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A book review of Levenssschets van Rev. A. C. Van Raalte, D.D.,
uit oorspronkelyke bronnen bewerkt, door Rev. Henry E. Dosker,
(Nykerk, 1893), which was published in The Christian
Intelligencer, p. (689) 5.
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THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER.

orman, begun when thoy had boen messmatos at the
Unlversity of Francker, was resamed at thisn Syned,
Breitinger becamo so influentinl in its deliberatlons
that he was honored with the appointment en the
commliitee to draw up the canocs of the Synod, And

here there ia o fact to be notleed.” His inflaence In |

that committeo seemsa to bave been very great, For
it is notieenblo that the Canons which the commlttes
produced follow very ¢logoly the very apborlema that
Breitinger had brought before the Conference at
Aarau, befors the Synod met at Dort. Ho that the
Cancns of Dort might almost e sald to be Bwis in
form, althongh rodacted by the Duatch. And when
the Canoos were adopted by the Bynod, Breitinger
declared that [t was the happiest day of his life.

One of the most signiflcant events that took place
at the Synod was the celebration of the contenary of
the Reformation on Jonuary 1at, 1613. To It Breit-
Inger invited the deputles of the States-General of
Holland and Bogorman, the President of the S8ynod,
and the English Blshop of Llaodaff, with many
others, A nutber of addresses were mado by them
on the occaslon, Another event which shows the
peculiar honor done {o bim was at the sad doath of
Breitlnger's young companlon, Stapfer. Althoagh
the young man was not a membet of the Byned, yet
the Synod sdjourned to his funeral and followed his
hady to the grave out of respect to Breitinger. Thos
Breitinger wae henored by tke SBynod, and was infla-
ential In 1¢s sasslons,

Having fullllled his duties at the Bynod Broltinger,
after its ndjournment, sturted homeward, And when
he came to tho borders of his own native Canton of
Zarich, he was surprised to find how the people came
ot to honor bim whe had brought so mueh honor
on them at tho Synod. Hlis return s zald to have
been very much Hke a triamphal antry, ‘This inter-
esting episode {n Dateh blstory reveals the cssential
unity of the twe Churches at thet time, Mfay their
descendants in this country caltivate that nnity.

A Biography of Dr. Yan Raalte.”
BY THE REV. DANIRL VAN PELT.

HIB & & strong, a well-wrltten beok, extremely

interesting and Insiructive, Whila readlog it
wo conld not but regret that it was not writton In
Englizh, for we are sure many of the brothron in the
Ezat would be glad to become acquainted with ita
aontents, evpecially those who have personnl recol-
lectiona of Dr, Van Raalte, Mr, Dosker has succeoded
in producing en excellent biography. Though he
conld not avoid belng eulogistle, the book is not a

mere enlogy; for while thoroughly in sympathy with |

his anbject, ke is not blind to his fanlts and mistakes.
Throughout the sketch we obtain and rotain a clear,
gistinet, intelligently apprehonded and sonsistently
delineated portrait of the man whose earser Is under
review. Woe begln to get an nnderstanding of Van
Raelte's character jn the acocunt of his seporation
4rom tho mother Chiureh; and while a calm arnd im-
prrtial perueal of the * Mlcitele Stukken,”—(which
are docoments prepared by vearivas leaders of the
Beparation of 1834-85, giving nccounts of the cooses
that severally led them to take the step)—crentes the
impreaslon thet the others were not altogother free
from pettiness of action on oecaslon, Van Raalie's
action was eminently dignitled and well-founded.
Ouar esteem of the man grows as Mr, Dosker pro-
ceeds with hisstory, showing bim as the promoter and
leader of the emigration of 1846-47; as the sonl and
the Jife of tho colony in Mishignn, withont whose In-
domitable spirit and perssverance amid overy form of
trial and disconragement it wonld have boen nipped
in the very bud; asthe falthful and edlfylng preach-
or and ecclesiastical statesman, seeing farther ahead
than those surroundlng him, The tone of the book
becomes here, perbaps, somowaat too continuously
apologetic or polemle, if tho latier be not too atrang
o torm, There la in the trentment of almost every
phase of the tople in its American developwent a
roference and an antfcipatory answer to possible ob-
jeetions, Bat then the writer (and the Weatorn read-
er) knows well encugh that these objectiona ara more
than possibls, they are, or have been acfual; they are
or have been reslly advanced against tho vnrious
aots or polietes deseribed. Honce this featurs of the
book cannot ba regarded as a detriment; it belongs
inevitably to the matter in hand, and becomen rather
a merit as this treatment with livicg issoes in mind
enebles My, Dosker to sot hia subjest befora ua vivid-
1y, and 5o that weshall the better appreciate the man
and his times, The dispntatious Hollander, too, will
=‘* Loyoneachets van Rav. A, C. Yan Ttaalte, D.D,, uit cerapronkelrke
broonen bawerkl, door Rer, Houry E. Doiker," Nykerk, 1892, [a

Sketch of the Life of Rer. A. C. Yau Itaxils, D.D., from original
routces, Uy Rer, Monry E. DosZer.)

read the book with all the greator ralish for this,
whethor It defexds or attacks his own poaitions.

Thao life story here related should bo a lesson and
an [nepiration to onr Hellapd branch of the Chureh
In the West. What is beat, wiaest, mast progressie,
moest Americanizing, among theas congregationsof a
foreign birth, waa Iaid within them by'tbe wise words
atd broad ideas and intelligent and far reaching acts
of Dr. Van Raalte, Hie blographer says: ‘' TWhatever
Van Roalte may have had in mlod while [ the Neth-
erlands—the Idea of founding o little Holland In
Amerlca nover possessod bim, I aay this uohesitats
Ingly, withont fear of contradiction.” And, there-
fore, Mr, Dosker makes this elognent appeal to his
Western brethren to hold the man in preclous re-
membrance: ¥ From the depthe of my heart I zay to
all who knew and loved Van Eaalte, koep what you
hkave of him In memory. Tour honoting of him s to
your honor; your love is your glory. Nexi to God

you owa much more than you yourselves know tothe’

man with clear oyo and brave heart, whom yon
rightly call, tke Fathcr of this Coleny.”

Yot we are constralned to amile a Nitle at the ox-
cesslve but natural enthusiasm which mekes the biog-

rapher discover quallties of a Napoleonio crder en-|

dowing the modest couniry pastor with absoluts
greatnews. Of conras the provinelal anrronndingn and
sdnecation of the writer tend to exsggerate activities
exorted on a atrlotly provincial scale, both here and
in the mother couniry; for surely the needs of such
a populntion as Van Reslte led were very obvlons;
what would tend o thelr highest prosent and proa-
pective good as cltizens and Chrlstians in this Repub.
lic was readily diacernible to any man of keen Intel-
ligenco who had spent his life among them. Bat,
besides, the writer bas come to hia subject deeply
possessed with an abounding aflesticn and adwmlra-
tion ns tho legacy of childbood-days, intensifisd by &
close study of the man in the very mldst of the ox-
cellont frnita of hin wisdom and foresight. Axnd re-
membering this, we shall not quarrel with the extrav-
agant cstimate of Dr, Van Raalte by his blographer,

A just apprecistion of him will etill pla'ca him
high in our esteem, as wa consider how wall,—how
unselflshly, painstakingly, herolcally,~-he did the
task maslgned to him 1n hiz necesserily Hmited elrele;

&z wo rocall to mind the stordy, honest, admirabls

peraonality of the man himself; and especially as we
contomplate tho important, nay, inestimable, service
he unconaclonsly came to render our denomination
at the presize juncture he nppeared npon the scene.

And finally, we ara compelled to ecall attontion to
ono important (shall we sy, timely,) lesson to be de-
rived from the perusal of the pages of this book, It
1s tho lesson of tho growing, the self propagating evil
of xacesslon.  Once let looss that prineiple, and who
ia golog to tell.where It will end? The eecession in
Holland of 1834 was led by about Zour or ive young
men, none of whom had been longer than two yaars
In the mioistry. Thoy saw groonds for seceding
from the Reformed Chureh, (Natlonal,) -which did
not appear sufficient to anch Jights as Cappadoce, Da,
Costa, Bilderdyk and Groen vaw Prlnstersn, who
sympathized with them perfectly on doctrinal gues-
tions,

De Cocg, in Fricsland, was the flrat to meke
& break; he wes gallantly seeonded, by Bcholte when
it mneant imprisonment and deposition far the latter
to doso. Then haalso seceded. With in afew years
Do Coeq bhad excommunicated and deposed Scholte.
Thus Scholte led another secemsion. Next there rose
opposition to Van Raalte; a sectlon of hls owa con-
gregatlon denouncod him as heterodox; and his
brothordn-law {Van Velzen, another of the clerical
leaders,) {elt 8o, bitterly towards him that in a pub-
lished doenment he eannot even meation him by

namo, but refers to him as **g clergyman.” Ten ||

yeers after the secsding colony has asttled in Amerl-
ca, thoro is (In 1857) another secession, becanse of
tke unfon with our denomination, which was de-
clarod {mpura of doctrine, Bince that time we are
told there bave beon five or aix secessions in the oity
of Grand Rapids, Mich,, alone, the latest, purest, most
sublimated Church being ministered to by an enlight-
ened (or illumlnated) blackemith, Thns the evil
when once started—Illke a veritable cancer—aesmn
bound to grow and cat its way Into the very vitalsof
the Church of God. After that of 1857, we of later
days have witnessed thesecesrion on account of Free-
Masonry; aod thers wera more than rumblings of a
threatened break if certain legislation had been pat
through at the last Genseral Bynod of our Churoh.
At lesat the vote against .that legislation in the
Classes was largely Influecced by such threats. The
leason, then, to be dorived from Mr, Dosker’s book I

Indeed a useful and a timely one. It had better b
accepted ar a warning,

George Gilfillan,
BT THE REV. D, S8UTOERLAND,

GURTEEN years ago, 1a the bury city of Dundes,
there dled a Booteh preacher, whore death was
a personal sorrow to hondreds who never saw Lis
face or heard his volee, and a distinet loss to litera-
ture. Tke preacher's name was George Gilfllan, In-
to his llfe he crowded sn amount of work snd a
variety of endeavor 20 exhaurting es to wear out his
strength, The story of what he did is at Iast told In
& blograpby adequate in knowledgs and capable in
 treatment, a biography which will help worthlly to
perpetuate the memory sand Joflcence of a man of
genins in whom bigness of brain was even lers prom-

Inent than bigness of heart

George Giflllan was born and brought up in that
narsery of talent, a Scottlsh manss. His father be-
Ionged to the small but ‘vigorotts branob of Presby-
terlanism known as tha Antl-Burghers, and {mmor-
tallzed of late by the pen of J. 2, Barrle. Hismother
was & woman of pions heart, healthy dispositlon and
[Mrong common sense. The worthy couple began
hounsckeeplog on $250 a yoar, had twelve children,
afght of whom Hved to grow up, and thelr annovalin-
como never reached flve hundred dollars, The liv-
ing was plain, bat thes ibinking wsxs bigh In the
manes, and the envizonment was soch as to bulld up
s menhood well developed, physically, mentally and
aplritnally.

Gueorge was an omnivorons reader, a daring thinker
acd an impstnous exponent of his views from boy-
hood. He early sounded tha depthz of doubt, and
20 gained an experlence which enlarged his charlty
and stronpgthened his helpfulness for tho perplexed
when the tims eams for kim to be a tencher of mon.
Hix choice of a llfs-work was the mintstry of the Gos-
pel, and to that cholee ha adhered in the teath of
temptations before which many would have zne-
cumbed. Theres can bo no doubs that hisreliglons
convlations and hix position as a Presbyterlan minis-
ter stood bodween him and the full recognition of his
extracrdlnary ltarary gifts, bat he naver wavered in
bis fdelity to the vow ho took on the day of hia or-
dination. XEls firat and best service was ever glven
to his owa people, who Ioved him witk an affection
time hes been powerless to touch. The warmth of
his heart, s well as theabllity of his pulpit ard plat-
form activity, won for him s unlque place ln the clty
where his ministerial Hfa was spent. '* Ocr George,”
Dandee ealled him, and that famillar title epoke of
respectinl admiration as muoh as of the proed posses-
slon of love,

Gilfillan's greatest work was his loeg aud splendid
sdveeney of the union of religlon and literaturs, Ha
repudiated with all the energy of bis flery uature the
diverce of what he belleved God bad joined together.
Bocanse of this ho was looked npon with sosplolen by
somo of his brethren, whose thonghts and cntlook
wore narrow in their range. Thirty years ago most
Preabytorlan ministers in Scotland hesitated to entsr
and claim for Christ the larger world of thonght
opensd by literature. It 1a different now, and much
of the differenco iz due teo the elogaent and powsrful
championship of GilAllan. He tanght the trath that
everything good and noble and belpfnl in the idess
of the ege onght to be linked to religlous Iaith asits
nataral 2lly. The bresdth of hix vlews and the fore-
sight of his vision Jed bim to speak ahead of the con-
coptions of his day—n. prophetie functlon for which
he paid a prophet’s penalty, '‘INow,” asa competeat
erltie of the men and his work well anid, * the say-
{ogs for which be was tormented ere ths common-
places of avery infloential pulpit it Bcotlapd.”

Gilfillan's proachlog waa characteristic of theman —
Impetnouns, affectionate, daring, and aglow with
gplendld lmagery. TFor young men ha had a special
charm. Xany testify that to him they owe thelr
souls, Olten he 1aid what ws conld not endorse,
but he never eaid a thiog that did oot como straight
from his heart, and that d!d not go stralght to thb
Learts of hla hearers, His manner in the pulplt was
slogularly uwnocnventional. Oncs he presched for
Dr. Josoph Parker, then minfster of & largs congre-
gation in Manchester, now tho famous pastor of the
Clty Temple, Londor, and that divine declares ha
never can forget the sermon or how it was deliverad.
The preacher took the sermon ont of his troneer-poe-
ketyand lald it [n Mttle heaps of paper, far from clean,
ox the pulpit Bible, taking up alip by slip to be read
st tha polpit lamp a& if he were eoncunclog o bazaar
or & tea-meeting! But oddities of manner and spesch
were speedily forgotten in an Interest whiek intonsi-
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CANsy York Cathelic prisst has writern a-beol
g;q{ﬁ.v TR ﬂamzm; ,..c'-‘: ;af;:s?:;‘. ‘_&3 ¥erid Hael-

:'a'e f's‘;urchjs’ G*afy tf{' imate D }’m:

Sc.i'?o ogicahy spcaku*g. ths prasent ﬂ’.*.n xtinn

[3

in the shurches is-between a ralatively conxrvayive -

nership and older clergy om tha ohe band,

‘snd some laymen zlong with the mmicriy of
© youngzr clergy on the other. The Inuze group, in
. terms of background and education, has been heav
ily m!*_ueﬂced by -the enlightaned culiure,
lizion is most noti 2able ameng students and

Y

‘empulate them), recemt grduates of thise 't.vtlm-
tions, and burcancmats in nationz! chuech affe

These perions protest that they have mare in r.q:m-
won  with enlightensd  individuzly outzide the
c}'urmd thar with unenlighteas

rd (aYlow chuseh
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The present wiumph of pmgr*mmn - the’

churéhes i3 in Fan jussified, since it'is a teaction 1o
theis 'often witliul pasrownes of the part, to their
rehual to ratognive the nevessary social diznensiens

: m Cliristion bal i=f, and 10 theis obvioes cooption by

the older Arosrican consnivs now in such disarmy,
The tragedy of the churchas i3 thae the jewons of
the past have not ben adaquately leamnad and thar |
many church ladars ssom *e'-riy to exchangs angz.
farmn of segnlar cooption for another, The churches'
only ultirmate defenss is 2 strong, continuing affuma-
tion of the stanscendental characrer of rchsz on and
an unyielling huitence on the abselate cer rfalit'f

af specifizally veliglons wvalues in the life of the
Seliever, For the formesable fuwire, however, the .

srends in - American Christianity will be moving -
mainly iz the sopoite *:.‘.wrcaion.
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