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COTTAGE IN THE DELL. 

Bnrk. wbo.t o.ct'entR �~�w�e�e�t�.� nrc swelllnJt 
J.o'rom the t·ottnge in the dell. 

1\Jirth nnd m rrlmcnt �!�o�r�e�t�e�l�l�l�n�~� 

or 1\. my tic ftllry �~�p�e�l�l�.� 

FnJnt and fnr the choe quiver. 
As Jf from n magic bell; 

Aud the lcnflots lightly shl\'er 
�T�r�e�m�u�l�o�u�~� to �I�t�t�~� tender well. 

�~�\�h �.� the fttlrleN, forms Inutastk. 
How they trip it to and fro. 

With u �l�l�t�h�e�~�o�m�c� ll'P �c�l�n�~�1�i�c�.� 

�' �r�o�s�:�~�l�u�g�.� clrcllu,c. ns they teo. 

Round ond round �t�h�e�~ �·� reel 111 �d�n�t "�c�e�~�.� 

A th•y r•,·cllnthclrlo!hu>; 
And 11re mpturcd In 1 he tmttt•c · 

or !auttu.;ri. melody. 

Ah. the pine • ''here pl<'ll$1lr s rn,·i..:h 
18 the haunt" here �r�u�l�r�l�t�!�~� d\q: ll. 
UCh fl lmunl or �p�)�C�t�l�S�i�l�r�'�~� ltl\ •l::h 
l s the �c�o�t�l�t�t�~�o� In lh(' dell. 

A :SO:S \ ')I Ol' :-1. '!l7. 

CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS OF OLD 
ENGLAND. 

BY \\'!\1 . N . DIRCIJBY, 'gg. 

The Christmas season has always heen a 
time of mirth and joy, even before our chri:-;
tian era. In fact, Chri tmas Day was chosen 
for the anniversary of the birth of Christ sim
ply because the Roman aturnalia, celebrating 
the commencement of the �~� un's return, hap
pened about that date. This fact i only one 
example of the way in which many of our 
Christmas customs are relic of pagan rites. 
There i no other davin the \·ear. around which 

�~� .. 
cluster so many varied, and oft ·times i ncongru-
ou a sociations and �o�b�s�e�n�·�a�n�c�e�~�.� which, ne,·er
thele . we revere for their hoary age. many of 
them having their origin in those strange and 
my terious times of which we have no record, 
except tho. e incidental one which archxolo
g isL delight t o puzzle over. 

In America, �C�h�r�i�s�t�m�a�~� �i�~� not thought nearly 
so much of as in the old �c�o�u�n�t�r�i�e�~�;� here 
Thanksgiving has, to a great exteut taken the 
place of Chri:-;tmas across the �w�a�t�e�r�~�.� but 
Christmas is coming more into prominence 
and is being helped by the fact that most col 
leges ha\·e a week or two \·acation at that time. 
In England, e pecially in the country towns 
and \·illages, there still remain many of the old 
customs which have been handed down from 
father to son for many generation . 

The festivities commence on Christ mas e\·e 
with the bu:·ning of the Yule log, whi ch cus
tom takes u' back to the old candina\·ians 
whv used to burn huge bon-fires in hon r of 
Thor. This huge log is brought in and laid on 

the immense open fire-place amid demonstra
tions of good-will and gladness. It is the most 
joyous of all the Christmas eve ceremonies foa· 
it is to burn out all old grudges and grievances 
and crackle a welcome to all comers. It is 
considered essential that this log be lighted by 
the charred remains of the one which graced 
the hearth on the previou · Christmas eve, 
which have been carefully preserved tor thi 
purpose. i\t the same time with the Yule-log, 
a great candle, called the Yul e candle was 
burned to give light to the "merrie company." 

The time-honored custom of hanging the 
misletoe is a relic of an ancient Druid rite. 
This curious parasitic plant ,,·as reg:trded by 
them with the greatest veneration. On the 
day of the winter solstice, they would go forth 
into the forest, under the leadership of their 
priest . the Druids, to gather it. \\hen they 
reached an oak on which the misletoe grew, 
two white bulls were ti ed to the tree, and the 
chief Dnnd, clollted in white, ascended the 
tree and cut the plant with a golden knife. 
The bulls. and ometimes human victims, were 
then sacrificed. The misletoe was di -tributed 
among the people, who hung it over their 
doors, believing that in this way they would 
propitiate the _deiti es of the woods. 

\\'hen the mi. letoe has been hung, and the 
company liberally feasted. it is stilI the custom, 
in some part of Devonshire, to take an offer
ing to the best apple-tree of the orchard. this 
offering �c�o�n�~�i�s�t�i�n�g� of cake and ale. The cake 
is carefully laid in a fork of the tree and the 
ale poured at its root . accompanied by the 
firing of pistols by the men, while the women 
hout-

�H�~ " �n�r� lo)uP.IIJ'J'It•o: 1\IHI peur-: ('JlOW. 
Hnrtt full..:. �l�o�u�~�£� full-:. :o<nek full-a. 

llurrnh! Hnrmh I Jlu rrnh I 

One of the famous Christmas games in hng
land is napdragon; this game i · . omething 
like �f�i �~ �h�i�n�g� for a penny in an electrified bowl of 
water. Some raisins are put into a large, shal
low di h and «lcohol is poured over them and 
lighted. The fun consists in getting one of 
the raisins without getting burned. The light 
are usually put out so that the blue �~�p�t�r�i�t�

flame may show to the best advantage its weird 
effect. Even in this �a�m�u�~�c�m�c�:�.�n�t� there seems 
to be a remnant of the fire -worship of the an
cient Druids. 

In olden times a party of merry-makers 
called "nntmmers" used to go the round of the 
houses on Christmas eve, dre sed up in all 
sorts of ridiculous costumes. .-\t each hou:;e 
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which they entered they gave a burlesque per
formance of "St. George and . the Dragon" 
with variations to suit themselves, which gave 
the affair, to use their own words, "an aspect 
of very tragi cal mirth." They usually ended the 
performance with the following gentle hint-

Lnd �i�e�:�~� nud gcn tlamen, 
Our story Is ended, 

Onr money box I recommend d. 
Fl\·e or · ix ·hlllings would do us oo hnrm. 

. llv r or copp'r, or gold, iC you l'Un. 

One of the most prominent personages of 
an old-time Christmas, was the fantastic, mirth
inspiring "Lord of lVlisrule. ·· He was very 
much like our master of ceremonies, and all 
must obey him dut ing his short reign, which 
)a ted from Christmas-eve to Twelfth ight. 
It was quite an honor to be chosen for this of
fice in the large estates, so much so that one of 
the Lords of l\1isrule chosen to preside over 
the court of Charles I, was afterward knighte.:i 
by the king. Here is an extract from the "ar
ticles" drawn up by a nobleman of that time, 
defining the duties of one of these functiona
ri es who was to preside over his esrate: ui,z
pn'nLis, I give free leave to Owen Flood, my 
trumpeter, gentleman, to be Lord of l\1isrule 
of all good orders during the twelve day . 
And also, I give free leave to the said Owen 
Flood to command all and every person or 
persons whatsoever, as well servants �a�~� others, 
to be at his command whensoever he hall 
sound his trumpet or music, and to do him 
good service. as though I myself were pre ent, 
at their perils.... . . I give full power and au
thority to his lordsl1ip to bretlk up all locks, 
bolts, bars, door·s, and �l�a�t�c�h�e �~ �,� nnd to fling up 
a) 1 doors out of hinges, to come at those who 
pre ·ume to di ·obey his lordship's commands. 
God save the king!'' A favorite way for his 
lordship tp begin his reign wa b) announcing 
to the company that 'he absolved them of all 
their wisdom, and that they were to be just 
wi e enough to make fools of themselves.' 

\ Ve cannot, without regret, watch the grad
ual disappearance of many of the ·e customs, so 
old and so full of historical interest, from the 
ob. crvances of our Christmas season. They 
served to lighten the somewhat monotonous 
life of the middle cia ses of former times, and, 
as is recorded by an old journal, "li ghtened the 
poor man's load for many a month." 

But their time is passing away; we, with our 
times of relaxation more equally distributed 
through the year, do not feel the need of . uch 
a complete abandonment of all things serious 

as did our ancestors. Nevertheless, the time 
will not soon come when the merry Christmas
tide will cease to be welcomed as a time for 
gladness and rejoicing. 

THE COSMOPOLITAN SPREAD. 

If you pursue pleasure, let it be that which 
follows toil, not that which precedes it. In ac
cordance with this advice from the great ''tub 
dweller" of ancient Greece the Cosmopolitans, 
who reverence much the sages of the past and 
their wise words and noble deeds, closed their 
society work of the term with an edible sym
posium, or banquet. 

A short literary programme consisted of an 
address by the president, Benjamin Fraflklin, 
an oration on "Our Flag" by G. \V. Childs, and 
music. Then the guests assembled in patriotic 
mood around the festive board. The banquet 
spoke for itself, and each guest partook for 
himself. "Lady's fingers" served the place of 
lady's hands, which were the only lacking fea
ture of the evening. Post quam exempta 
fames et amor compressus edendi the symposi
arch or magister bibendi asked for responses 
from the following gentlemen: Hermiphilus, 
Von Bismarck, Eugene V. Debs, DaCosta, and 
Hlaine. Bismarck, strange to say, was not "re
minded'' of a story. uch was a gathering 
which will ret long linger as a pleasant mem
ory with the members and ex-members of the 
Cosmopolitan. "A life without a holiday is as 
a Ionv road without an inn;" likewise it seems 
that a jo\·ial reunion of the old and the new 
marks a fitting diversion in the ordinary course 
of society duties. The work of the Cosmopol
itan during the pa t term has been distingui ·hed 
b} commendable faithfulness. It may be said, 
with modest pricie, that every meeting was a 
success. \Ve are confident that those who 
availed themselves regularly of offered oppor
tunities ha\'e gained in readiness of expression 
and quickness of thought. and are better pre
pared to meet tho �~ �e� "extemporaneous emer
gencies" that do not always admit of Demos
thenic preparation. 

By what has been done, Cosmopolitans and 
Fraternals alike are inspired to still more earn
e t effort in acquiring a fluent use of that rich
est and most general type of human speech 
The "Anglo-American" language. 

Let us see to it that our nation rises into a 
higher Christian civilization, and that we save 
this nation to be Emanuel's Land. 
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THE FRATERNAL BANQUET. 

The I ittle acorn has grown into a \\·ide 
spreading oak, and prophecy, as utt e red b y \V. 
A . hields, ha · bee n fulfilled. The F. ,:-, . now 
numbers three hundred and five m e mbers and 
graduates, twenty- three b e ing the numbe r of 
active membe rs. By b ec o ming a m e mbe r of 
this society one j oi ns no t alone the active 
brotherhood. but he becomes one in a fratern i
ty \\'hich is bound together by bonds. than 
which none are stro nge r. "orn e perhaps smile 
as we speak o f be ing united \\·ith F . • -. g radu
ates, who now h o ld po. itions of the hig h est 
h o no r. But what does it m ean wh e n a m em
be r o f the class of '78 reach es down (by m ail) 
and extends to a m e mbe r o f th e class of '97 
the "fraternal grip'' and ca ll s hi 111 "brother?' ' 
\ ha t is it that causes the face of an alumnus 
t o brighte n as )·ou g rip hi . hand a nd he recog
nizes a •· frater ?" 

Do you still doubt, then attend with th e 
writer o n e of F ._. informal re-u nio n m eet ing!' , 
as was enjoyed on the evening of J.:)cc. I 3. 1 95 . 
Graduates and members assembled in Frate r
nal Hall, the most cheerful . oc ietv room on 
the cam pus. Deco rati o ns we re deemed neces
sary. Old Glory alone was co nsp ic uo us. drapL·d 
about the portrait of. the la t e Dr .. co tt. Are 
visitors and members s tra ngers ? . ee h o w vi s
itor after vi. it o r i~ greeted by th e m ember: . not 
by any formal introd uctio n, but by a wttrm grip. 
and h e nceforth th ey are on a common footiu~ 
and are frat e rs. In to rmal is the ru le in F . S. 
mee tings. ~o program is pre_pared and set 
s peeches a re debarred. The usual ope ning c x
c t·cises ove r, a recess is o rd e red , whil e I ng
tables and . eats a re arranged around the rootll. 
1\s the compan>' is seated . it ag=i in appears that 
graduates, forgetting that their col lege day. 
are pa t. and m e mbe rs are all frat e rs. Elabo
rate spreads are also forbidden. After partak
ing of lig h t re treshme nt s and fruit, the tables 
are cl ea red, and axes. hatchetc;, ham m e rs, and 
pieces of wood are placf:d befo re eacn perso n. 
Nuts are placed upo n th e cente r of each tab lt:: 
and each one he lps himself. Fin all y. H o n. G . 
J. Diekema is asked to act as t oast m a. t e r. and 
quiet reigns s upreme while Prof. Kl e inhcksc l 
tells '' \Vhat he Failed to ee on Hallowe'en. " or 
Prof. ~ykerk discou r es on "The E cono m ical 
Di sadvantages of a Late l\1arriage.'' Time 
fail s to tell of all that was done and said at the 
festal board . It is unnecessary to inform those 
who were absent that it was good t o be the re. 
;\lay the time be has t e ned wh e n· we shall agau1 

. --· -....... -~---~-----"T"'-""·--=-----· --

assemble with del ig ht to renew oid associati o ns 
and a reen m e m ories of former year . 

h 

As the vis ito rs were loo king over the old 
minute books during the course of th e evening-. 
and again enjoying some of t c fo rmer meet
ings. the suggestion was m ade hat the prcscn t 
soc ie ty e ndeavor to obttli n th e "an o nym o 11s 
papers, committee repo rts, o r any o th er papc •·" 
re fcrri na in anv wav to th e F. S .. and which t:> 1 , 

mig ht still be in e xisten ce. Acting upon this 
suggestio n a ' :o mmittee was appointed to cor
respond or interview all form e r m ember. to 
obtain such pape rs. ~ ince it. appointment the 
committee has been doi ng what it could, and al
ready among o ther papers. has received ''The 
Damascus Bl ade'' and "The Astro loger" issued 
in 1R6g and 1" 70 respect ively. It is expected 
that everr g rad uate will c nde a\·or to make th e 
co llec ti o ns o: Frate rnal , oc ie ty papers a s uc 
ces:. They , ·ill be placed in the library. and 
arrangement.. will be m ade so that no ne but 
Frate rnal Socic tv m e mbers and ~ racluates sha II , . 
have access to them. 

GYMNASIUM. 

At the nnual meeting o f th e Gymnasiu m 
Association held Jan. 10, the fo llowing o ffi cer : 
we re elected fo r the c nsu i ng year: 

Preside nt, Jac . Van dcu i\1 culcn; Sec. and 
Treas., F. 1\1 ulde r. 

Cabinet m e mbe rs. G . K ooik e r, i\J . K o ster, 
L . \\ arns huis, G . \ Vatcrmucldcr, and C . Spaan . 

The pas t year in the gy mn asium has seen 
some goo l work done . a nd this y c.:ar we e xpect 
wi ll witness s till greater re. ults, thou~h at 
pre~ent the ice with its attract i ns contin ues 
t o a llu re our b o y s. 

At th e close o f th t:: present sch ool t erm a 
conte!;t will be h eld in whi ch all m embers will 
be allowed to compe t e. ,\ bcatiful gold m edal 
will b e awa rd ed for the b est "all ro und' ' wnrk . 

B oys. h ere is a go0d ch <~ n ce t o s h ow YCill r 
skill. Y ou r e x e rt io ns will not be unrcwanlcd, 
even if you fa il t o get th e m eda l. Th e physi
cal traininrr wil l do v ou <Yond. \\ 'e hn tlC t o ..;c' 

h .. :... 

many co mpetito rs in this cont est. 

DE ALUMNIS. 

Th e class o f '79. consisted of : ix m e mbe rs at 
the time o f g raduation. o nh· three of whom 

~ . 
ha\'e deemed it worth whil e to l't!='pond t o uur 
questions. Th e clasc; can takt! pridt! in h .tv ing
among th r:ir nu mbe r two students of foreign 
extraction. They were K . Kimu ra and :\1. 

g-hirni. two nati\·e J apa nese. 
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Dr. E . J. De . pelder is at present located at 
D renthc. 1\1 ich ., practicinrr medicine. After 
g raduati ng from I lope, he entered the medical 
departme nt -at the ~niversity of I ichigan in 
the fall of the same year, and received hi de
gree of M . I . i n the sprin g of ' 3· For a time 
h e was located at Ea t augatuck, but owing 
to adverse circumstances, he went o n a trip 
\Vest. J I ere he found several good openings. 
but havi na learned t o usc his own word . that 

:-, ' 
n o \\'estern "city o r haml et was cyclone proof." 
he soon returned to hi. native state, and finally 
"ctt led at Dre nt h e . hi s present locatio n . 

'icorg-e :\ ie m eye r entered the Seminary at 
~cw Brunswick. ~ . ) .. and after graduation in 
the spring o ~ 1 gs2. he was i nsta lied as pa:tor 
of the Reformed church at D etroit. II is sub
sequent pastorates were as follows: \ yriesland. 
from 1884 to 1 ~ 6; Cleveland, .. 1 86 - 1 go; 
()ak land. 1'\ . J .. ti I I 1 93. when he became pas
tor of hi s present charge, the churches o f Sho
k a n a nd handahen. ;\ . \ . 

1\me \·e nne ma also took a theological course 
after he had finished his stud i~s at H ope. His 
first field o f lab or which he entered immediate
ly up n graduati n was ~ew Paltz, N . Y . \\'bile 
here, he unde rtook the authorship o f the " I lis
t o iT o f the R eform ed church o f f\ ew Paltz, Ul
-.;te;· county, 1\. Y .. from 1683 to I < 83 ." which 
was published. L ea\·ing his charge here. h e 
served the foil \\·ing churches in succession: 
_·eccJ tHI R ef. of K alam azoo; S econd Ref. of 
R ochester. N . \: . : Re f. church of Deer P:\rk at 
Port l.ervis, N . Y .. and Second church o f Pa. 
saic, -~ .] .. hi" present charge whic h he ha just 
e ntered . R c \·. \ 'cnnema has recei ved calls 
fr 111 severttl of the m ost pro minent c hurches 
of the R ef. denom ina tion. li e is one of I lope's 
n1 nst i llust r·i ous sons. a nd his occasio nal visits 
to hi" . \ lma i\later arc always h eartily received 
t)\· the student~. 

The first productio n. 4HC a pamphlet en
titled: " fs the K oran l ntclligihlc ?" and the 
L ord's praye r in .\rahic. hoth of \\ hich have 
hc.:en r ·cei ,·ed by us . 

) . :\1. \'an d --r :\l eulen. ·91. student at :'\T c 
· <; rm ick Semi nnt·y. has accepted the ca II t e n

dered him bv the S econd P cf. chu rch of K ala
mazoo. li e. wi ll c nt r upon his wo rk in April. 

1\ . K uiper. '<) ~. was elected pt·esidcnt of the 
n ewly organi7.t:d ~ ociety o f Enquiry of R utgers 
S e minan·. ~ew Brunswick. ;\ . J. :\1r. (,. Flik
l,ema. al"'Cl a former "'tudcnt of I l ope. i=' treas
ll r T . 

J. A. De 'pelder, '7o, conducted chapel ex
erct. es one morning last week. 

Rev. E. mit , '75, of Crystal Falls, l\1ich .• 
was in town ew \'ear's day visiting friends. 

]. ]. l\1ersen, '95. medical student at the Uni 
versity of .l\1 ichigan spent vacation in H oll and. 

Rev. F . A. F orce, '76, was installed a pastor 
o f the church at Owa~ co Outlet, N. Y., J anu
ary 14 . 

\\'m. . \ an Eyk. '93. and A. \an Duren. 
'9-1. students o f law at Ann Arbor also spent 
vacation in this city. 

Jas. F. Zwemer, '70, principal of the 1'-\. \V. 
Academy, Orange City, Ia .. \\·as in l lolland the 
latter part o f Ia · t m onth. 

R ev. S. M . Zwemer, '87, wri tes that they have 
just rece ived a printing press for the ir missiorl
ary station at 1\1u~cat, Arabia. 

Rev. A . \ ennema. '79. has recently locatc!d 
in Passaic. N . J., as pastor of the old Aquacka
nonck Ref. church of that place. 

Rev . J. G. Fagg. · 1 , has recently entered 
upon his new charge as assistant pa::tor ol the 
Collegiate church . Tew \'.o rk city. 

Rev. 1\1. Kolyn, '74. after having taken a few 
m onths o f needed recreation, has retut ned to 
his pa.toral work in )range City, Ja. 

i\Ir. H . G. K eppel. Ph . D .. '89. instructor in 
mathematic~ at ~orthwestern niversity, spent 
\·acatio n with his parents in Zeelancl. 

J. C. Groene\·eld. '74. has mo\•ed from ~ ev.· 
H o J1 et n d. .' . Dakota. t o . 'out h H o II and, I II. . 
\\·here he is pastor o f a Chri. tian Ref. church. 

Rev. J as. Ossewa~u·de, 'g:J. of Pella, I ow a. 
\a..· as married to 1\l iss Cornelia J. Den I I erder· 
on the evening of O ec. 3l. i\liss D e n HerJer 
is a graduate of the G rammar School here and 
of the Female ,·eminary at Kalama7.oo. T h.e 
A~ciiO J{ extends congratulations. 

:\J r. Oren S . F lannegan a former editor-in 
chie f of the .\~<-IIOH was m a rried to 'i\1 iss Car
l ott a . \ . Spencer of D oug-Ia~ • .:\Itch .. Christ mas 
e\'Cnina at five o'clock. The couple started a t :--. 
o nce upon a weddi ng trip and w;H he at home 
in Dou~las, where l\J r. Flanegan is engaged a s 
princi pal of the public schools. after J anu::try 
20 th. The :'\ !lOR extends congratulations. 

(>range ·. F lauegan brother of< )ren S . also 
a former editor-in-chief is an attorney-at-la\\· 
in (;rand Rapids. 


