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Frustration and
humiliation were
painful to Nasser

Editor’'s Note: Miles Copeland, former
U.S. diplomat and author of “The Game of
Nations,” had been a close friend of the
late Gamal Abdel Nasser since 1953, when
Copeland first served as a consultant to the
Egyptian government. He still visits Egypt
every two months and held day-long talks
with the Egyptian president in April.

By Miles Copeland

Israel is a country of two million
the late President Nasser told me
“and we are a country of 30

(AP) *
people,”
recently,
million.

"FOR ISRAEL TO to able to fly its
airplanes over Cairo any time it wants is as
humiliating to me as it would be to you if
the Cubans were able to fly over Washing-
ton and your armed forces were powerless
to stop them.”

Humiliation. This was the feeling which
was particularly painful to Nasser, and up
to the day of his death it was the one most

on his mind.

Next to frustration, that is.

IN_ SEPTEMBER 1969, Isracli raiders
struck deep into Egyptian territory and for
an encore kidnaped a radar base. A group
of senior Egyptian army officers reacted by
partly curbing Nasser’s power, at least to
the extent of inducing him to cancel a
number of dismissals, and to agree in the
future to accept their “advice” on promo-
tions, assignments and transfers.

At the same time Nasser suffered a heart
attack then described as a severe case of
influenza. His doctors advised him that his
life expectancy would be short unless he
agreed to cut down his working day from
the usual 14 hours to a reasonable four or
five.

SINCE THEN NASSER had been trying
to operate in a sort of chairman of the
board capacity. To one whose style was
tactics rather than strategy, the experience
must have been terribly frustrating.

By the time of the peace initiative by
U.S. Secretary of State William P. Rogers,
it appeared that Nasser had simply begun
to let things slide.

THE WORLD WILL never know how
Nasser really felt about the Rogers initia-
tive, or the possibility of peace with Israel.

To begin_with, back in 1953-54, he
needed Israel. With no strong feelings
about Israel itself, he needed Isracl as a
common enemy agamst which to unite the
Arabs.

If he could comfortably play the Ameri-
cans and the Russians off against one
another as merely the spokesman for
Egypt, how much more effective he would
be as a spokesman for the whole Arab
world.

LATER, AFTER TWO humiliating
defeats, he developed a genuine fecling of
hostility toward Israel. But then he saw the
two most loudly anti-Israel countries, Syria
and Iraq, virtually make peace with Israel.
They made it clear by their actions that
they had no intention of fighting Israel and
were more interested in squabbling with
each other.

Meanwhile, they accused Egypt, which
had been doing all the fighting, of pacifist
inclinations.

WE CANNOT KNOW how Nasser really
felt about all this, but given his ambition to
go down as a great historical figure, it is
easy to guess.

What did Nasser want?

First, like any good politician, he
wanted to stay in power.

Second, he wanted to use his power for
the benefit of Egypt — Egypt primarily,
and then the so-called Arab world. He

wanted to go down in history as one who
had truly benefited his country.

AS NASSER UNDERSTOOD his econo-
mic situation in the 1950s, he saw that
without massive aid, which could only
come from the United States, he couldn’t
possibly achieve a growth rate to keep up
with his country’s birth rate, one of the
highest in the world.

“With all the help in sight,” he once
told me, “and with all our best plans
coming out perfectly, all I can hope for is
to keep Egypt from slipping backwards.”
This was when, according to American
economic experts, Egypt needed some $1
billion a year in hard currency, and the
U.S. State Department was offering Nasser
$40 million.

“IF NASSER WOULD only stick to
Egypt and leave the rest of the Arab world
alone,” former Secretary of State John
Foster Dulles used to say, “we would give
him all the aid he wants.” But Nasser was
programmed to observe U.S. actions, not
words.

The United States was then giving him
aid and showing him deference to the
extent to which he was influential through-
out the Arab world and manifested a

capability of making a nuisance of himself:

When his behavior was not to our liking,
we rewarded him. When he did as we
wished, we forgot him.

“IT SEEMS TO me,” a senior associate
told Dulles, “we should give Nasser credit
for being at least as intelligent as Pavlov’s
dog.”

And he was. Nasser began to hint that
he might turn to the Soviets, and we raised
our offer to $100 million. Then, being
somewhat smarter than Pavlov’s dog, he
began to sharpen his hints and actually to
take some Soviet aid.

The rest is history. Everyone knows
how Secretary Dulles withdrew his offer of
aid for the Aswan Dam and how Nasser
immediately got what he needed from the
Russians. What is not generally known is
that once the U.S. government observed
Nasser’s new chumminess with the Soviets,
it jumped right into the competiton and
began to offer greater amounts of aid than
ever before.

'LEBANESE PRESIDENT Camille
Chamoun was quick to spot the lesson.
“Our difficulty in getting aid from the
United States,” he once told me, “is that
we aren’t very good at being anti-Ameri-
can. Perhaps 1 can get President Nasser to
show me how,” he said facetiously.

Chamoun knew, as any of Nasser’s
closest friends knew, that the Egyptian
leader was never seriously anti-American,
not anyhow until the U.S. government
dropped out of the competiton and
became unreservedly pro-Isracl.

Nasser biography: the Arabs’ hero

(AP) Gamal Abdel Nasser, the most
important Arab statesman to emerge in
modern times, died in Cairo of a heart
attack last Monday with his dream of

uniting the Arab world behind him unful-
filled.

THE DAY BEFORE he died, he had
shepherded an agreement between Jordan’s
King Hussein and Arab guerrilla leader
Yasir Arafat to end Jordan’s bloody civil
war — a conflict that threatened interna-
tional intervention.

But even then, the agreement encour-
aged the guerrillas to increase their war
against Israel despite a cease-fire with Israel
that Nasser and Hussein had signed in
August.

WHEN DEATH CAME at the age of 52,
Nasser could point to the giant Soviet-built
Aswan Dam as a major achievement for
Egypt’s struggling industry and impover-
ished farmers. At the same time, his
country was bankrupt from 20 years of
battling Israel.

It was the Arab-Israeli war of 1948 that
led Nasser to plot the downfall of Egypt’s
King Farouk. Nasser, who risked a court
martial to go to the battlefield, was so
incensed at the incompetence of the Egypt-
ian army and its miserable equipment, that
he and other officers created their “Free
Officers” movement against the throne.

IN 1952, THE young officers moved in
and Farouk was out. Gen. Mohammed
Naguib, an old soldier, was named prime
minister. Nasser lived in a modest bunga-
low with his wife, two daughters and three
sons, working 20 hours a day to rebuild
Egypt according to his revolutionary
pattern.

In November 1954, Nasser pushed
Naguib out and took over the premiership,
still only 36 years old and confident.

THAT CONFIDENCE was shattered a
year later when the Israelis swept across
the Gaza strip, whipping the Egyptians
soundly.

It was the first of three times his army
was to be humiliated by the Israelis —
defeats that would have driven most Arab
politicians into the shadows.

INSTEAD, NASSER turned to the
Soviet Union for help, kept tight control
over the local Communists, and proclaimed
“positive neutrality.”

In 1956, in a daring move that threat-
ened an international face-down, Nasser
nationalized the Suez Canal. An Israeli
blitz swept across the Sinai desert while
French and British troops seized Port Said.

IN RARE UNISON, the United States
and the Soviet Union both denounced the
invasion and the British, French and
Israelis withdrew. The Russians followed
their diplomatic success with aid to build
the Aswan Dam.

Nasser’s most devastating defeat came in
1967, when Israel’s air force and shock
troops shattered the Egyptian army in a
six-day war that left the Israelis stationed
along the Suez.

HE RESIGNED “completely and for-
forever,” but agreed to return
to power when thousands of
hysterical Egyptians poured
into the street shouting his
name.

He grew noticeably more
stooped, however, and his smile
lost some of its dazzle. He
played less tennis but continued
his daily walks.

IN 1968 HE WENT to the
Soviet Union for medical treat-
ment. He returned to Moscow
last June and he spent 19 days
of June and July there dis-
cussing Middle East affairs with
Soviet leaders.

Nasser’s drive for  Arab
unity had to carry with it the
burden of his military ambi-
tions.

He sponsored two summit conferences
seeking pan-Arab unity, but both failed —
the Khartoum meeting in 1967 and the
1969 conference in Rabat, Morocco.

THERE WERE PLOTS against him and
one of his closest friends, Field Marshall
Abdel Hakim Amer, and 50 officers were
arrested in 1967 for planning his downfall.

Cairo announced after the arrests that

Amer committed suicide by poison.

Nasser was born Jan. 15, 1918, in a
village in upper Egypt, the son of a postal
clerk. He went to Cairo for schooling and
at 17 was active in the revolt against the
British who ruled the Suez Canal.

HE WAS JAILED in 1935, and rejoined
the rebels when he got out. Nasser was
permitted to enter military college in 1937
and left a year later with a second lieuten-
ant’s commission.

By World War II, Nasser was a captain,
attached to British forces that scored the
victory at El Alamein in 1942.

When the Palestine war erupted follow-
ing Israeli’s independence in 1948, he
resigned his commission and volunteered
for the front. The resignation was refused,
but Nasser went to Palestine anyway. It
was there that he and the other frustrated
Egyptians organized the move that drove
Farouk from the throne.

NASSER PROCLAIMED a new consti-
tution in January 1956, and six months
later he was chosen president with 99
percent of the vote.

Eighteen years of defeat, crisis and
frustration drew its toll and a year ago,
Nasser told a political rally he was tired of
his job.

EGYPT HAD ENJOYED “years of
glory” since the overthrow of Farouk, he
said, but “for myself, I consider each year
was the equivalent of 10 years of effort
and constructive work.”

In his book, “Egypt’s Liberation,”
Nasser wrote:

“For some reason it seems that within
the Arab circle there is a role wandering
aimlessly in search of a hero.”

For millions of Arabs, that role be-
longed to Nasser for 18 years.



