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Sports Editor 

Hope-ful Beginning 
Another year of Hope Col lege has 

Icommenced, and the Flying Dutch-

m e n are looking to c l a im their 25 ,h 

All-Sport Championsh ip title. Last 

spring, Hope edged out Calv in by 

nine points in the race for the All-

|Sport crown. 

Before the season off ic ial ly starts, 

I dec ided to take a look at the fall 

l ineups, and get an idea of where 

Hope will s tand w h e n the s n o w 

arrives. It is much too early to pick 

a d e a d l o c k w i n n e r f o r the A l l -

Sports champ, but af ter the fall sea-

son , H o p e will be a g u a r a n t e e d 

Contender . 

So, wi thout fur ther ado, here are 

Ithe fall predict ions; 

iFoo tba l l : 

T h e D u t c h m e n w o n ' t be in good 

[hands at q u a r t e r b a c k th is yea r ; 

they ' l l be in great hands. Last year, 

it took Phil But ler { '04) only one 

g a m e to prove there w a s n ' t a rea-

s o n w h y h e s h o u l d n ' t b e t h e 

Du tchmen ' s s tar t ing quar terback. 

Eight g a m e s later, h e ' s got f i v e 

|Hope football records. 

Hope also yields a s t rong de fen -

Isive unit. A n d y Kel ler ( ' 04) , Matt 

B a u m b a c h ( ' 04) , and capta in Josh 

B a u m b a c h ( ' 04 ) should look for-

ward to another domina te season 

of s topping opponen t s behind the 

jline of sc r immage . 

T h e Du tchmen went on a seven 

Igame winn ing streak before be ing 

s t o p p e d in A l b i o n l a s t y e a r . 

Hope ' s season finale this year will 

be at h o m e agains t Albion, but this 

t ime , the Bri ts wil l b e the o n e s 

[walking a w a y the losers. However , 

)y n o w the Du tchmen will be used 

to t eams walk ing away de fea ted as 

they prepare themselves for at least 

one p layoff win . 

Predict ion: \ s l Place 

IVolleyball 

L a s t s e a s o n , H o p e w a s a co -

Ichampion o f the regu la r season , 

seeded n u m b e r one in the M I A A 

I toumament , and hosted the cham-

)ionship game. Then they were de-

| f e a t ed—by Calvin . 

With Coach Maureen Dunn at the 

Ihelm, the Dutch will be top con-

tenders again. Th i s yea r ' s team is 

|not short on talent, with ten letter 

/inners returning, including six se-

Iniors. Kara Van Assen ( ' 03 ) will 

return as a captain for the Dutch 

after being named to the Al l -Mi A A 

team last year . Mar tha L u i d e n s 

( ' 03) , the o ther Dutch captain, re-

turns a f te r receiving second team 

Ihonors as well . 

The Dutch m a y not host the tour-

Inament, but that doesn ' t m e a n they 

can ' t win it. 

Predict ion: l"1 Place 

M e n ' s S o c c e r : 

T h e Du tchmen were able to win 

a s c h o o l - r e c o r d 16 g a m e s last 

s e a s o n , but m i s s e d t h e N C A A 

tournament by only one game . 

With nine seniors on the t eam, 

H o p e is exper ienced, domina t ing , 

and de termined to be on top of the 

league this year. Ed Huebner (404), 

H o p e ' s point leader from last year 

returns to lead the H o p e of fense . 

Goa lkeepe r M a r c u s Voss ( k 03) 

wil l headl ine H o p e ' s iron defense , 

and will look to extend his record 

of 28 career shutouts . 

So w e return to the learning once 

again. If the Du tchmen are loaded 

with talent on both sides of the ball, 

and the compet i t ion in the M I A A 

is not as tough as it was last sea-

son, then wha t did you learn f r o m 

it? Here ' s a hint: the a n s w e r ' s in 

the predict ion. 

Predict ion: P Place 

M e n ' s G o l f : 

T h e F ly ing D u t c h m e n h o p e to 

m a k e it four championsh ips in four 

years . And with the return of nine 

le t ter w i n n e r s , it is we l l w i t h i n 

reach. 

T h e n u m b e r one spot on the team 

left by last yea r ' s M I A A M.V.P., 

Eric Wohlf ie ld ( ' 0 2 ) , will be diff i -

cult to fill. However , Ryan Shedd 

( ' 0 5 ) s tepped up last season to f in -

ish f o u r t h in the ove ra l l p l a y e r 

s tandings, and received all M I A A 

honors . 

Other key returnees this year wil l 

i n c l u d e K o d y T a y l o r ( ' 0 5 ) , Pa t 

L o o m a n ( ' 0 3 ) , and J e f f Melv i l l e 

( ' 0 3 ) , w h o all received A l l - M I A A 

second team honors last season. 

T h e odds of sending an individual 

f r o m the t eam to the N C A A tour-

n a m e n t a re s l im , but w i t h f o u r 

players re turning with A l l - M I A A 

honors , the team is wel l on their 

w a y to mak ing four tit les possible. 

Predict ion: T Place 

W o m e n ' s G o l f : 

H o p e ' s r o s t e r w i l l no t be a s 

power -packed as the previous sea-

s o n , m a i n l y b e c a u s e t w o - t i m e 

N C A A t o u m a m e n f qua l i f ie r and 

f o r m e r M I A A M . V . P . L a c e y 

Wicksal l ( ' 0 4 ) will not be compe t -

ing this fall. This leaves capta in 

Emi ly Co lenbrander ( ' 03 ) as the 

only m e m b e r of the team with All-

M I A A recognit ion. 

T h e Dutch will return f ive other 

letter winners , but each of them 

will have to m a k e great strides 

du r ing the season if Hope wishes 

to repeat as champions . Alb ion 

and Saint M a r y ' s are not short on 

talent either, and could make the 

race for the M I A A crown a c lose 

one. 

Predict ion: 2nd P lace 

M e n ' s C r o s s C o u n t r y 

H o p e had three runners receive 

a l l -conference honors last season, 

but graduated all of them. Th i s 

year, Hope returns eight letter 

winners , and must rely im-

mense ly on their younger , 

inexper ienced runners. 

James Grosse ( ' 0 3 ) and Lee 

Kiessel ( ' 0 3 ) , w h o will captain 

the F ly ing Du tchmen , will look to 

replace the s lots left by the 

graduated seniors last year. Af te r 

this, however , the Du tchmen are 

in despera te need of n e w talent 

and new faces to appear in the top 

spots of the races if they wish to 

stay ahead of the rest of the 

M I A A . 

Predict ion: 2nd Place 

W o m e n ' s C r o s s C o u n t r y 

Last season, the F ly ing Dutch 

were the runner-up in the confer -

ence s tandings and f inished tenth 

at the Divis ion III Great Lakes 

Regional meet . This was the 14,h 

consecut ive year that the Dutch 

have f inished inside the top ten at 

the regional meet . 

With s o m e help f r o m returning 

A l l - M I A A honorees , H o p e will 

have no p rob lem breaking back 

inside the top ten at the regional 

meet . Martha Graham ( ' 0 4 ) , T ina 

Pike ( ' 0 5 ) , and Kris ten Post ( ' 0 3 ) 

should set the pace fo r the Flying 

Dutch this season. H o p e will 

re turn 14 m o r e let terwinners, and 

look to give even m o r e with 

sixteen f r e shmen mak ing their 

debu t on the team. 

W h i l e they w o n ' t be able to s top 

the powerf t i l Knights , the Dutch 

can expect to give them 

compet i t ion as they fend of f the 

rest of the con fe r ence for a return 

to the second place slot. 

Predict ion: 2nd Place 

W o m e n ' s S o c c e r 

T h e Dutch have only four jun io r s 

a n d t h r e e s en io r s , bu t r e tu rn 18 

let terwinners f rom last season. This 

could very wel l be the first s tep to 

a successfu l H o p e soccer season . 

T h e Dutch placed on ly one t eam 

m e m b e r on the A l l - M I A A team this 

season, and look to put a handfu l 

more on this year. 

Daniel le N a v e ( ' 04) , w h o f inished 

second in scor ing and assists last 

year for the Dutch, will serve as one 

co-cap ta in for Hope , wh i l e M a r y 

Ayres ( ' 03 ) will take the o ther co -

captain posi t ion. Ayres m a d e 125 

saves last season and recorded four 

shutouts . 

Hope f in ished in a tie fo r f i f th 

p lace last season in a compet i t ive 

con fe r ence race, be ing shunned by 

close losses. I f t h e Dutch can m a k e 

smal l ad jus tmen t s wi th in the first 

ha l f of the season and keep it go-

ing throughout the second, an im-

p r o v e m e n t in t h e s t a n d i n g s 

wou ldn ' t ra ise any eyebrows . 

Predict ion: Tied for 3rd Place 

A n d as a l w a y s , t h e s e a re j u s t 

predict ions , so you migh t wan t to 

think twice before placing your bets 

(or sending any horr ible emai l s to 

the Ancho r about h o w inaccurate 1 

was!) . However , if you are going 

to m a k e a bet, it can be to expect a 

great fall fo r Hope sports on a start | 

to winn ing a 25 , h Al l -Sports title. 

G o o d luck to all the Hope athletes 

a n d c o a c h e s t h i s s e a s o n , e v e n 

though they probably w o n ' t need1 

any of it. 

Dutchmen football 
lead MIAA poll 

i i m* 
I 

Ben DeHaan 
S p o r t s Eon-o« 

For another year, the H o p e foo t -

ball t eam is slotted as the n u m b e r 

one team in the M I A A . T h e Dutch-

m e n were able to edge out the de-

f e n d i n g c o n f e r e n c e c h a m p i o n , 

Albion, by seven votes in the an-

nual M I A A preseason poll. 

'It def ini te ly has its pe rks to be 

the n u m b e r one team in the confer-

ence, and our players defini tely feel 

t h a t w e d e -

serve it," said 

D e a n K r e p s , 

head coach . 

It s h o w s 

that the o ther 

c o a c h e s [ in 

t h e c o n f e r -

ence ] and the 

m e d i a t h i n k 

that w e have a 

s t r o n g p r o -

g r a m . B u t it 

c o m e s with a 

p r ice . By be -

i n g n u m b e r 

o n e , w e a r e 

t h e t e a m to 

bea t , a n d the 
rest of the confe rence is going to 

bui ld their season around us. It re-

ally puts a target on our backs . " 

T h e F l y i n g D u t c h m e n are not 

l ack ing ta lent en te r ing the 2 0 0 2 

season , as 4 2 le t te rwinners f r o m 

last season will return to reclaim the 

M I A A title. Six of these p layers 

w o n M I A A f i r s t - team honors last 

season in the D u t c h m e n ' s second 

place f in i sh in the conference . 

T h e 2 0 0 2 season also m a r k s a 

couple of f i rs ts for the D u t c h m e n . 

F o r the first t ime in the p r o g r a m ' s 

history, the Du tchmen will play a 

t e n - g a m e s e a s o n W i s c o n s i n 

Lutheran Col lege jo ined the M I A A 

this season, and will be a part of 

H o p e ' s confe rence play, result ing 

in the addit ion of a tenth g a m e to 

Hope ' s schedule . Hope wil l a lso be 

playing Woos te r Col lege of Ohio 

and the Univers i ty of Wiscons in-

Platteville for the first t ime. 

Q u a r t e r b a c k Phil Bu t l e r ( ' 0 4 ) 

returns a f te r starting eight g a m e s 

f o r the D u t c h m e n in 2001 . T h e 

season included the shat ter ing of 

f o u r s i n g l e - s e a s o n r e c o r d s wi th 

mos t passes a t t empted and c o m -

pleted, most touchdowns , and most 

pass ing yards. But ler threw fo r six 

touchdowns in one g a m e last sea-

son, a lso a Hope record. 

"Ph i l ' s expecta t ions this year are 

a bit h igher than last year ," sa id 

Kreps . 

"Bu t I rea l ly d o n ' t expec t the 

pressure to get to h im. H e is a real 

inst inctive p layer" 

K r e p s looks to Dan B l o e m e r s 

( 403) to lead the Dutchmen running 

g a m e this season, an area in which 

he would like to improve. 
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Dutchmen football players at practice last week 

"We want to have a s trong run-

ning g a m e this year ," said Kreps . 

"Af t e r hav ing a great pass ing game 

las t yea r , w e d o n ' t w a n t to be 

k n o w n as be ing a team with one 

at tack." 

H o p e r e t u r n s n ine d e f e n s i v e 

starters to the l ineup f r o m last sea-

son, w h e n the Du tchmen at tained 

31 sacks fo r 218 yards , and p icked 

off twelve passes . Defens ive back 

N i c k C o n r a d ( ' 0 3 ) , e n d A n d y 

K e l l e r ( ' 0 3 ) , a n d t a c k l e R y a n 

K e r s e t t e r ( ' 0 3 ) h a v e e a c h w o n 

M I A A honors. Keller led Hope last 

s e a s o n w i t h 14 s a c k s , w h i l e 

K e r s e t t e r p i c k e d u p n i n e . B o t h 

players , along with the rest of the 

H o p e de fense , look to p rov ide a 

punch to the Du tchmen defense . 

Hope ' s first game this season will 

take place on Saturday, Sep tember 

7 th , aga ins t W o o s t e r at H o l l a n d 

Munic ipa l S tad ium. 

"We k n o w wha t w e have to d o , " 

said Kreps . "We have a great t eam 

th is year , and w e h a v e a lot of 

expecta t ions f r o m both ourse lves 

and the other t eams in the confer-

ence . But we have to per form. We 

c a n ' t take anything for granted this 

year if w e want to win . " 
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