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For weeks, the freshmen and sophomore girls, along with their Mo-
�U�D�O�H�� �%�R�\�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �V�D�F�U�L�¿�F�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �H�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J�V�� �W�R�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�� �O�R�Q�J�� �D�Q�G��
hard for the Nykerk Cup Competition, which was held Saturday, Nov. 
5. Both the class of 2009 and the class of 2008 delivered wonderful 
performances in the areas of song, oration, and a short play. 

The night started off with the class of 2009 singing “Build Me Up, 
Buttercup” directed by Kristen Greshel (’07) with motions directed by 
Ana Frikker (’07). The ‘09 Song Girls were accompanied by Emma 
Vought (’09) on piano. 

After ‘09 Song Girls were done performing, the Orator for the class 
of 2008, Anna West, performed her oration titled “(Welcome to) Our 
Global Neighborhood,” in which she encouraged everyone present to 
do small things with great love in order to form a more friendly neigh-
borhood.

Following West’s oration, the class of 2009 took the stage to per-
form their play, “Do You Yabba Dabba Do?” written and coached by 
Lauren Grumm (’07) and Jennifer Stults (’07). It told the comical 
story of the Hope College adventures of Pebbles Vanderstone, played 
by Emily Morgan (’09) and Bam Bam VanRubble, played by Keri 
Maxon (’09). Bam Bam VanRubble had to use pink tulip extract to 
steal Pebbles Vanderstone away from a pre-historic Calvin student. 

�$�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���µ�������S�O�D�\�����D���¿�I�W�H�H�Q���P�L�Q�X�W�H���L�Q�W�H�U�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H��
members to speculate on who they thought was going to win, and to 

watch the Morale Boys play buck-buck, which involved jumping on 
each others backs. At the end of intermission, the ‘08 and ‘09 Song 
Girls performed the song “My Guy” together. 

The competition resumed with the ‘08 Song Girls performing 
“Over the Rainbow” directed by Suzzy Lockwood (’06) with motions 
directed by Rachel VandeGiessen (’06). The ‘08 Song Girls were ac-
companied by Marina Kovalyuk (’08) on piano. 

After the ‘08 Song Girls performed, the Orator for the class of 
2009, Barbra Rubio, performed her oration titled “The Voice of Lib-
eration,” in which she spoke about stereotypes facing different groups 
today, and what we can do to stop these stereotypes.

The competition was wrapped up with the performance of the ‘08 
play, “The Phantom of the Nykerk.” The play told the story of a the-
ater group trying to rehearse for their play “Romeo and Britney,” star-
�U�L�Q�J�� �%�U�L�W�Q�H�\�� �6�S�H�D�U�V���� �R�Q�O�\�� �W�R�� �¿�Q�G�� �R�X�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �S�O�D�\�� �Z�D�V�� �L�Q�� �G�D�Q�J�H�U��
of being sabotaged by the phantom of the Nykerk, played by Calista 
Peterson (’08), unless Britney Spears, played by Tiffany Hayes (’08), 
was replaced by Juliet, played by Stacy Thomas (’08).

After introducing the committee and playing a video summarizing 
the participants’ hard work and dedication involved over the past few 
weeks, it was time to present the Nykerk cup to the winner—the class 
of 2008! 

The class of 2008 erupted into shouts of joy that echoed throughout 
the Civic Center. 

Congratulations ‘08 girls!

Andrea Vandenburgh
GUEST WRITER

GRAPHIC BY DYLANA PINTER

4

Even Year repeats Nykerk victory

Editor’s Note:
The following article appeared in the October 24, 1990 

Anchor during a movement for integration of both Nykerk 
and the Pull. The Pull became integrated in 1994.

Nykerk ’90 became the center of another integration 
push as Eric Westra (’93) attempted to participate in the tra-
ditionally all-female Nykerk competition. He was denied 
participation by the Campus Life board after hearing repre-
sentatives of both sides.

Westra said he tried our for the competition because he 
loves to sing, not just to make waves. 

“I just though it would be fun to sing in Nykerk,” Westra 
said. Westra said he liked the competitive aspect of Nykerk, 
which is why he said he went out for song instead of being 
a Morale Guy.

Westra was a Morale Guy in last year’s competition, but 
says, “I found it unappealing.”

When asked about why he didn’t go out for song last 
�\�H�D�U�����:�H�V�W�U�D���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�W���Z�D�V���K�L�V���¿�U�V�W���\�H�D�U���R�Q���F�D�P�S�X�V����
so he went on with the tradition.

The Nykerk tradition spans 55 years and that has been 
the obstacle Westra has not overcome.

The Campus Life Board addressed the issue at its Oct. 16 
meeting and voted eight to one to leave the Nykerk tradition 
intact for at least this year, though they have put it under 
review.

Becky Van Hekken (’91), chair of the Nykerk committee, 

said in the Grand Rapids Press, “A guy can’t just show up 
and expect to overturn 55 years of tradition just like that.”

Van Hekken continued, “If we allow the show to be-
come integrated, my feeling is that this whole grand tradi-
tion will die.”

In the Holland Sentinel, Van Hekken said, “I think it’s 
very valiant of Eric, but the song has already been set and 
it’s a girl’s song. I am open for suggestions for next year, 
but this year is too late.” This refers to the fact that the ’93 
song has been decided and is, “Ma, He’s Making Eyes at 
Me.”

Westra responded that this song was written in four parts, 
but that it isn’t necessary that additional copies be ordered 
since he can also sing second alto. Westra also said the song 
�Z�D�V���Q�R�W���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q���V�R���W�K�D�W���L�W���Z�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���O�R�R�N��
that strange to have a male singing it.

Westra said that before he took his case to the Campus 
Life Board, he called alumni to get their opinions on the 
issue. Westra said, “Most people were apathetic and really 
didn’t care.”

He said, “About two-thirds weren’t opposed to it.” Wes-
tra said that he called about one person for each letter of 
the alphabet.

In response to the questions about the board hearing, 
Westra said that the board “spent 15 minutes discussing 
whether or not to discuss it since it wasn’t on the agenda.” 
Westra said that unlike the usual pro-con speaker rotation, 
speakers were simply chosen at random in this case so he 
couldn’t respond to some of the arguments.

The panel eventually decided that they would look into 
integrating Nykerk, but that it couldn’t be done this year.

When asked about the Pull, Westra said that he thought 
that it would be fair if Nykerk is integrated that the Pull 
should be too. Westra said that having girls with ability in 
the Pull would be great. Westra said he didn’t think there 
was much interest with women wanting to get on the rope 
as there is with men wanting to be involved with Nykerk.

Westra said he knew that there would be opposition, but 
that he didn’t try out to make waves, or to take a stand 
on the Pull-Nykerk sexism issue. He said that he chose 
Nykerk because “I have no desire to tug on a rope for three 
hours.”

Westra said “I don’t want to change the whole tradition, 
just hopefully evolve it into something better.” Westra also 
said he sees tradition as a poor argument. “There are so 
many traditions that have died. Fresh(persons) used to wear 
beanies, (and) chapel used to be required,” Westra said.

The Campus Life board, it should be noted, did not rule 
out integration, they felt that “one quick decision like this 
should not be the vehicle to integrate Nykerk.”

If the Campus Life board decides to integrate Nykerk 
for next year’s competition, Westra will be an ineligible 
junior. 

Westra said he is “frustrated and saddened” that he was 
unable to participate, but it was interesting to see what a big 
deal was made out of it.

�7�K�X�V���I�D�U���W�K�H�U�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���Q�R���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O���U�X�O�H�V�����V�L�P�S�O�\���K�D�Q�G-
ed down tradition.

Nykerk 1990: A Song Boy with a dream . . .

Bill Meengs
FORMER ARTS EdITOR

VOICE OF LIb-
ERaTION — Bar-
bra Rubio (’09) 
delivers the  Odd 
Year Oration.
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WElCOmE — Anna West (‘08) gives her ora-
ti on, “Our Global Neighborhood.”

PHOTO BY DAVId LEE

SHE’S ThERE — Calista Peterson (‘08) portays “The Phantom of 
the Nykerk.”

PHOTO BY DAVId LEE

STRIKINg a pOSE— 
As Bam Bam, Keri 
�0�D�[�R�Q�� ���¶�������� �Á�H�[�H�V��
her muscles for Peb-
bles.

abOvE, Even Year Play re-
ceives a note from the “Phan-
tom of the Nyekerk.” 

LEFT, Odd Year Song per-
forms “Build Me Up, Butter-
cup.”

PHOTO BY DAVId LEE
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Erin L’Hotta
Editor-In-Chief

           

the thoughts 
that lie

under hope

    “I’m not a feminist, but…”
 I signed up for my last semester of college classes yesterday. 

I found myself getting weepy. Nostalgic. Reflective on how many 
classes I’ve taken that have truly changed me. I’d be lying if I said 
I wasn’t afraid when I signed up for Psychology of Women with 
Jane Dickie. I didn’t want to learn about feminist theory. Believe 
me. Exploring the subject scared me, and it scared me because it 
meant I might change. And the truth is, Jane’s class has changed 
me. It’s opened my eyes to different people groups, specifically 
women, that I didn’t even know are unconsciously oppressed.

The class has caused me to seriously reflect on my already 
existing views and see how issues of feminism fit in. I attended 
the Nykerk Cup Competition on Nov. 5—the 71st annual 
singing, acting and oration event for Hope College women. 
I highly support the celebration of women. And I recognize 
Nykerk as a way women can express themselves orally and 
dramatically. As I sat in the balcony watching the six-act 
performance, I saw women who spoke strong and proud. But at 
the same time, I saw women escorted by men to and from their 
seats to speak strong and proud. After taking the time to reflect 
on the whole event, I raise the question: What is Nykerk truly 
celebrating?  The voice of women or traditional femininity?

When I was a Song Girl two years ago, I remember being 
told to “sit pretty.” Shoulders back. Hands folded on my knees. 
Smile. Don’t move for three hours. During intermission, 
hundreds of people took pictures of me, like a fish in a fish bowl 
“sitting pretty,” while the Song Coach put lip-gloss on my lips. 

At the time, I didn’t really understand what I was doing. Now, 
I look at this and really wonder what it implies. What does it 
mean when the Morale Boys hold up signs that read: “You are 
R-E-D Red Hot!” “Shake it like a salt shaker!”? These are signs 
encouraging the Song Girls. But what are they encouraging 
them to do? To find their voice? Or be poised and attractive?

My favorite part of Nykerk is the performance of song. ’09 
Song Girls sang “Build Me Up Buttercup.” I love this song. It’s 
catchy. Fun. It was very well sung.  But when I took the time 
to actually listen to the words of the song, I questioned what 
they implied about men and women. “You let me down, mess 
me around, worst of all you never call baby when you say you 
will…although you’re untrue, I’m attracted to you all the more.”  

The intermission song was “My Guy.” They sang: “He’s 
a handsome Marine, he’s a mean machine, he’s my guy. 
He’s every bit of man, he’s a hero, he’s a ram. He’s my guy.” 

I listened to these songs, wondering if they are really 
empowering women to express themselves through song. Or are 
the lyrics of the songs reinforcing gender roles—men are machines 
while women must be faithful even though men mistreat them.

The play performance is meant to be quite the opposite of song. 
Some may say that it shows women can be vivacious. And I think 
this is true. The title of ’09’s play was “Do You Yabba Dabba Do?” 
The play featured the Flintstones, with a plot revolving around the 
wedding of Pebbles and Bam Bam. Many one-liners consisted of 
men fighting over women and women getting excited to be married 
to masculine men. Don’t get me wrong, I thought that many parts 
of the play were humorous, and I thought that ’08’s play, “The 
Phantom of the Nykerk,” was also well performed. But I raise 
the question, where is the fine line between joking about women 
seeking self worth in marrying men and actually believing it? 

 According to the American Psychological Association, it 
is statistically proven that aggression, physical strength and 
sexual drive are the only three notable biological differences 
between males and females. If this is true, why does Nykerk 
affirm the existence of other biological differences?  Jane 
told me that our society creates social scripts dictating that 
males are one way and females another, a dangerous reality 
which inevitably limits our own personal growth because 
we want to fit the mold of what our gender “should be.”

I realize that Nykerk is a tradition, and I’ve always 
appreciated Hope’s commitment to tradition.  I also understand 
that Nykerk is only an annual event. But do the attitudes 
displayed in Nykerk really stop once we step outside the 
Civic Center?  Are we limiting our own personal growth 
by trying to fit a mold of what our gender “should be?”

Low diversity to blame for racism on campus
To the Editor:
The human mind tends to form ideas based on 

what the individual sees, hears or is in contact with. 
With low diversity in a given place, most people will 
seek an understanding of the few “different” people 
by relating them to what other people or the media 
says. The inevitable result of this is stereotyping and 
in greater extremes, conscious or unconscious racism. 

I have been appalled on several occasions when 
people adjust their regular speech to a heavy slang, 
assuming that’s the way to best interact with me. I, 
however, cannot blame them because as an international 
student, I also had many assumptions about Americans 
that I have since dismissed because I have had a 
chance to interact with and understand Americans. 

To the Editor:
An old Sunday school song came to my mind 

the other day. “Jesus loves the little children, all 
the little children of the world … yellow, black 
and white, they are precious in His sight…” 

I remember when everyone sang it without looking 
around to see who looked different. We were just 
thrilled to know that Jesus loved us. Now 15 plus 
years later, I was walking through a college campus 
in a country that was not my own, and I wondered if I 
could sing that again with the same feeling. I could 
not answer that question. I stopped and thought, “What 
difference have I made as an international student?”

 While the international community is not very large, 
there still exists an invisible divide between them and 
the whole campus. Here is some information to help 
you understand more about the international community. 

 Time: A common joke that flies around the 
international office is time. Some of us do not show up 
on time. It does not mean that we are inconsiderate; it 
simply shows how time is viewed in different countries. 

Holidays: Holidays are the worst times for us. It is 
heartbreaking for us to see our roommates pack and 
go home. So, a word of advice to all those who have 
international roommates: Talk to them about their holiday 
plans, and if you would like to take them home with 
you, ask them. You might be surprised that they say yes. 

 Study Time: I often hear my friends talking about their 
international roommates’ study hours. They either would 

Challenges of being an international student

I now firmly believe that we are all really one people, 
we all share that one heartbeat of humanity and the 
differences that we see are only brought about by our 
different backgrounds. I believe that it would work the same 
positive way for anyone who is placed in a similar situation. 

For many, this situation will occur in Hope College 
only when the diversity issue is seriously addressed but 
until then, I have these three requests for every individual: 
Embrace diversity, try to understand your neighbor, and 
just be yourself!						    

			   Nixon Omollo (’06)

always be studying, or they would never study. Schooling 
outside the U.S is very different and it takes a while for 
international students to get into the flow of things here. 
Writing papers might take five minutes for one student, 
while it may take a long time for another. The next time an 
international student approaches you for help with a class, 
talk to them more instead of replying with a yes or a no.

Class Atmosphere: I grew up going to school that had 
classes of 40 students. The teacher lectured or gave notes 
for 45 minutes and we were done. We had little or no 
time to fool around, and it felt like we were there just for 
business. The class atmosphere at Hope is way different. 
It can be fun for an international student, or crazy. I have 
walked into classes, and everyone just looked at me, 
and I felt like there was something on my face. Some of 
my greetings do not get a response, and my smiles are 
responded with a blank face. It would be nice to receive a 
warm and welcoming greeting from my fellow students.

 Let us all learn to be sensitive to one another’s 
feelings. The next time you see an international 
student on campus, smile and ask how they are. 
Join clubs like International Relations Club, HAPA, 
and Japan Club to learn more. Help us make our 
experience at Hope something we will not forget.

			   Beula Pandian (’08)
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Do Hope students value academic integrity?

i’m reading...

CLASSIFIEDS
To Submit a Classified: 
Contact anchorads@hope.edu.  

Classifieds are $2 
for 25 words or less

 
Happy Birthday to Emily Our 
amazing, beautiful, sweet, charm-
ing cluster 1-3 girl! Hope you 
have a splendiferous day! God 
Bless You! Love Cluster 1-3

Free Classified Ad! The first per-
son to email their classified ad to 
anchorads@hope.edu will have 
their ad placed in the next Anchor 
free of charge!

Tim Nelson, Matt Lapham and 
Brandon Smith: From all of us in 
Durfee Hall we just wanted to say 
Happy Birthday! God has blessed us 
with great friends like all of you, and 
for that we are thankful! 
Your Brothers, Durfee Hall

Patty Larkin, Kaki King, Mimi Fox, 
and Muriel Anderson are...

La Guitara
Friday 
Nov. 11
7:30 p.m.
Knickerbocker 
Theatre
(downtown Holland)

A ground-breaking
performance of  four women 
guitarists from four different 
genres sharing one stage.

Underwritten by the Hope College Patrons for the Arts

$10 adults, $5 seniors, $3 18 & under • DeWitt Center Ticket Office (616-395-7890)
ALL ticket revenue goes toward supporting public school 

appearances by artists visiting Hope College.

Only West Michigan 

appearance!

www.pattylarkin.com/laguitara
“La Guitara is a snapshot of  an ever-changing landscape. These women are innovators and educators, 
alt types and concert hall performers, jazzers, blue players, composers and interpreters. La Guitara 
explores the contribution of  women to the evolution of  guitar.” Patty Larkin

Here’s what I’m not reading: I’m not reading powerful, 
positive anti-racism chalkings on Hope’s sidewalks because they 
were erased in preparation for a multicultural visitation day.  I’m 
not reading sincere remarks from the administration condemning 
the marginalization we all participate in at Hope.  And I’m not 
reading anything from the administration addressing how we’re 
going to make Hope a place where people welcome diversity.

To help fill the gaping hole in our campus, I offer 
you these books to open discussion and start to 
make up for what we, as a community, are lacking.

First, everyone knows about psychology professor David 
Myers’ book “A Christian Case for Gay Marriage.”  Co-written 
with Letha Dawson Scanzoni, “A Christian Case for Gay 
Marriage” uses social science research and well-developed 
Christian arguments to justify the legalization of marriage for 
homosexuals.  We know this.  But have you read it yet?  Even 
if you think your mind is made up, I urge you to read this as 
a contribution to your ability to intelligently discuss an issue 
of growing importance in our college, churches and country.  

Personally, I am completely in favor of legalizing gay 
marriage—to me, it is a straight-forward matter of civil 
rights.  Although I went into the book thinking it would 
confirm my already-established beliefs about homosexuality, 
and it did—but it also opened my eyes to the importance 
of marriage to individuals and in America as a country.  

So read it.  We all need our scopes widened a little, and 
this is what college is about, right?  This is where we push 
ourselves to know more and consider other points of view.

“Manifesta,” by Jennifer Baumgardner and Amy Richards, 
assesses the current status of feminism in America.  Now, I know 
that F-word is scary to a lot of you—perhaps you’re now picturing 
orgies and burning bras and all that. It’s important, however, to 
make an effort to recognize the core of feminism isn’t about those 
stereotypes; if you think women deserve equal opportunities 
and information and rights that allow them to choose between 
those opportunities, you’re probably a feminist.  Baumgardner 
and Richards comprehensively cover the issues faced by today’s 
feminists and the country they work and live in.  “Manifesta” 
covers problems like the image of women in the media, the 
difficulties of motherhood, the challenge of raising strong 
women and the pitiful status of international women’s rights.  It’s 
a crash course in women’s studies, packed with food for thought 
and timely reflections on how we think about women matters.

Alex Kotlowitz’s “The Other Side of the River” studies 
race relations in West Michigan’s own Benton Harbor and St. 
Joseph.  These two communities, separated only by a river and 
some carefully drawn lines, are divided as a result of the drastic 
difference in racial makeup.  Kotlowitz examines the history 
of race relations between the cities, taking a close look at the 
divisions that surface after the suspicious death of a black high 
school student.  Kotlowitz presents the importance of creating an 
inclusive community, one that accepts the challenges of diversity 
and embraces the struggle inherent in welcoming everyone. 

“It is at these moments of crisis, during these squalls, that we 
flail about, trying to find moral ballast.  By then it is usually too 
late.  The lines have been drawn… Accusations are hurled back 
and forth across the river like cannon fire.  And the cease-fires, 
when they occur, are just that, cease-fires temporary and fragile,” 
Kotlowitz says of the cities’ astronomical racial tensions.  By 
joining together and raising our collective consciousness, we can 
keep Hope from being a battle zone fraught with conflict and 
marginalization.  

By refusing discrimination and creating 
a framework for discussion in and out of the 
classroom, we can effectively achieve diversity.  

Let’s rise to the challenge and build a truly welcoming Hope.

To the Editor:
Dear students, is integrity important to you?  I 

hope so because it is a characteristic that is vital to 
your future success no matter what vocation you 
select.  Sadly, we see daily the lack of integrity at 
all levels of our culture.  Although sometimes there 
is little accountability, there are times when the 
consequences are career-ending.  Integrity is vital to 
the academic community; however, national statistics 
demonstrate that cheating in a variety of forms is far 
too common on college campuses.  Unfortunately, we 
see this too often within the Hope community. This is 
not something we condone at Hope College.

Over a year ago I requested that the Anchor publish 
a letter from me to the campus community concerning 
the issue of academic integrity.  Given the number of 
cases that continue to come across my desk due to 
violations of the Hope College Code for Academic 
Integrity (see p. 86-88 of the 2005-06 Hope Catalog), 
I thought it would be beneficial to send a reminder to 
students concerning the importance of demonstrating 
integrity in the completion of their coursework.  

The most common violation of the Code for 
Academic Integrity is plagiarism.  I am well aware that 
all students are introduced to the nature of plagiarism 
in English 113 as well as many other courses.  Many 
faculty include information on plagiarism in their 
syllabi and describe the consequences as well.  The 
policy is also described in great detail on both the 
English Department and Library websites (http://
www.hope.edu/lib/plagiarism/index.html).  I 
encourage you to review it carefully.  Other violations 
include but are not limited to: cheating on exams, 
collaborating on assignments without permission and 
falsifying reports.  

In the 2004-2005 academic year there were 58 
total cases reported to the Provost’s Office; up from 
42 in 2003-2004.  One of the cases was a third 
violation and two were second violations.  Sanctions 
for these violations ranged from a lowered grade on 
the assignment to a failing grade on the assignment to 
a failing grade in the course.  In the event of multiple 

violations, dismissal from a program and/or the 
college is a potential result and has occurred.

As we approach crunch time in the semester and 
you may be tempted to submit work that is not your 
own, be aware of the following:  1) It’s not hard 
for faculty to decipher professional writing from a 
student’s writing.  It’s also reasonably easy for faculty 
to identify plagiarized material using the GOOGLE 
search engine. 2)  College policy states that the 
“ordinary penalty for plagiarism will be failure in the 
course.”  Although there are always different levels 
of infractions, multiple students have already paid a 
serious price for their plagiarism by being failed in 
a course.  3)  Plagiarism records (as well as all other 
violations) are maintained by the Provost’s Office for 
a student’s full residence at the college and repeated 
violations could result in dismissal from the college.  
The records are destroyed at the time of graduation.  
4)  Plagiarism has many victims beyond the person 
doing the plagiarism and include the following:  the 
faculty person who has to spend extra hours tracking 
down the perpetrator and documenting the incident; 
possibly the family of the faculty member which is 
deprived of the time it takes to prosecute the incident 
and contend with the stress that it creates; the other 
students in the class who are following the expected 
rules; and the Provost who has to respond to each of 
the incidents and hear the appeals.

Therefore, I urge all students to demonstrate 
integrity in all of your work. Review guidelines 
for assignments and follow them carefully. 
Properly annotate and attribute all materials in your 
assignments. Think twice about lifting information off 
the Internet which itself may already be plagiarized 
material. When in doubt, ask your instructor about 
how to handle particular materials.   You will be more 
successful if you demonstrate integrity and honesty in 
all of your work.  I urge you to do so!

                                             
                                                   James N. Boelkins
                                                                    Provost

International, from page 1

those differences, understand them, ask questions, and   more importantly listen,” Peku said.
Members of the Hope community – both international and American – can complement each other as a 

beautiful tapestry, displaying various cultures and traditions.  IEW is just one way for students to be a part 
of that masterpiece.
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defending home — The teams will be present at the 
Meet the Dutch/Dutchmen annual kickoff this Friday, 5:30 
p.m.  Above: MIAA favorites, the Dutch perfect their pass-
ing during scrimmage practice. Below: J.V. teammates Ben 
VanArendonk (’09) takes it to the net v. Scott Glaser (’08). 

Upcoming Home 
Game

Nov. 12 Hope Football v. 
Alma             
1 p.m. at Holland Munici-
pal Stadium, 12 Street 
and Fairbanks Ave.
............................................

Sports Blurb

hope represents at 
NCAa tourneys            
Clinching their third 

MIAA championship, the 
Flying Dutch (18-2) will 
compete in the NCAA Divi-
sion tournament for a third 
consecutive year. The first 
round game is against De-
Pauw, Ind. (11-6) at 5 p.m. 
on  Friday. 

The Flying Dutch-
men (17-3) soccer team are 
champions of the MIAA 
and will be competing in the 
NCAA for the eighth time in 
school history against Gus-
tavus-Adolphus (12-2-3) at 
the University of Wisconsin 
on Friday at 1:30 p.m. 

The second place 
MIAA men’s (53) and 
women’s (59) cross country 
teams will be running in the 
NCAA meet on Saturday in 
Cincinnati, Ohio at 11 a.m.

Hope’s basketball teams 
prep for sell-out games 

Nick Hinkle
Senior Staff Writer

Devos opener

korf it — Kyle Pett (’05) 
scores for team U.S.A.  

Greg Reznich
Staff Writer

korfball: a new olympic sport?

Photos by Zach Trumble

Non-Profit 
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Hope College

November is upon us, the 
leaves cover the ground, cold rain 
will soon turn to snow, and fans 
will make the change from the cold 
bleachers of the football stadium 
to the warm, bright atmosphere of 
the hard court.  Basketball season 
is just around the corner, and this 
year Hope fans have even more to 
look forward to with the opening 
of the $22 million DeVos Field-
house. 

This will be the first time in 
75 years that Hope basketball 
will host home games on campus, 
as the teams have played at 
the Holland Civic Center.  The 
annual Meet the Dutch/Dutchmen 
preseason kickoff is Nov. 11. Fans 
can enter the east entrance for free 
at 5:30 p.m.

Both the men’s and women’s 
basketball teams will play their 
first games on Nov. 19.  The 
Flying Dutch will host Edgewood, 
Wis. at 5:30 p.m. and the Flying 
Dutchmen will challenge 
Elmhurst, Ill. at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets for the event went on 

sale last Friday and are expected 
to sell out for the inaugural event.  
Tickets are free to Hope students 
and faculty.

 Both teams enter the season as 
the favorite in the MIAA Preseason 
Coaches polls, the women 
receiving eight votes and the men 
receiving seven.  Men’s coach 
Glenn Van Wieren and women’s 
coach Brian Morehouse will look 
to uphold the expectations placed 
upon their teams. 

The men’s team of 14 returns 
eight letter winners, while the 
women’s team of 16 returns 
11 letter winners.  Leading the 
Dutchmen are fifth year senior 
Greg Immink who was sidelined 
last year after an ACL injury, 
Andy Phillips (’06), and Jeff 
Carlson (’06).  The Lady Dutch 
are led by returning letter winners 
Bria Ebels (’06), Linda Ebels 
(’06), Julie Henderson (’07) and 
Megan Noll (’06).  

Van Wieren enters his 29 
season as the coach with the most 
wins in MIAA basketball history 
with a record of 536-191 and 
15 conference championships. 

Morehouse is on his way to 
similar acclaim starting his tenth 
season as the 
women’s head 
coach and has 
won 80 percent 
of his games 
with five MIAA 
championships. 

A highlight 
of the season 
will occur on 
Jan. 14 when the 
Dutchmen hosts 
rival Calvin.  Both 
teams will also 
host a number 
of tournaments 

throughout the year at the new 
facilities. 

The traditional Dutch 
game called korfball made 
its way into the Dow Center 
Tuesday, Nov. 1.  The 
exhibition match featured 
Hope College (Team 
U.S.A.) v. Team Europe.  
The U.S. team lost to the 
Europeans, 14-7.

Both teams consist of 
players with a wide range 
of experience and age.  The 
U.S. team includes current 
Hope students and alumni, 
while the European team 
has players ranging from 

19 to 50 years in age.  
Unlike the American team, 
all of Europe’s players have 
korfball experience from 
various club teams.

Korfball, developed in 
1902 by Dutch teacher Nico 
Broekhuysen, provides a 
mix between basketball 
and ultimate frisbee.  Each 
team has eight players on 
the field with four in the 
offense zone and four in 
defense zone.  The zones 
are co-ed with two men and 
two women playing at all 
times.

Players must put a ball 
through a basket (with no 

b a c k b o a r d ) 
11½ feet 
above ground 
attached to a 
post.  Also, the 
ball is passed 
from player to 
player without 
dribbling.  The 
novice U.S. 
team struggled 
to follow 
the rules 
against the 
exper ienced 
Europeans. 

A l t h o u g h 
the U.S. team 
did not win, 
they feel the 
game was not 
a total loss. 
“We were able 
to compete 
with a team 
which had 
many upper 
level players 
and learn more 

about the rules of the game 
as it was officiated by a top 
level referee,” Coach Karla 
Wolters said. 

Wolters, Hope professor 
and softball coach, 
introduced korfball to West 
Michigan.  She became 
interested in the game 
after watching a match in 
the early 1990s.  Wolters, 
an International Korfball 
Federation member, teaches 
korfball classes in the 
Holland area and attended 
clinics last summer in the 
Netherlands to learn more 
about the sports.

Many U.S. players also 
enjoyed the competitive 
atmosphere brought to the 
match.

“It was a lot of fun 
and very intense,” Alyssa 
Alsum (’07) said.  “It was 
a great experience playing 
European players.”

However, European 
players thought the U.S. 
was a little too physical 
for a true korfball game.  
Tuesday’s game included 
numerous fouls with 
players bumping, pushing, 
and falling.

“They (U.S.A. team) 
play basketball style,” 
European team member, 
Dirk Sercu, said.  “We’re 
not used to it and we tried 
to adapt, but it was hard.”

With korfball classes 
and the knowledge from 
Coach Wolters, Team 
U.S.A will keep trying to 
improve on their skills and 
understanding of the rules.  

“Key strategies on 

offense are to get free 
of your defender so that 
you can shoot and on 
defense to not let your 
person get free to get 
off a shot,” Wolters said. 
“To accomplish these 
goals you must 
stay in constant 
motion because 
you cannot 
double team 
an opponent 
or play zone 
defense.”

W i t h  
k o r f b a l l 
making its way 
to Hope, the 
IKF ultimately 
hopes to 
spread the 
word about the 
sport.  Berthold 
Komduur, IKF 
s p o k e s m a n , 
wants to expand 
k o r f b a l l ’ s 
p o p u l a r i t y 
by playing 
throughout the 
U.S.

“We want 
to try to get 
co l l ege - l eve l 
teams started 
(in America) 
and hopefully 
get a good 
national team to 
compete in the 
world games,” 
Berthold said.

Some hope 
that, with U.S. 
r e c o g n i t i o n 
korfball will be  
at Olympics.  
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