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Vets to be Remembered 
A Hope graduate will be 

remembered along with many 
other people who were never ac-
counted for in the Viet Nam War 
September 19, beginning at 9 
p.m. at the Freedom Tree near 
Peale Science Center. 

The Freedom Tree with its ac-
c o m p a n y i n g p l a q u e w a s 
dedicated on Homecoming 
weekend in 1974 by the parents of 
Richard Elzinga in memory of 
their son who disappeared during 
the war. 

September 19 is national POW-
MIA day. It is set aside to 
remember those who fought in 
Viet Nam and were never ac-
counted for by the Vietnamese 
after the end of hostilities, ac-
cording to veteran Dan Ben-
jamin. 

The local remembrance is be-
ing given by the Holland Area 
Chapter of the Viet Nam 
Veterans of America—Chapter 
73. 

The service will begin at the 
tree and continue at the Veterans 
Memorial in Centennial Park. All 
are invited to attend. 

Elzinga graduated from Hope 
in 1964. He then attended 
graduate school at the Univer-
sities of Oregon and New Mexico 
before entering Officers' Train-
ing School in April 1966. 

He became a b-52 co-pilot in the 
Strategic Air Command at Beale 
Air Force Base after he received 
his wings in August of 1967, ac-
cording to his mother. 

In October 1969, Elzinga was 
assigned to the Cam Rahn Bay as 
Forward Air Controller in an 0-2, 
a light airplane used for recon 
work. 

Serving in that position until 
February 1970, he then became 
Air Attache for the United States 
Ambassador of Laos. 

On his first mission there, he 
became missing in action in the 
area of Long Tieng. 

Three years later, in March 
1973, a Pathet Lao agent was cap-
tured. He had with him three of 
Elzinga's travellers' checks. His 
mother explained that Elzinga 
had not been in his new position 
long enough to get a locker and 
thus carried his wallet. 

T h e m i l i t a r y o f f i c i a l l y 
declared Elzinga "killed in ac-
tion" in 1978. 

This has not put his parent's 
minds to rest however. 

A memorial service "did 

nothing for our spirits. It just 
won't go away until we have that 
accounting," stated his mother. 

Elzinga won the following 
awards: Distinguished Flying 
Cross, Air Medal, Vietnam Ser-

vice Medal with one Bronze Star, 
National Defense Service Medal, 
Republic of Vietnam Campaign 
Medal, and Small Arms Expert 
Marksmanship Ribbon. 
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The Freedom Tree will be the location of a ceremony remember -
ing Hope alumnus Richard Elzinga who was killed in the Viet 
Nam War. The ceremony will begin a t 9:00 p.m. on September 19. 
(photos by Paul Chamness.) 

Writing Competition 
Announced 
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On September 15, Honeywell 
will launch its fifth annual 
Futurist Awards Competition, an 
essay contest that asks students 
to predic t technology ad-
vancements 25 years from now. 

Honeywell wants college 
students to imagine the year 2011 
and write essays about the 
technological developments they 
foresee. This year's contest will 
offer 10 winners $3000 each and 
the chance to work for Honeywell 
next summer. 

Last year , 450 students, 
representing 325 colleges and 
universities in 47 states, entered 
the competition. 

The contest is open to all full-
time students at any accredited 
college in the United States. 
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Students are asked to leap 25 
years in the future and write an 
essay predicting developments 
in one of six technological areas: 
electronic communicat ions, 
energy, aerospace, computer 
science, manufacturing automa-
tion or office automation. A se-
cond essay must address the 
s o c i e t a l i m p a c t of t h e 
technological predictions. Each 
essay must be no longer than 1500 
words. 

Students can receive contest 
rules by writing Futurist Rules, 
Honeywel l T e l e m a r k e t i n g 
Center, Honeywell Plaza MN12-
4164, Minneapolis, MN 55408, or 
calling toll free 1(800)328-5111, 
ext. 1581. Requests for entry 
material must be received by 
December 31,1986. 

Completed essays must be 

pos tmarked no la ter than 
January 31,1987. In February, a 
panel of top Honeywell scientists 
and engineers will judge the 
essays on the basis of creativity, 
feasibility, clarity of expression 
and legibility. 

Winners will be announced in 
early March, and each of the 10 
winners will receive a two day, 
all expense pa id t r i p to 
Honeywell's headquarters in 
Minneapolis. 

Honeywell is a Minneapolis 
based international corporation 
tha t works toge ther with 
customers to help them achieve 
their goals through the applica-
tion of computers, communica-
tions and controls. The company 
has 94,000 employees worldwide, 
with 1985 revenue of $6.6 billion 
and net income of $281 million. 
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