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ten years of age will be one-half that for
adults. Wives accompanying their husbands
may be housed in the dormitory. Registra-
tion cost for the wife will be an additional
$25.00. The registration fees will cover food

service and room, and the use of the camp
facilities for meetings of study sessions. Par-

ticipants who camp will pay $10.00 registra-
tion only and be responsible for their own
lodging and food costs.

If children accompany parents to tire con-

ference, the recreational activities offered at

the camp are available to them, such as
swimming, hiking, and ping pong. The con-

ference leaders are planning an overall pro-

gram for husbands which should be of con-

structive interest to those wives who ac-
company their husbands to the PAR Insti-
tute.

Western alumni are encouraged to send
requests for specific data and registration
forms to Dr. William C. Brownson at
Western Seminary, 86 East 12th Street,
Holland, Michigan 49423 for enrollment in
the Wisconsin PAR. The deadline is May 15.

Beechwood Church Purchases

President’s House
The congregation of the Beechwood Re-

formed Church in Holland committed itself

to complete the purchase of the President’s
house, located at 580 Central Avenue, for
Western Seminary. Beginning with January,

1969, the congregation will meet the monthly

payments on the existing land contract for
a commitment which represents an undertak-
ing in excess of $15,000.

"Beechwood House,” the President's House at
580 Central Avenue, Holland.

In 1962, prior to the arrival of President
Bidder, Western’s Board of Trustees voted
to acquire a president’s house. The Bidder
family has lived in the house during his

tenure as president here.

Western has renamed its President’s home
"Beechwood House” to serve as a constant

reminder of the gracious gift of the congre-

gation. The Beechwood pastor, the Rev.
Chester A. Postma, had served on Western

Members of the Beechwood Reformed Church sign an agreement with Western to complete the payments
on "Beechwood House” for the President's home for Western Seminary. Seated (left to right) are the Rev.
Chester A. Postma, pastor, and Dr. Herman 1. Ridder, president; standing (left to right) are Larry
De Kraker, chairman of the deacons, and James Geib, treasurer.

Seminary’s Board of Trustees and was chair-

man of the board and its executive com-
mittee during the tenure of Dr. Englund,

during the year of vacancy, and during the
early years of President Bidder’s tenure. In

calendar year 1966 and again in 1967, the

Beechwood Refonned Church led all the

congregations of the entire denomination
in financial support of the operating pro-

gram of Western Seminary.
This undertaking is another symbol in the

partnership of congregations and seminary
in their joint responsibility to prepare the

future spiritual leadership of the church.

WOLFERT CONFERENCES
AT HOLLAND; MINNESOTA
A revised format for a Wolfert Con-

ference on Church Vocations is slated for
the Hope College campus in mid-April.
Committee members planning this event for

Hope College students only, include Presi-
dent Ridder and Henry Kleinheksel of
Western Seminary, and for Hope College,
Chaplains Hillegonds and Williams, Deans
Robert De Young and Jeannette Sprik, and
Barry Schreiber, respesentative for the
student church council at Hope. The con-
ference will be tailored to the rhythm of
student life and activity on Hope’s campus,

with outstanding leaders in areas of min-

istry made available to the college student
body in various areas at various times of
the scheduled conference.

Minnesota Classis will host a Wolfert
Conference on Church Vocations at the
Reformed Church of Roseland, Minnesota
on Saturday, March 22. The pastor, the
Rev. Wilmer J. Ver Meer will serve as
registrar for that conference. President
Ridder of Western Seminary will give the

keynote address to the delegates, after

which a series of special interest groups
will consider various phases of Christian

ministry in these times. The noon meal will

be served by the guild of the host church,
and an appropriate sound motion picture
film will be presented.

A second series of small group discussions

will be held in the afternoon, after which
the conference will be concluded with a
presentation on particular aspects of Western
Seminary’s program of preparing young men
and women for the church vocations.

FACULTY, STUDENTS
EXTEND MINISTRY
TO NIGHT WORLD

Professor Hugh A. Koops of Western’s
Education Department was featured in an
exciting report of an extended ministry to
the night world by the Holland Sentinel,
local newspaper. Inspired by night ministry

examples in Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids, Mus-
kegon, Saginaw, and other Michigan cities,

the seminary faculty and students were led
to undertake a night ministry program in

(Continued on page 6)
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Holland. Twelve ministers and four Western

students are attempting to express the con-

cern of Christ for all men, in all places, at
all times. Ministers involved with Professor

Koops are Professor Robert A. Nykamp,
Ralph Kickert (M.C.E. ’68), David Van
Dam (B.D. ’67), Mark Walvoord (B.D. ’66),
John Nordstrom (B.D. ’63), and John
Rozendaal (B.D. ’61). Students included
in this program are Dean Wolbrink, John
Elliott, Rodney Koopmans, and John Dill-
beck. An additional half-dozen ministers
from local area churches complete the team

ministry.

The night ministry enables seminarians
to meet people on their “home ground,”
where those with problems are more free
to discuss them than in a church or par-
sonage. Rev. Klouw of the Prospect Park
Christian Refonned Church suggested, “In

a way it’s an acknowledgment that the es-
tablished church hasn’t always been success-

ful.” The ministers see the program as a
way of extending their faith to those who
aren’t being reached through religious ac-

tivities. Public support for the program has
been encouraging. Reverend Koops feels
that it is difficult to gauge the success of

the night ministry program. The idea of
“love in action” has become clearer, and the
ministry has changed some people’s ideas
of what the church is all about. One min-
ister recently received a letter from a young
man who had attempted suicide the previous

summer. He wrote to a night minister who
had been riding with police the night of

the suicide attempt, stating that the ministry

had helped him to discard suicide attempts
and face up to life through the power of
the Gospel.

Annual Alumni Meeting
Set For May 26
The Executive Committee of the Alumni

Association, at its meeting on February 21,

made detailed plans for the annual meeting
of the Alumni Association of Western Sem-
inary. Officers representing the 875 living

alumni are: President, Rev. Ralph Menning;
Vice President, Rev. Peter Muyskens; Secre-

tary, Dr. Elton Bruins; and Recording Secre-

tary, Rev. John Klaaren.

The committee will send its mailing to
all alumni directly, informing them of tire
annual meeting to be held in connection
with Western’s Commencement on Monday,
May 26, 1969. The Commencement ad-
dress will be given by Dr. David G. Buttrick,

associate professor and chairman in Church
and Ministry, at Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
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