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Sports

Hope wins MIAA;
Denison is hext

GLYN WILLIAMS
sports editor

After last Saturday’s thrilling
MIAA tournament championship
win over Calvin, the Flying Dutch-
men men’s basketball team is
forced to start over from day one.

On Thursday night Hope ven-
tures into the NCAA Division III
national tournament when they will
host Denison University of Ohio,
who finished the season with a 19-
6 record. Tipoff
time is set for
7:30 p.m. at the
Dow Center.

The Denison
Big Red, who
will compete in
their first ever na-
tional tournament
game, have the
makeup
Baldwin-
Wallace, the team
that ended
Hope’s 26-game
winning streak in 1995, assistant
coach Tom Davelaar said Sunday
night.

The Big Red, like Baldwin-
Wallace's 1995 team, have a 6’8"
forward that can control a game and
a few guards that shoot the ball very
well. The Flying Dutchmen can
surely use the emotion generated in
last weekend’s 63-62 win over
Calvin to prevent being upset in the
first round again.

The tournament championship
game could not have come any
closer than last weekend's nail-biter
as the Knights were up by four, 62-
58, with a minute remaining and
were unable to convert on two last
second shots.

Joel Holstege ('98) drained a
three-pointer from the left side with

Flying Dutc

MIKE ZUIDEMA
staff reporter

Head coach Brian Morehouse’s
Flying Dutch women'’s basketball
team ended their joy ride of a sea-
son with a loss to Alma, 65-56 in
the MIAA championship last week-
end. The Dutch finished with a 15-
11 overall record, 7-6 in the league.

Hope spent the
whole season on a
roller coaster, as
they lost their first
two games (o
tough Division II
teams Grand Val-
ley and Ferris, but
then won four
straight to get the
ball rolling on the
season. In their
first two games,
the Flying Dutch
averaged below
20 percent shooting from the field
and more than 20 turnovers per
game. In the championship game
Hope shot better than 38 percent
and gave up only 16 turnovers.
That’s quite an improvement.

“We cut down on turnovers down
the stretch, improved our shooting,
and just got better,” Morehouse
said. “I am very proud of my kids
and they have had a great year. They
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After | made those
free throws time
didn’t go fast
enough. | kept

glancing up at the
] clock to check the

time and it just

seemed like forever.
—Joel Holstege ('98)
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If there were a
coach of the year
award in this

league, Brian
Morehouse should

get it.
—Charles Goffnet
Alma head coach

45 seconds left to bring his team to
within a point. He then stole the ball
from a Calvin guard at about half
court, and coasted down the court
before being fouled while shooting.

He made both of his free throws
despite the Calvin fans chanting his
name. His shots gave Hope the lead
with 22 seconds left and, more im-
portantly, gave Calvin the opportu-
nity for one last shot to win it all.

“After I made those free throws
time didn’t go fast enough,”
Holstege said. “I
kept glancing up
at the clock to
check the time
and it just
seemed like for-
ever.”

The Knights’
center hit the rim
on his lay-up, and
then a bushel of
Hope players
knocked the ball
back out into the
hands of a young
Calvin small forward.

He tossed up a three-pointer at
the buzzer, but the ball rolled out
of the cylinder. At that very instant
the floor of the Civic Center was
filled with a sea of orange and blue.

“That’s just the way the ball
bounces,” Holstege said. “ It wasn’t
so much a matter of having more
talent, because I think (Calvin) is
just as talented a team as we are.”

Holstege led all scorers with 24
points, seven rebounds, three as-
sists, three blocks, four steals, and
only two turnovers. Dan
VanHekken (’98) plugged in 13
points off of 5/6 field goal shoot-
ing and two assists off the bench.

Kris Merritt ('98) tossed in 12
points, seven rebounds, three
blocks, and three assists.

just care so much.”

Morehouse’s performance as a
first year coach has garered many
compliments from around the
MIAA.

“If there were a Coach of the Year
award in this league, Brian
Morehouse should get it,” said
Alma head coach Charles Goffnet.
“He has done some phenomenal
things with his
team and they
have improved
so much since
the beginning
of the year.
They are going
to be a very
good team next
year for sure.”

Hope forced
Alma to fight
early on, as a
Lisa Timmer
('97) lay-up
from Tara Hosford’s ('98) pass gave
the Dutch a 14-13 lead, but that
would prove to be the last time they
would have control.

The Scots wentona 11-3 run over
the next few minutes and never
looked back. Alma had the lead at
halftime, 33-20.

“We got really frustrated in the
first half,” Morehouse said. “We
could have easily just rolled over
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REACH!: The Flying Dutchmen tennis team beat Wabash College 9-0 last Saturday after-
noon in the DeWitt Tennis Center. The team was paced in part by Saum Rahimi (’97), who won his

match in straight sets 6-2, 6-2.

Men’s tennis shuts out Wabash

MIKE ZUIDEMA
staff reporter

The cries of “nice serve” and
“nice shot”” were heard throughout
the DeWitt Tennis Center as the
men’s tennis team defeated Wabash
College 9-0, Saturday, March 1.

After season opening losses to
Western Michigan University and
Ripon University, the Flying Dutch-
men were victorious against
Wabash in every singles and
doubles match.

“(Wabash is) a good team,” said
head coach Steve Gorno. “They
aren’t the caliber of Ripon but
they’re a good solid team in the re-
gion.”

Hope won every match convinc-
ingly, despite playing without top
seed Jeff MacDoniels (*98), who
missed the match with an injury.

Moving up a notch in the line-up

and quit. But we just have so much
character that we refused to give

up.”

The Flying Dutch got into foul
trouble early in the second half, as
Hosford picked up her fourth foul
with 17:32 left to play, and 6’0"
Danielle Hop ('97) was called for
her fourth foul just over a minute
later. So, with the score already 40-
27 Morehouse was forced to go to
his well stocked bench.

Johanna LaGore ('97) and Lisa
Hoekstra ('00) came in, but they
proved to not be enough, as Alma’s

ACCIDENT from 6

was captain Saum Rahimi (’97),
who defeated his opponent 6-2, 6-
2

“It definjtely feels good to get a
win,” Rahimi said. “T wasn’t that
worried about Western especially
since against Ripon I lost the last
set 7-5. If I hadn’t lost that set, we
would have won the match.”

Gorno was also pleased with the
victory by his team.

“We played a lot better today,”
Gorno said. “We let the lead out
when we stepped out on the court.”

Gorno was also pleased with the
performance of fifth and sixth seed
singles players Jens Milobinski
(’97) and Evan Llewellyn (97).
Each won their matches, with
scores of 6-1 and 6-0.

With Hope winning every set in
each match and giving up a maxi-
mum of five games in one set, the
Wabash players were visibly frus-

lead did not diminish much at all.

LaGore’s three-pointer with 7:40
left brought the score to 48-42,
Alma’s lead and her four-point play
with 1:46 to play clipped the Scots’
lead to just four.

“In the second half we played
with more poise, purpose, and pas-
sion and we did not quitatall, ever,”
Morehouse said. “But, it doesn’t
matter how many points you lose
by, just simply that you lost.”

However, Alma’s 72 percent free
throw shooting proved too much for
Hope to handle and they slipped

catching up with missed classes,
participating in New Member Edu-
cation, and searching for a job.
She’s already had two job inter-
views since she’s been back.

Although her life has changed,
Thompson is still determined to
graduate on time and participate in
Vienna Summer School, although
she’s a bit worried about being
handicapped in a European coun-
try.

But she isn’t looking for people’s
sympathy.

“I would rather have questions on

how I'm doing, or even an offer of
help, but I don’t want everyone's
pity,” she said.

Thompson's doctors say that
she’ll be able to run normally in a
year from now, although she may
be hesitant to play the contact sports
she loves for awhile after that.

Yet Thompson does have con-
crete plans for herself, the most
important scheduled for May.

“My biggest goal is to make it
across the stage at graduation with-
out any aiding walking devices,”
she said.

trated.

“We’ve focused strongly on be-
ing controlled on the court in terms
of emotions and trying to channel
that, whether it be positive or nega-
tive,” Gorno said. “We're very con-
trolled and disciplined.”

Next up for will be the Univer-
sity of Chicago on Saturday, March
8, which will be the last home
match before Spring Break.

“We played them in a tournament
last year and had some close
matches,” Gorno said. “They are an
improved team from last year and
they didn’t graduate anyone from
last year.”

The teamstill has some challenge
matches to play to determine the
lineup and deal with injuries.

“The lineup is set in terms of
where they’re playing, but we still
have some challenge matches,”
Gomno said.

h lose MIAA final, gain respect along way

away into night.

“They made their free throws and
that is what championship teams
do,” Morehouse said. “They make
their free throws when it counts.
(Alma) has the makeup to go a long
way. They have a lot of components
that should take them far in the na-
tional tournament.”

Timmer and LaGore both scored
13 points and grabbed six rebounds.
LaGore added four assists off the
bench and Kristen Hosford (*98)
scored 10 points for the Flying
Dutch.
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