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Commentary • 

DeWitt plans deemed ridiculous Bourgin on 
human rights 

M 

by Meg Biggerstaff 
DeWitt Student and Cultural Center will 

need to find a new name if the current 
plans for renovation fall into action. It 
upset me to read about the $1,900,000 
project to turn what was originally in-
tended to be a student and cultural center 
into an administration building. But then 
what better t ime to make a change from 
what was described as a " t empora ry" 
move to a permanent set up? After all, 
student awareness is low. Apathy is high. 

The me-centered 70s haven't become 
the community-concerned 80s. No one 
will make a fuss. But I 'm concerned! And 
I'd like to take this opportunity to present 
my own proposal. 

When the building was originally 
designed the theatre occupied a much 
larger portion. There were problgms with 
money, however, and the structure was 
cut back. Last year a f te r the Van Raalte 
fire, temporary offices took over the 
second floor ballroom area — now Word 
Processing, the Financial Aid Office, and 
the Registrar and Records Offices. These 
were formerly used for classrooms. 

Student Accounts moved into the old 
Student-Faculty Lounge, the Business 
Office took over the theatre draft ing 
room, and the Art Gallery was absorbed 
by the Provost and President Van 
Wylen's Office. 

The Pit, previously used for coffee 
houses, suddenly became the Student 
Affairs Office,- and the gameroom 
evolved into housing for Upward Bound, 
the Activities Office and the Career 
Center. With the possible exception of 
Upward Bound, these were to be tem-
porary facilities. 

The inconvenience to the ar t depart-
ment and theatre department as well as 
those who used the ballroom for classes 
(political science, religion/English, etc.) 
was also to be temporary. Unfortunately, 
the new renovation plans have forgotten 
this. Instead, the move to push the Kletz 
downstairs, floor over the ceiling, and 
make more offices, abuses the old 
promise to build a student and cultural 
center from the money donated for that 
purpose when DeWitt was originally 
built. It also takes advantage of the trust 
given by those who were told that the 
adjustment was temporary. 

1 propose we give DeWitt back to the 
students, completely. Beginning with the 
second floor, return the ballroom to 
classrooms. Combine the present Student 
Accounts Office with the Business Office 
by removing the wall between and re-
establish it as the theatre drafting room. 
President Van Wylen's office would then 
become the new Student-Faculty Lounge. 

The Bookstore on the first floor could be 
converted into Kletz or no-smoking area 
and yet still be accessible to the food 
counter. Thus we have more space 
without the expense of moving everything 
downstairs. Additional renovation on the 
first floor would involve building a per-
manent partition f rom the north wall of 
the Kletz to the south wall of the Kletz on 
the east end near the bathrooms in order 
to enlarge the theatre lobby and provide a 
double door into the Kletz. 

This a rea is currently wasted space and 
only used as a walkway. A second set of 
double doors is needed on the east end of 
the Kletz to provide a foyer that would 
reduce draf ts , if possible leaving the 
bulletin boards intact. 

From here we move downstairs, where 
the Pit would be restored to its original 
function and the too-tiny 4 ' t emporary" 
draft ing room would be given back to the 
thea t re for r ehea r sa l space. The 
basement patio of DeWitt would be roofed 
over to house the new Art Gallery, ac-
cessible to the Saga kitchen for reception 

purposes, and more centrally located But to shove the theatre department in by George Wlszynskl 
than the Sligh building. The addition of a corner and take away all but the bare A week ago today Woodrow Wilson 

skylights would allow art displays to be 
shown in natural light. 

Beyond these proposals, the current 
plans for the bookstore and underground 
facility could be carried out as planned. 
The only addition would be a half story and draw suggestions from there 
above the underground building to hold Much can be dome to improve 

minimum from the students is not the Visiting Fellow Simon Bourgin spoke to a 
answer. Renovation of DeWitt is needed. I large and interested audience of Hope 
suggest that the administration consult s tuden t s , p ro fe s so r s and Holland 
those who have the most use of the residents on "Human Rights: Carter vs. 
building, or take out the original plans Reagan." 

After this tall, common-looking fellow 
had taken off his tan-hooded coat and the 

the administration. If a half story were cultural center, but to turn it into office brown fur hat, he was introdued by 
added to the east end of the underground space, in my opinion, neglects a promise President Gordon Van Wylen. Van Wylen, g 
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structure the aesthetic value of the 
landscaped hill would not be lost and the 
administration would still have access to 
the street. 

This proposal is submitted with the 
intent to avoid a costly renovation of 
DeWitt that offers minimal com-
pensations to the students of Hope. The 

that was made when DeWitt was first instead of reviewing his achievements, ^ 
conceived. extended Hope's admiration, respect and 

Copies of this article, along with a apprecation to Bourgin. § 
petition to the administration, can be Bourgin began his lecture on human -
found with the English department rights by reviewing its long history, 
secretary, with the theatre department noting that human rights had not been 
secretary and with the students listed invented by the Carter administration. 
below. It should not be considered the 

Kletz. currently centrally located, offers only alternative proposal, but merely a 
a pleasing environment to the students petition to request that DeWitt be re-
and a desperately needed extension from established as a student and cultural 
the theatre lobby. Pushing it downstairs center ra ther than be renovated for ad-
would reduce its convenient accessibility, ministrative purposes. 
destroy the spaciousness created by the Students carrying petitions, and their 
high ceiling-to-floor windows, and leave intended majors : 
the theatre with a cramped lobby and 
nowhere to go. 

The cost of moving the Kletz downstairs 
is unnecessary and the fact that the Pit 
and Ballroom would have to share with 
the Kletz a space only double-in size could 
easily mean that the Kletz space would 
actually be reduced. 

Former Hope students fought to 
acquire a student a n d cultural center. 
DeWitt was the result of their efforts. 
Their achievements a re being threatened 
now and we have the opportunity to ob-
ject. Obviously the administration needs 
to be housed somewhere. 

Meg Biggerstaff, English 
Kevin Baily, communication 
Eva Gaumond, psychology 
Linda Miles, theatre/dance 
Paul Avedisian, geology 
John Vander Ven, education 
Dan Wolf, biology 
Nancy Edwards, chemistry 
Julia Huttar, music 
Kim Logie, religion 
Brad Saline, French/ar t 
Kirk Hoopingarner, political science 
Jane DeYoung, physical education 
Tom Taylor, business administration 
Dan Doornbos, philosophy/theatre 

Skiist pigs rampant on campus 

(continued from p. 6) 
plenty of room for basketballs or foot-
balls; even lacrosse players have room 
for their sticks or whatever you call those 
over-grown fly swatters. I hope the ad-
ministration realizes what a great burden 
this is to us skiing enthusiasts. 

Ver Steeg does not realize that her 
a t tempts at being cute (Kamikaze turn. 
Sailor's turn, etc . . . ) are setting us 
skiing enthusiasts back 10 years. How 

student body, yes, even a s a society, try to 
keep our skiing enthusiasts supressed? 

J e f f e r s o n ' s h e a v i l y L o c k e a n 
' 'Declaration of Independence" and the 
French Revolution's "Declaration of the 
Rights of Man" were the first documents 
propagating human rights in the modern 
Western world. 

In 1849 Europe was in turmoil. Several 
revolutions had just occurred, including 
one in Hungary, which was ruthlessly 
suppressed by Austria and Russia. This 
prompted forceful reac t ions f r o m 
America. 

One response was exemplified by 
Senator Hale, who advocated war with 
Austria and Russia. This type of response 
was typified by vehement public con-
demnation of one government by another. 

Another popular response was that of 
Henry Clay. He supported quiet, 
diplomatic pressure to force nations to 
respect human rights. 

The questions which arose in 1849 as to 
which response to utilize are the same 
questions debated today: 
1. Should human rights pressure be evenly 
applied across the board? 
2. Should we force other countries to 
enforce our conceptions of human rights? 
3. Do we apply pressure privately and 
quietly, or openly and loudly? 

According to Bourgin, since 1849 
Americans have added to Locke's and 
Jefferson's lists of human rights the right 

often do you hear names like snow bunny, every Hope student will support me in my 
hotdogger, or bumpbuster? Would you never-ending battle against skiism. 
like to be called such names? 

Yesterday on my way to class *1 
overheard a fellow skier saying to an 
obviously non-skiing person (at least we 
know a non-skiing person when we see 
one!) that yes, Hope does have a skiing 
program. (Bet half of you didn't know 
that, did you?) 

Now I ask you, what could be more 
degrading than to be called a beginner? 
The proper term is ^'new skier ." How 
often does one hear of a beginner on the 
basketball court? Why is it that we as a 

I ask the faculty, how often do you use to self-determination (Woodrow Wilson), 
the terms "snow bunny" or "hotdogger" freedom of speech, freedom of religion, 
in class or on your tests? How often do freedom from want, freedom from fear 
you refer to skiing enthusiasts as plain (Franklin D. Roosevelt), and freedom to 
skiers? That 's like calling an onion bagel peace (John Kennedy). 
w i thc reamcheese just a plain bagel. The U.S. is probably the most vocal 

We skiers have but one goal and that is protector of human rights, domestic and 
to break out of the oppressive binding put foreign. But often the U.S. applies 
on us by society and the world. I hope that pressure only in those cases to U.S. in-

terests. 
(continued on p. 8) 

Come On Out To 
THE CRAZY HORSE SALON 
Where Monday - Friday We Feature 

HAPPY HOUR 
3-6 P.M. 

DEL'S 
Guitars - Banjos 

Mandolins And Fiddles 
String Instruments 

Construction Repairs 

23 E. 8th St. 
Holland 

And Saturday 

Beat The Clock 
3 - 6 p.m. 

American & Mexican Food 
200 E. 8th 

i l i r 


