










THE THEOLOG

Panelists for the Focal Points Conference of December 9 include, left to right: Peter Jacobusse, Super-
intendent, Holland City Mission; Donald Vander Kooy, Michigan Children’s Aid Society and Family Service;
Professor Robert A. Nykamp, Field Director, Western Seminary; the Rev. Ralph Manning, pastor, First
Reformed Church, Grandville, Michigan; and the Rev. A. 0. Van Eck, director of adult education, Board of
Education, R.C.A. The theme of the conference was “The Changing Ministry to the Family.”
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The Traditional All-Seminary Christmas Potluck Party was held on December 12 in the Seminary Commons.
Events such as these epitomize the fellowship of the students, faculty and their families in this social
function.

FACULTY REPORT
VARIED ACTIVITIES
Dr. Donald J. Bruggink, professor of

historical theology, and Mr. Charles A.
King, A. I. A., of Hartford, Connecticut,
served as co-chairmen of a seminar on
church architecture held January 15 through

19, 1968. Sponsored by The American
Society for Church Architecture and The
World Center for Liturgical Studies, the
seminar met at the seminary of St. Vincent

De Paul, Boynton Beach, Florida. The sub-

ject of the conference was “The Mission
Church,” specializing in multi-purpose room

building. The purpose of the conference was
to explore ways in which first-unit Protestant
mission churches could be designed as more

suitable structures for fulfilling the many
needs placed upon them by newly organ-
ized worshipping congregations. Dr. Brug-

gink is a member of the Board of Trustees
of The American Society of Church Archi-

tecture.

FOCAL POINTS
ENTHUSIASTICALLY
RECEIVED
The first two Focal Points conferences

held at the seminary have been enthusi-
astically endorsed by the participants. Two
Forums on Christianity and Life have been

held to date, the first on December 9 deal-
ing with the changing ministry to the fam-
ily with a registration total of 110. The
second one, held on Saturday, February 10,
included a total of 190 registrants and par-
ticipants. The subject, “Dealing with Con-
flict in the Congregation” was developed by
Dr. Douglas Blocksma, consulting psycholo-
gist from Grand Rapids, Michigan, who gave

the keynote opening address on the subject,
“The Dynamics of Conflict.” Reactors to this

material included Mr. Max De Pree, an
elder of the Faith Reformed Church in
Zeeland and vice president of Herman
Miller, Incorporated, the Rev. John Nord-

strom, pastor of the Second Reformed
Church of Zeeland, and Dr. Carlos Page
of the Methodist Church supervising the
western Michigan district of 74 churches.
A film “Plow to Handle Conflict” was also
presented.

This academic year’s last scheduled Focal
Points Conference will be held all day
Saturday, April 6, on the general theme,
“Meeting the Needs of the Physically 111.”
A direct mailing including data for this con-

ference will be made to each church in the
particular synods of Michigan and Chicago.

Dr. Bruggink will serve as special con-
sulting editor for the March/April 1968
issue of YOUR CHURCH, the leading
Protestant periodical of church building,
equipment, administration, and finance. The
theme of the issue will be “Space for
Worship.” In addition to an introductory
article by Dr. Bruggink, there will be evalu-
ative articles by two Western alumni, the
Rev. Lawrence Hodge, and the Rev. Norman
K. Kansfield.

Dr. Richard C. Oudersluys, professor of
New Testament language and literature,
will spend the 1968-1969 academic year

on a sabbatical leave. Full details of this
planned experience will be published in the
next issue of THE THEOLOG.
Lectures on “Art, Liturgy and Archi-

tecture” were given by Dr. Donald J.
Bruggink for the Art Department of Calvin

College at the Franklin Street Campus in
November, and in January at the Fine Arts

Building at the Knollcrest Campus.

Dr. Lester J. Kuyper, Professor of Old
Testament, spoke at a pre-Lenten Retreat

for Lutheran Church ministers at Ludington,

Michigan on Feb. 19-20. Pie presented a
series of studies on the Servant of God as
portrayed in Isaiah.

Dr. Lester J. Kuyper and Dr. James I.

(continued on page 6)
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HOLLAND, MICHIGAN

(continued from page 5)

Cook attended the 103rd meeting of the
Society of Biblical Literature at Union
Seminary in New York City on Dec. 27-29.
Highlights of the three-day session included

illustrated reports of archaeological work
being carried on under the direction of the

American Schools of Oriental Research and
an evening symposium on “Apocalyptic
Literature and Thought.”

Dr. M. E. Osterhaven, Professor of
Systematic Theology, gave a paper at the

Theological Commission of the Alliance of
Reformed Churches in January on “The
Teaching of the Holy Spirit in Christian
Social Responsibility.” On Feb. 26 he ad-
dressed the annual banquet honoring the
eighty boys who became Eagle Scouts with-
in the Crancl Valley Council, a seven-
county area. This year’s class is named

after Dr. Osterhaven, long-time scouter,
member of the Executive Committee of the
Grand Valley Council, and holder of the
Silver Beaver Award. The banquet was
held at Aquinas College in Grand Rapids,
Michigan.

Professors Cook, Osterhaven and Wilter-

dink attended the semi-annual meeting of

the Theological Commission, R.C.A. at New
Brunswick Seminary on Feb. 21-23. The
major item on the agenda was a paper pro-

duced by these professors on “The Office of
the Minister, of the Word.” This paper
evaluated the present role of ministers in our

society and made a number of suggestions
for substantial changes. Professor Wilterdink

is teaching the courses in English Bible dur-

ing the sabbatical leave of Dr. John H.
Piet.

INSTITUTES SET FOR
PELLA, HOLLAND, DENVER
Three PAR Institutes are scheduled to be

conducted by Western Seminary during the

summer of 1968. The first institute will be

held at the campus of Central College in

Pella, Iowa from July 8 to 12, the second

institute will be held on Western’s campus

from July 30 to August 8, a third is sched-

uled for Denver, Aug. 26-30. Details of the

conference leaders and study program will

be announced by means of a direct mailing

at a later date. Those pastors who have had

the privilege of attendance at a former PAR
Institute are enthusiastic in their response
to its great value, both in their personal de-

velopment and as stimulation for their
pastoral work.
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