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A CLOSING LOOK

CONNECTION
Living traditions both endure and evolve. Such is the case with May Day, which has long since become Spring Fling.  
In earlier days—as shown in this image from the 1958-59 school year—the event included the crowning of a May 
Queen and a dance around a maypole, practices both ended decades ago. The event’s original name is also an 
artifact of earlier generations, since a shift in the academic year now typically places it in April, on the last Friday 
before final exams. The occasion, however, is still a celebration, albeit today focused on providing the student body a 
chance to gather together one last time, not yet for bittersweet farewells, but for fellowship and lighthearted fun that 
now includes a picnic, inflatables, a visiting band and a chance to cheer on the infamous “Push” shopping cart race.  
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4 // 19 // 2016
Celebrate Hope’s sesquicentennial with a gift on April 19! Each gift 
will help fund Hope College scholarships through the Hope Fund. 
Visit hope.edu/give2hope to give online and use #give2hope on  

social media to encourage others to join you.
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