








skaya.
JOHNSON: Is that where you first encountered fighting with the Bolsheviks?

COLBURN: Yes. My first engagement was at Obozerskaya. It was the night after
we went forward in the afternoon. After we unloaded, we marched through the
woods all night, across swamps and streams. When we stopped to rest in the
night, of course you couldn't lie down, so I took my belt and wrapped it around
a tree and around myself and slung in that for probably a half-hour's sleep.

It was about five o'clock in the morning when we got the order to advance. We
went forward for about, oh maybe, a hundred yards. We got the order to fall
down, and as we lay there behind logs, or stumps, or whatever we could use as
a barricade, we could see the Bolsheviks advancing behind pine treeg-little

pine treesd that they had cut off. They were carrying these ahead of them.

MRS. COLBURN: They must have been reading Shakespeare. Thaf's in Shakespeare.
JOHNSON: Did you think that night march was adequately planned?

COLBURN: I had no way of knowingebout the planning of anything.

JOHNSON: Well, how did it run? Did it seem as though things were running

smoothly?

COLBURN: On that march? Oh, yes. I guess the march was okay, except that

the path shown on the aerial photgraph ended at a river. One of my buddies got
lost during the time in the woods. It being strange territory and swampy, he
got separated from the group. He was lost for, I think three days. Finally

he wandered back. We couldn't find him, but he wandered back into camp. He

had trench feet and was in very bad condition.

LENNING: Do you remember his name?



COLBURN: Clifford Nelson.

JOHNSON: Was Major Young commanding at that time?

COLBURN: I believe so.

JOHNSON: Do you remember anything about him?

COLBURN: No.

JOHNSON: Do you remember anything about Major Nichols?

COLBURN: One incident that stands out in my memory occurred after the battle
on November 4th. Captain Winslow appointed me as runner to deliver a message
to Major Nichols back at Headquarters. I reached Headquarters at 11:25 p.m..
I have never felt so big and so conspicuous as I did there, running through the

show after dark along the railroad track. I felt like I was a moving target.

JOHNSON: What do you remember about Lt. Gordon Reese?

COLBURN: He was a nice lieutenant. I think he was the third platoon.
Lieutenant Danley was my platoon lieutenant, and I think we were the fourth

platoon.

JOHNSON: When you were fighting the Bolsheviks, did they have better weapons

and more troops than the Americans?

COLBURN: Oh, we were greatly outnumbered. However, if they'd been better they'd

have won. But we came out victorious, so it must be we were superior.

JOHNSON: Do you mean that you were victorious at the battle at Obozerskaya?

COLBURN: I mean we were not only successful at Obozerskaya, but we were success-

ful in our entire mission.



JOHNSON: Did you ever have to attack the Bolsheviks without ammunition?
COLBURN: No.
JOHNSON: Were the Cossacks fighting alongside you?

COLBURN: Cossacks? I can't give you any information on that. I don't know.

They were fighting, but I don't know where.
JOHNSON: When did you first go back to Archangel from the front?

COLBURN: November 23 until December 5, when we left to go to the front again.
My last engagement was April the first. We were quartered in Number One Block-
house on the left flank at Verst 446, when on April 1 at 7:40 a.m. we were
attacked by what we found out later to be about two hundred fresh troops from
Yempsie. There were eight men besides myself in the blockhouse: Harvey Menteer
with a Lewis gun and three helpers, Tony Cialkowski, Alfred Becker, and Frank
McCauley; I with a Vickers gun had four helpers, Richard Kleiber, Howard
Kroenski, Louis Stemptzyk, and Usterboski.

With the two machine guns and the rifles using rifle grenades, we were able
to hold them off until we were rescued by the French artillery at the rear.
After an hour and a quarter of exchange of fire, the Bolos retreated. We
patrolled the area and found out that these troops had spent the night in the
woods, just waiting to make their attack at daybreak. We had had a sentry out
front for watch, and he came in and reported to me that he saw movements out in
the forest. BSo we all stood to and got ready for action. I don't know what
time it was, but soon after he came in and reported that he saw movement, why,
of course we got ready for action.

Our field of fire in the blockhouse was very narrow where our machine guns

were set up on our bunks. There were supports in the middle of the walls to

keep the logs from falling down. We had to knock out those supports so we



could have full coverage of the entire front. So that we did; and when we
opened fire, it was pretty nerve-wracking at first, naturally. We thoughﬂwhen
we saw them coming we would be overcome, but we kept coverage with rifle fire
and we got work back to the French artillery of our predicament. Then the
French opened up with their artillery, and they covered our area with shellfire.
The first round fell within maybe thirty-forty feet of our blockhouse. We
thought then that possibly the Bolos had gotten our location and it was enemy
fire. But it turned out to be the French artillery. They covered both rear
corners of the blockhouse first and then the front corners of the blockhause,
and then worked back and forth like that. And that drove the Bolos back.

After the battle we went out to survey the results, and there were many,
many casualties. There was some personal property brought in of various kinds.
And there was one captured. He reported that there were around two hundred men
that came down and spent that night in the forest just ahead of us. So it

was the artillery that saved us.
JOHNSON: And that was your last engagement?

COLBURN: Yes, that was April the first. That was when I was taken sick from
exposure, and from then on I was relieved from the front and was taken back

to the hospital.
JOHNSON: How were you transported to the hospital?

COLBURN: Well, of course from the front we went back in a boxcar. There were
other casualties and patients, and we all were loaded onto droshkis and taken

back to the hospital.
JOHNSON: Did you feel that yourmmedical care was adequate?

COLBURN: Yes, it sure had to be, because I was placed in the death ward over-
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night and I survived, so I think I had pretty good medical care.

LENNING: When did you first get into Archangel?

COLBURN: Right at Archangel, the fourth of September.

LENNING: But didn't you leave immediately down the railroad?

COLBURN: Yes, we did.

LENNING: So you didn't really see much of the city then?

COLBURN: Oh no. Not at that time. We didn't see anything of the city until

after we were relieved from the front for the first time.

LENNING: When was that?

COLBURN: I think we were on the front the first time about a week, and then we
were relieved and dropped back a short distance for a rest. Then we got to

Archangel on November 24.

LENNING: What was initial reaction of the Archangel residents to you as an

American soldier?

COLBURN: Well, we were received and treated very well. We had no complaint of

the natives.

LENNING: What were your first impressions of the city?

COLBURN: Of Archangel? Well, it was far from being a modern city. The
streets were very poor. Housing was very poor--that is, where we were. Of
course, there are some very nice places. I can remember visiting one place
that was very up-to-date and attractive. But the majority of the places where

we were housed or where we visited weren't so good.
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LENNING: What were your first duties in Archangel?

COLBURN: Well, our first;ﬁ;y was guard duty until we were loaded for the front.
It was routine guard duty around our headquarters. Of course, you're never
idle in the army. You've always got something to do. It was either guard
duty, or training, or issuing--something--until we were loaded to go to the

front.
LENNING: Were you trained to be a machine-gunner when you were in Archangel?

COLBURN: I took machine gun training in England, so I knew machine gun work

at that time.
LENNING: What did guard duty entail?

COLBURN

Oh, it was just patrol and watch for any intruders.

LENNING: What would you do with intruders?

COLBURN: They were halted and questioned. But that isn't usual around camp.

LENNING: Did you ever capture any prisoners while in the city?

COLBURN: In the city? No.

LENNING: Did you encounter any Bolsheviks at all in Archangel?

COLBURN: No.

LENNING: So most of the residents in the city were not Bolsheviks?

COLBURN: No, the Bolos' base was in Vladivostok--this was their headquarters.

LENNING: How much did you know about the political situation in the city of

Archangel?
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COLBURN: I didn't know very much about the political situation in Archangel.
I do know that there were three leaders there. They were Vladimir Lenin,
Aleksandr Keremsky, and Leon Trotsky. There were three different heads of

governments during the time I was there.

LENNING: In the city of Archangel itself, who was in power there?

COLBURN: I don't know if there were any Bolsheviks in the city of Archangel.
LENNING: So who ruled there?

COLBURN: I wouldn't know that either.

LENNING: Did you stay in barracks when you were in Archangel?

COLBURN: Really, I don't recall just how we were housed in Archangel. We
had headquarters, where the supplies were. I can't tell you exactly how we

were housed in Archangel. I don't recall that.
JOHNSON: Did you ever stay in a Russian family's home?
COLBURN: Yes.

JOHNSON: How did they react to your presence?

COLBURN: Pretty good.

JOHNSON: Were they friendly?

COLBURN: Yes, they were friendly. I do recall some homeskhere the kids slept
on top of the fireplace. And they housed pigs under it, under the kids. So
there were pigs and kids in the same house. (laughter) May seem hard to

believe, but it was hard for me to believe it, too.

JOHNSON: Was the peasants' treatment of the Americans different from their
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treatment of the other Allies?

COLBURN: I don't think so. I don't believe it. I wasn't aware of it.

JOHNSON: Then they were friendly to everyone?

COLBURN: Yes.

JOHNSON: Did their attitude change while you were there?

COLBURN: No, I don't think so. I thought their attitude was very agreeable

all the time.

JOHNSON: How much did you know of the purpose of your mission at that time?

COLBURN: We didn't know anything about it. We didn't know any reason for it.
We didn't know why we were sent to Russia. Supposedly to do guard duty at the

supply depot, but instead of doing guard duty we did active engagements.

JOHNSON: How did you feel about that? Did you think there was anything wrong

with your orders?

COLBURN: We just didn't think we were doing what we were sent there for.

LENNING: How did you come to fight the Bolsheviks? Who told you that they

were your enemy?

COLBURN: I don't know.

LENNING: You just fought them?

COLBURN: Yes.

JOHNSON: Did you know that the Americans were put under British command on the

condition that they would not be involved in Russia's civil war?



COLBURN :

JOHNSON :

ever have

with what

COLBURN:

aren't in

JOHNSON :
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Yes, I've heard that talked . . .

But you had no idea at that time, right? (He shakes head) Did you
any suspicions that what you were doing might not be in accordance

you had been sent there for?

No, the general run of the soldiers do not know those things. They

the "know" line for such information.

Was there ever any dissent among the soldiers? Did they ever question

the authority that made them fight?

COLBURN:

JOHNSON :

COLBURN:

JOHNSON :

COLBURN :

LENNING:

Yes. Yes, they did. I guess that was resolved all right.

On March 30, there was an alleged mutiny in your company.

Well, yes.

Could you tell me what happened?

No.

Were you there at the time when there was supposedly some problems

in your company?

COLBURN:

JOHNSON :

COLBURN :

JOHNSON :

COLBURN:

what did

Yes.

Don't you remember what went on at all?

Well, not too much. But I don't care to remember it.

What kind of clothing did you have?

Well, we had good clothing. We were issued real heavy overcoats and--

they call those big shoes we wore? And heavy socks.
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LENNING: Shackleton boots?

COLBURN: That's it. Shackleton boots.

JOHNSON: Were you pretty warm most of the time?

COLBURN: Oh, yes. Not too bad. However, when on guard duty, we changed

guards every fifteen minutes. It was fifty-two below zero.
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