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Another year of Hope College has
commenced, and the Flying Dutch-
men are looking to claim their 25"
All-Sport Championship title. Last
spring, Hope edged out Calvin by
nine points in the race for the All-
Sport crown.

Before the season officially starts,
I decided to take a look at the fall
lineups, and get an idea of where
Hope will stand when the snow
arrives. Itis much too early to pick
a deadlock winner for the All-
Sports champ, but after the fall sea-
son, Hope will be a guaranteed
contender.

So, without further ado, here are
the fall predictions:

Football:

The Dutchmen won’t be in good
hands at quarterback this year;
they’ll be in great hands. Last year,
it took Phil Butler (’04) only one
game to prove there wasn’t a rea-
son why he shouldn’t be the
Dutchmen’s starting quarterback.
Eight games later, he’s got five
Hope football records.

Hope also yields a strong defen-
sive unit. Andy Keller (*04), Matt
Baumbach (’04), and captain Josh
Baumbach (’04) should look for-
ward to another dominate season
of stopping opponents behind the
line of scrimmage.

The Dutchmen went on a seven
game winning streak before being
stopped in Albion last year.
Hope’s season finale this year will
be at home against Albion, but this
time, the Brits will be the ones
walking away the losers. However,
by now the Dutchmen will be used
to teams walking away defeated as
they prepare themselves for at least
one playoff win.

Prediction: 1* Place

Volleyball

Last season, Hope was a co-
champion of the regular season,
seeded number one in the MIAA
tournament, and hosted the cham-
pionship game. Then they were de-
feated—by Calvin.

With Coach Maureen Dunn at the
helm, the Dutch will be top con-
tenders again. This year’s team is
not short on talent, with ten letter
winners returning, including six se-
niors. Kara Van Assen (’03) will
return as a captain for the Dutch
after being named to the All-MIAA
team last year. Martha Luidens
(’03), the other Dutch captain, re-
turns after receiving second team
honors as well.

The Dutch may not host the tour-
nament, but that doesn’t mean they
can’t win it.

Prediction: 1* Place
Men’s Soccer:

The Dutchmen were able to win
a school-record 16 games last

'I;Ii)pe-ful Beginning

season, but missed the NCAA
tournament by only one game.

With nine seniors on the team,
Hope is experienced, dominating,
and determined to be on top of the
league this year. Ed Huebner (*04),
Hope’s point leader from last year
returns to lead the Hope offense.

Goalkeeper Marcus Voss (‘03)
will headline Hope's iron defense,
and will look to extend his record
of 28 career shutouts.

So we return to the learning once
again. If the Dutchmen are loaded
with talent on both sides of the ball,
and the competition in the MIAA
is not as tough as it was last sea-
son, then what did you learn from
it? Here’s a hint: the answer’s in
the prediction.

Prediction: 1* Place
Men’s Golf:

The Flying Dutchmen hope to
make it four championships in four
years. And with the return of nine
letter winners, it is well within
reach.

The number one spot on the team
left by last year’s MIAA M.V.P.,
Eric Wohlfield ('02), will be diffi-
cult to fill. However, Ryan Shedd
(°05) stepped up last season to fin-
ish fourth in the overall player
standings, and received all MIAA
honors.

Other key returnees this year will
include Kody Taylor (’05), Pat
Looman (’03), and Jeff Melville
(°03), who all received All-MIAA
second team honors last season.

The odds of sending an individual
from the team to the NCAA tour-
nament are slim, but with four
players returning with All-MIAA
honors, the team is well on their
way to making four titles possible.
Prediction: 1* Place
Women’s Golf:

Hope’s roster will not be as
power-packed as the previous sea-
son, mainly because two-time
NCAA tournament qualifier and
former MIAA M.V.P. Lacey
Wicksall (’04) will not be compet-
ing this fall. This leaves captain
Emily Colenbrander (’03) as the
only member of the team with All-
MIAA recognition.

The Dutch will return five other
letter winners, but each of them
will have to make great strides
during the season if Hope wishes
to repeat as champions. Albion
and Saint Mary’s are not short on
talent either, and could make the
race for the MIAA crown a close
one.

Prediction: 2™ Place

Men’s Cross Country

Hope had three runners receive
all-conference honors last season,
but graduated all of them. This
year, Hope returns cight letter

winners, and must rely im-
mensely on their younger,
inexperienced runners.

James Grosse (’03) and Lee
Kiessel (’03), who will captain
the Flying Dutchmen, will look to
replace the slots left by the
graduated seniors last year. After
this, however, the Dutchmen are
in desperate need of new talent
and new faces to appear in the top
spots of the races if they wish to
stay ahead of the rest of the
MIAA.

Prediction: 2™ Place
Women’s Cross Country

Last season, the Flying Dutch
were the runner-up in the confer-
ence standings and finished tenth
at the Division Il Great Lakes
Regional meet. This was the 14"
consecutive year that the Dutch
have finished inside the top ten at
the regional meet.

With some help from returning
All-MIAA honorees, Hope will
have no problem breaking back
inside the top ten at the regional
meet. Martha Graham (’04), Tina
Pike (°05), and Kristen Post ('03)
should set the pace for the Flying
Dutch this season. Hope will
return 14 more letterwinners, and
look to give even more with
sixteen freshmen making their
debut on the team.

While they won’t be able to stop
the powerful Knights, the Dutch
can expect to give them
competition as they fend off the
rest of the conference for a return
to the second place slot.
Prediction: 2™ Place

Women’s Soccer

The Dutch have only four juniors
and three seniors, but return 18
letterwinners from last season. This
could very well be the first step to
a successful Hope soccer season.
The Dutch placed only one team
member on the All-MIAA team this
season, and look to put a handful
more on this year.

Danielle Nave ('04), who finished
second in scoring and assists last
year for the Dutch, will serve as one
co-captain for Hope, while Mary
Ayres ('03) will take the other co-
captain position. Ayres made 125
saves last season and recorded four
shutouts.

Hope finished in a tie for fifth
place last season in a competitive
conference race, being shunned by
close losses. If the Dutch can make
small adjustments within the first
half of the season and keep it go-
ing throughout the second, an im-
provement in the standings
wouldn’t raise any eyebrows.
Prediction: Tied for 3" Place

And as always, these are just
predictions, so you might want to
think twice before placing your bets
(or sending any horrible emails to
the Anchor about how inaccurate I
was!). However, if you are going
to make a bet, it can be to expect a
great fall for Hope sports on a start
to winning a 25® All-Sports title.

Good luck to all the Hope athletes
and coaches this season, even
though they probably won’t need
any of it.
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Dutchmen football
lead MIAA poll

Ben DeHaan

For another year, the Hope foot-
ball team is slotted as the number
one team in the MIAA. The Dutch-
men were able to edge out the de-
fending conference champion,
Albion, by seven votes in the an-
nual MIAA preseason poll.

“Tt definitely has its perks to be
the number one team in the confer-
ence, and our players definitely feel

that we de-
serve it,”" said
Dean Kreps,
head coach.
“It shows
that the other
coaches [in
the confer- [®
ence] and the |
media think
that we have a
strong pro-
gram. But it
comes with a
price. By be-
ing number
one, we are
the team to

beat, and the
rest of the conference is going to

build their season around us. It re-
ally puts a target on our backs.”
The Flying Dutchmen are not
lacking talent entering the 2002
season, as 42 letterwinners from
last season will return to reclaim the
MIAA title. Six of these players
won MIAA first-team honors last
season in the Dutchmen's second
place finish in the conference.
The 2002 season also marks a
couple of firsts for the Dutchmen.
For the first time in the program’s
history, the Dutchmen will play a
ten-game season Wisconsin
Lutheran College joined the MIAA
this season, and will be a part of
Hope's conference play, resulting
in the addition of a tenth game to
Hope's schedule. Hope will also be
playing Wooster College of Ohio
and the University of Wisconsin-
Platteville for the first time.
Quarterback Phil Butler (*04)
returns after starting eight games
for the Dutchmen in 2001. The
season included the shattering of
four single-season records with
most passes attempted and com-
pleted, most touchdowns, and most
passing yards. Butler threw for six

touchdowns in one game last sea-
son, also a Hope record.

“Phil’s expectations this year are
a bit higher than last year,” said
Kreps.

“But I really don’t expect the
pressure to get to him. He is a real
instinctive player”

Kreps looks to Dan Bloemers
(‘03) to lead the Dutchmen running
game this season, an area in which
he would like to improve.

Dutchmen football players at practice last week

“We want to have a strong run-
ning game this year,” said Kreps.
“After having a great passing game
last year, we don’t want to be
known as being a team with one
attack.”

Hope returns nine defensive
starters to the lineup from last sea-
son, when the Dutchmen attained
31 sacks for 218 yards, and picked
off twelve passes. Defensive back
Nick Conrad ('03), end Andy
Keller ('03), and tackle Ryan
Kersetter (*03) have each won
MIAA honors. Keller led Hope last
season with 14 sacks, while
Kersetter picked up nine. Both
players, along with the rest of the
Hope defense, look to provide a
punch to the Dutchmen defense.

Hope's first game this season will
take place on Saturday, September
7th, against Wooster at Holland
Municipal Stadium.

“We know what we have to do,”
said Kreps. “We have a great team
this year, and we have a lot of
expectations from both ourselves
and the other teams in the confer-
ence. But we have to perform. We
can't take anything for granted this
year if we want to win.”
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