championship right up until the 
end.

In their final tournament 
before the conference finals, the 
Dutchmen showed that they are 
a formidable opponent both in 
and out of the MIAA, finishing 
second at the Red Poling 
Classic where there were both 
conference and non- conference 
teams. Hope took second at the 
tournament, led by Campbell at 
77 strokes and Strock at 
78. 

Unlike the women’s 
team, the men do not 
have a short spring 
season to qualify for 
the post-season. For 
the men, the conference 
champion is awarded 
the automatic berth. The 
Dutchmen have gone to 
the NCAA tournament 
the last three years now, 
but will have to wait 
and see if the selection 
committee awards them 
a spot to make it four in 
a row. 

Looking to the 
future, the Dutchmen 
have a good chance 
of continuing their 
dominating streak 
in conference play. 
Though they lose depth 
and experience with the 
loss of  three seniors, 

the six freshmen have done a 
commendable job of being ready 
to step up when called upon. 

Even though they were 
unable to catch Olivet, the men’s 
golf team had a strong season 
overall. With many of the players 
returning for next season, 
the Dutchmen are confident 
that they have what it takes to 
recapture the conference title 
and reestablish themselves as 
the team to beat.

Karen Patterson
Assistant Sports Editor

Karen Patterson
Assistant Sports Editor

Olivet	   299.4

Hope		   302.5

Trine	 	   303.1

Albion	   308.1

Calvin	   314.1

Adrian	   317.0

Kalamazoo  319.5

Alma		   323.2

Olivet	   329.5

Saint Mary’s   339.0

Hope  	   342.2

Albion	   365.7

Trine	 	   369.7	

Kalamazoo  370.0	

Alma		   378.0	

Adrian         409.0	

Calvin          411.7

Men’s Final
Results

Women’s Final 
Results

letting it fly— Megan Scholten (’12) tees off at a recent tournament. Scholten helped 
lead the Flying Dutch to a third place finish in the MIAA.

Photo courtesy Hope Public Relations

Closing in— Steve Strock (’09) 
lines up a put at the final MIAA Con-
ference Tournament. 

Photo courtesy Hope Public Relations


