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t68 T HF: A=" CHOR. 

masses in a democratic government must be educated. They 
constitute the bulk of a strong nation. Gifts to li braries and 
univt-rsitics, therefore, are well, but we cannot compare them 
with the gift of teachers, conscientious, able, well tratned, and 
? well compensated that they can work with a sin g le and effec­

tive purpose. 

XXX I 
Those College Fraternities. 

.. The question is often asked "What are those coll ege frater­
nities anyway? What is their work?" W e are not surprised that 
this question should be asked of H ope's Lit erary Societies. 
\Vhat does the public know about them? What opportunity 
has it of kowing except from an occasional midnight serenade? 
.If the prime object of a lit erary society, is the acquirement by 
�·�~�s� members, of n:ady speech; correct, forceful style of expres­
�S �I�O�n �~� and a pleasing delivery, which we believe it is-can this be 
acquired by meeting in some secluded hall once a week and lis­
tening to a hastily prepared program which we consider merits no 
comments from us and is beneath our dignity to criti cise? As 
�~�o�n�g� as the numbers on the program remain a matter of duty 
1nstead of an object that appeals to our ambition as a prize es­
say d.oes or an athletiC: trophy, we can not hope for enthusiastic 
meetmgs or great attamments. 

It may be the policy of our college societi es to pursue the 
even !eoor of their way year after year in this fashion, but we 
que_st1on very seriously whether it �i�~� the best way. The accomo­
dattons at present would not permit all the societies to hold re­
aular public meetings; but we are of the opinion that if each 
one of the �~�o�u�r� colleges societies should throw its meetings open 
to. the �p�u�~�h�c� at least once every school term, a greater interest and 
fnendly r.tvalry wou.ld result. The public too would appreciate it 
and the literary society would not remain a doubtful nonentity 
to the community. 

XXX 

The Choral Union Concert. 

. The �f�i�~�s�t� Choral Union Concert took place on t\1onday eve­
meg , �A�~�n�l� 22. Tho the expectations �w�~�r�e� high, they were 
fu.lly realized. Under �~�h �e�.� able directorship of Prof. Nykerk 
wtth Mr. Welmers as ptamst, the Choral Union Concert was a 
complete success. By the enthusiastic applause, the large audi­
ence showed their appreciation of the earnest work of the past 
six months. 

�M�i�~�s� Thew, a talented reader from Grand R apids, charmed 
her audtence. l\1iss Thew's impersonation is very natural and 
drew forth repeated applause. Both her selections "Mam-
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-.ny's "Li'l Loy" and "La Cica and the �S �e�n�a �t�o�r �~ "� were heartily 
�·�~ �n�c�o� red. 

Another feature of the programme, which was highly appre-
�·�~ �i �a�t� ·d \vas Brevman's Orchestra both in the overture " Calif of 

�B�a�~�d�a�d�'�'� and �i�~�t� the rendering of the "Fiallelujah Chorus" in 
which the Orchestra lssisted the Choral Union. The vio­
'i in solo of �~�t�r�.� Breyman and the Vocal Solo's were finely render­
·!! d. Miss Anna Sprietsma especially captivated the audience by 
},c•r well culti,·ated, rich -oprano voice. One of the most enjoy-
1hle featnTes was ti':e duet by Miss Dosker and Mr. Fred Brown-
. ng-. 

Throughout the greatest interesc was taken in the Choral 
t : nion. All the selections deser-ve unbounded praise. Anderson's 

�\ �~�a�n �t�a�t�a� the '· \Vreck of the Hesperus" thrilled the audience by its 
deep pathos, so beautiftdly brought out by the singers. Miss 
�E �~� ther .:tndrea, wko reaa tke poem before the rendering of the 
Cantata, performed her part admirably weH. 

Hope College may be congratulated on this innovation, for 
:l S a whole tlqe Concert was a �~�r�e�a �t� su-ccess. We hope that the 
promise fonnd in the �~�'�F�i�r�s�t� Choral Union Concert" may be ful­
':l lled and \Vi nant's chapel may in the future wi tness many mote 
t..rinmphs won t•y t:he Choral Union. 

X X 

Fads-

The old sayir1g ''variety is the spice of life" is weH �i�l�l�u�s�t�r�a�~� 
( c.:d by the ever changing fads that sweep over the country like 
:"'hadows over a landscape. lt matters little whether the novelty 
�· �~ �n�t �r �o�d�u�c�e�d� be becoming or consistant so long us it is likely to 
�· �~�"�i�n� a followir.g. These fads vary all the way from a gentle· 
�~ �n�a�n �' �s� shirtwaist to a reaction of the "spring fever". In the 
A pril nn m ber of many of our ex"'Changes we noticed a general re· 
zuicing over the advent of Spring. The later issues raise a hue 
�~�l�n�d� cry at the very name of Spring. Of course, none of these 
�~ �r �c� among those affected wi th the "Spring fever". Some chron­
ic o rumbler still hibernating in his ulster, has raised a cry, and �a�l�~� 
�t�h�~� piping parrots are rehearsing the echo. If the �h�e�a�~�t�f�e�l�t� ex­
pression of joy over the return of green meadows, btrds and 
llowers, bids [air to become a universal fad, it is at least a natural 
anti spontaneous one, more tolerable than the croak of the 
g rumbler. 

.XX .X 

An Addition to the Library. 

\Ve feel forced to express our grati tude for the gift, which 
promises an addit ion to our lihrary. V\'hat is of greater value 
to the student than books? Our library though excellent, 



contains rat~1er the lore of times gone by than of recen t years_ 
A student 1s naturally inclined to live in the p3.st. By th e 
study of literature he learns to honor and love books of the past · 
but he_ remains ignorant of the books of the last decade or t\' .. ·o: 
For th1s reason the new books will fill a want and will be hi ·.,. lll} 
appreciated. 0 

XX~ 

Athletics. 

Base ball e_nthusi_asm to?k possession of the college sports­
men. . ~verythmg IS 1n readmess for a glorious season. The 
assoc!ahon has elected its officers -and selected its play~rs . The· 
practice has been earnest, and the weak points in the team foun d 
out and strengthened. 

~he first game was played April 19, betwee n the collt~gL' 
and cr~y teams. The city team captuFed the score of 7 to 8 but 
the pnze taxed them to their utmost. While we lost the first 
game of the season there is not the slightest cause for discourage · 
ment. Our boys excelled in the fine points that make a "Oou 
record. There is no question in the minds of those who witness­
ed the game ~ut that Huizinga's pitching will prove a perplexing 
problem to ~IS batters. Have confidence in our players. Sup­
port them With your presence at the games and le t the m hear 
that you are on the grounds. 

Let every student with a love for th e nood oJJ game be­
come a member of the Association and help 

0 
us get a thorough 

outfit. The Officers for the year are: 
N. E. Van Dam-Manager. 
J. A. De Hollander-Sec'y and Treas. 
M. J. Duven-Captain. 
H. Yntema-Mascot. 

* * * 
T~e ~fficers _of the Lawn Tennis Association are th c most 

e_nthusJasuc admirers of the sport, Hope has known for a long 
time. The old court has been repaired and a fine ne w one laid 
!here ~re now ample accomo.:lations for all who are interested 
1!1 tenn1s. Becom~ a member of one of the athletic organiza­
~lons and systematize your methods of exercising . The follow­
Ing officers have been elected : 

C. Beach-Pres. 
R. Nichols-Sec'y and Treas. 

~X 

Anaouacemeat 

The oration, "The British-Boer War" was not delivered 
May 3 as stated on the first page of this issue. Owing to una-
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·~·oidable complications the contest has been postponed to May 
13. The article was already in print when the announcement of 
1he postponeme nt .reached us, and the change could not then be 
made. 

XXX 
De Alumni5. 

R e,·. j . Vander Meulen, '97, and wi'fe, oi Grand Haven re­
ceived a pleasant surpnse recently by the gift of a handsome 
couch, two pictures and a five dollar gold piece presented to 
~hem by th ti r congregation. 

Rev. S. M. Hogenboom '84, of Ontario Center, N. Y. has 
not accepted the call from Little Falls, N . J. 

Rev. Straks, of Orange City, has declined a call to Sheldon, 
.Iowa. 

The ne wly organized church in Yakina Valley, Wash., 
has called the Rev. S . J. H <trmelink '88, from Marion, S. D., and 
i1e has accepted the call. 

Wm. D. Zoethout, '93, has been appointed an assistant 
_p.tofcssor in the laboratory at the Universi~y of Cbrcago for the 
spring quarter. He has also been app01nted lecturer on the 
Physiology of Sense to the class of Dr. J. Loeb, bead of that de-
partment at the same place. . 

Re,·. Pietenpol has declined the call from Harnson, S. D. 
R ev. Osterhof '92, of Greenleafton, Minn.. has accepted a 

c all from the Reformed Church of Danforth, Ill. 
Rev. A. Pieters will be able to return to Japan. Money 

above the required amount has been raised by friends. 

XXX 

Among the Societies 

V. M. <..: . A 

The first meeting of the Y. M. C. A. was held April I r. Prof. 
L\last addressed the Association on the subject "Influence•'. The 
p ro fessor did not fail to illustrate clearly the influence of hidden 
laws. . . 

O n April 18 the Rev. N. Boer addressed the Assoc1at1on on 
the subject "Paul as a Missionary." 

On April 25 the Rev· I. Gowen of Weehawken, N. J. ad­
dressed the Y. 1\1. C. A. and Y. W. C. A., on the subj.ect 
' 'H ea\·enly \ isions and Service". The speake~ ~ailed to m1nd 
the g reat Biblical character who had see~ the VlStt?ns from God. 
, , It was a needed inspiration for the serv1ce to wh1ch they were 
called. Like Peter we need to go upon the house top to catch 
the h eavenly vision ; but we are to come down out of the tra~ce 
to service in the kitchen, the lanes, and byways of the ctty. 


