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Men’s soccer spends 10 days in Ireland

Women’s soccer team travels to Scotland
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�e men’s soccer team 
wasn’t the only team from Hope 
College that had the opportunity 
to travel to Europe this summer. 
�e women’s soccer team also 
spent ten days in the British Isles, 
playing, serving and sightseeing 
in Scotland. Most of the 2008 
roster, including two graduated 
seniors, spent July 31 to Aug. 10 
in the country.

“Scotland is one of the 
nations where soccer is very 
popular,” Kirsten Kaufmann 
(’10), one of the 2009 captains, 
said. “�e fans are insane and 
most everyone there loves the 
game.”

�is was not the �rst time 
Hope’s women’s soccer team 
has gone to Scotland. �e team 
traveled to the United Kingdom 
in 2005.

“Four years ago the team 

did a London and Scotland trip 
and really enjoyed Scotland,” co-
captain Kristen Schwenk (’11) 
said. “We worked with the same 
trainer that the previous group 
used.”

While in Scotland, the 
women’s soccer team played 
against three Scottish teams and 
one Canadian team in friendly 
matches. One of the games 
against a Scottish team proved 
to be a great experience for the 
Flying Dutch.

“We played a club team 
that had seven national Scottish 
women’s team players on it,” 
Kara Marsman (’11), the third 
captain this year, said. “It was 
an intense and exhausting but 
rewarding experience.”

�e team also had the 
opportunity to see many famous 
places and events in Scotland, 
including the Highland Games, 
the Celtic stadium and the 

Military Tattoo Festival, a 
performance of military bands 
in Edinburgh. For Schwenk, one 
of the best places to visit was St. 
Andrews, the birthplace of golf.

“St. Andrews is a gorgeous 
little town on the water with lots 
of history,” Schwenk said. 

In addition to the cultural 
experience, the trip also helped 
the team begin the 2009 season 
on a strong note. For the �rst 
time since 2005, the women’s 
team opened their season 
with a win on Sept. 2 against 

Cornerstone University.
“Typically, coming into 

preseason tryouts, we haven’t 
played together since the spring,” 
Schwenk said. “I think that (our) 
playing together has given us an 
edge this season that we don’t 
usually have.”

Having spent time in a 
foreign country also allowed 
the team to bond, which they 
consider to be just as important 
as physical preparation.

“�e trip helped us come 
together as not only a team but 

a family,” Kaufmann said. “We’ve 
become closer, and I believe 
this will translate onto the �eld 
to help us work together and 
achieve great things.”

�e extra preseason training 
has already begun to pay o� for 
the Flying Dutch. In addition 
to defeating Cornerstone, the 
women also beat UM-Dearborn 
8-0 last Friday and Elmhurst 
College 4-3 on Saturday. �e 
women will also take on Kenyon 
College on Friday, Sept. 11, at 
Buys Athletic Fields at 2 p.m.

While many Hope College 
students spent their summer 
working or taking summer 
classes, members of the men’s 
soccer team were able to 
participate in a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity: the chance 
to travel to Ireland for 10 days 
to play soccer, do community 
service, and sightsee. 

Every four years, the NCAA 
allows teams to take international 
trips, so from July 29 to Aug. 8, 
more than 60 returning players, 
graduated seniors and families 
of the men’s soccer team toured 
the Emerald Isle. While on the 
trip, the team played against 
four teams from Ireland. Soccer 
is the fourth most popular sport 
in Ireland, and because of that 
Flying Dutchmen noticed some 
cultural di�erences between 
American teams and Irish 
teams.

“�e other teams played 
hard,” Chris Harrison (’10), one 
of the four men’s soccer captains, 
said. “It was a wake-up call to a 
lot of us.”

“It’s a lot more social,” John 
Herbert (’10), another captain, 
said. “It’s a focal point in the 
town.”

�e team didn’t spend all of 

their time training and playing, 
though. When Hope teams go 
abroad, they participate in a 
community service project in 
the country they are visiting. �e 
men’s soccer team completed 
two projects while on the trip. 
Part of the team worked at the 
Irish Wheelchair Association, 
while the rest of the team 
cleared invasive species in a rain 
forest for the Irish Wildlife Trust 
Organization.

�e team also spent a lot 
of time seeing unique aspects 
of Ireland, from museums to 
cathedrals.

“We saw the Wicklow 
Mountains, which was one of my 
favorite parts,” co-captain Saab 
Schwiebert (’10) said. “We also 
saw a monastic city and played 
cards a lot.”
    “We had a crazy bus driver,” 
co-captain John Turner (’10) 
said. “He was an overly con�dent 
driver, so there was a never a dull 
moment.”

One major bene�t of the 
trip was the extra pre-season 
preparation for the team. In 
2005, the men’s soccer team won 
the MIAA championship after 
spending time in Europe over 
the summer. �e team hopes 
this summer’s trip will have the 
same e�ect.

“It gave us 10 extra days of 
preseason training,” Harrison 
said. “Everyone played and tried 
di�erent positions, so we were 
able to see new abilities. �e team 
also bene�ted from coaching 
they received in Ireland.

“We had a coach who had 
played professionally that ran 
our training sessions, and we 

learned a lot from him,” Turner 
said.

One of the most important 
results of the trip, is a sense of 
unity among the players.

“We all saw di�erent sides 
of other players because we were 
together so much,” Herbert said. 
“�e trip helped us bond as a 
team.”

“�e trip really helped 
us springboard the season,” 
Schwiebert said. “While you 
don’t have to be friends to play 
together, being friends helps you 
play better.”

�eir next home game is 
Friday, Sept. 11 against Kenyon 
College at 4 p.m. at Buys Athletic 
Fields.
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