














THE THEOLOG

Panel i stsfor the Focal Points Conferenceof Decenber 9 include, leftto right: Peter Jacobusse, Super-
intendent, Hol l and City M ssion; Donal d Vander Kooy, M chi ganchildren’ sAid Society and Fanily Service;
Prof essor Robert A. Nykanp, Field Director, West ern Sem nary;the Rev. Ral ph Manni ng, pastor, First
Ref or med Church, Grandville,Mchigan; and the Rev. A 0. Van Eck, director of adult education, Board of
Education, R C.A. The thene of the conference was “The Changi ngM nistryto the Fanily.”
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The TraditionalAll-Seninary ChristmasPotluck Party was hel d on Decenber 12 in the Semi nar yConmons.
Events such as t heseepitonize the fellowshipof the students, facultyand their famliesin this social

function.

FACULTY REPORT
VARI ED ACTI VI TI ES

Dr. Donal d J. Bruggink, professor of
hi storical theol ogy, and M. Charles A
King, . A, of Hartford, Connecticut,
served as co-chairmenof a seninar on
church architectureiel d January 15 t hrough
19, 1968. Sponsored by The Anerican
Society for ChurchArchitecture and The
Worl d Center for Liturgical Studies, the
sem nar met at the semi naryof st. Vincent

De Paul, Boynt onBeach, Florida. The sub-
ject of the conferencewas “The M ssion
Chur ch, "specializingn nulti-purposeroom
bui | di ng. The purpose of the conferencewas
to expl oreways in Whi ch first-unitProtestant
m ssi on churches coul d be desi gned as nore
suitablestructuresfor fulfillingthe many
needs pl acedupon them by new y organ-
i zed wor shi ppi ngcongregations. Dr. Brug-
gink isa menber of the Board of Trustees
of The Anerican Society of Church Archi-
tecture.

FOCAL PO NTS
ENTHUSI ASTI CALLY
RECEI VED

The first t WO Focal Points conferences
hel d at the seninaryhave been enthusi-
astically endor sedby the partici pants.TWoO
Forums on Christianityand Life have been
hel d to date, the frirst on Decenber 9 deal -
ing with the changi ngninistryto the fam
ilywith a registrationtotal of 110. The
second one, held on Saturday, February 1o,
included a total of 190 registrants and par-
tici pants. The subject, “ Deal i ngwi t h Con-
flict in the Congregation” was devel oped by
Dr. Dougl as Bl ocksma, consul tingpsychol o-
gi st from Grand Rapi ds, M chi gan, who gave
the keynote openi ngaddress On t he subject,
“The Dynami cs of Conflict.” Reactorsto this
material includedM. Max De Pree, an
el der of the Faith ReformedChurchin
Zeel and and vice president of Her man
Ml er, I ncorporated, the Rev. John Nord-
strom pastor of the Second Reforned
Chur chof Zeel and, and Dr. Carl os Page
of the Methodi st Chur ch supervising the
west ern M chi gan district of 74 churches.
A film“Plowto Handl e Conflict”was also
present ed.

This academi Cyear’s |ast schedul ed Focal
Poi nt s Conferencewill be held all day
Saturday, April 6, ON the general thene,
“Meetingthe Needs of the Physicallyaii.~
A direct mailingincludingdata for this con-
ferencewill be nmade to each church inthe
particul arsynods of M chi ganand Chi cago.

Dr. Bruggi nkwill serve as special con-
sulting editor for the March/ April 1968
issue of YOUR CHURCH, the Ieading
Protestant periodical of church building,
equi prrent ,adni ni stration,and finance. The
theme of the issue will be “Space for
Worship.” In addition to an introductory
articleby Dr. Bruggink, therewill be eval u-
ative articles by two Western alumi, the
Rev. Law ence Hodge, and the Rev. Nor man
K. Kansfield.

Dr. RichardC. qudersluys, professor of
New Test anent | anguage and literature,
will spend the 1968-1969 academni c year
on a sabbatical | eave. Full detailsof this
pl annedexperiencew | | be published in the
next issueof THE THEOLOG

Lectureson “Art, Liturgy and Archi-
tecture”were given by Dr. Donal d ..
Bruggi nkfor the Art Departnent of Calvin
Col | egeat the Franklin Street Canmpus in
Novenber, and in January at the Fine Arts
Bui | ding at the Knol | crest Canpus.

Dr. Lester J. Kuyper, Professor of Od
Test anent, spoke at a pre-Lent enRetreat
for Lut heranChur ch ni ni stersat Ludi ngton,
M chi gan on Feb. 19-20. Pie presented a
series of studieson the Servant of God as
portrayed in Isaiah.

Dr. Lester J. Kuyper and Dr. Janes 1.

(continued on page 6)
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(continued from page 5)
Cook attended the 103rd meeting of the

Society of Biblical Literature at Union
Seminary in New York City on Dec. 27-29.
Highlights of the three-day session included
illustrated reports of archaeological work
being carried on under the direction of the
American Schools of Oriental Research and
an evening symposium on “Apocalyptic
Literature and Thought.”

Dr. M. E. Osterhaven, Professor of
Systematic Theology, gave a paper at the
Theological Commission of the Alliance of
Reformed Churches in January on “The
Teaching of the Holy Spirit in Christian
Social Responsibility.” On Feb. 26 he ad-
dressed the annual banquet honoring the
eighty boys who became Eagle Scouts with-
in the Grand Valley Council, a seven-
county area. This year’s class is named
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after Dr. Osterhaven, scouter,
member of the Executive Committee of the
Grand Valley Council, and holder of the
Silver Beaver Award. The banquet was
held at Aquinas College in Grand Rapids,
Michigan.

long-time

Professors Cook, Osterhaven and Wilter-
dink attended the semi-annual meeting of
the Theological Commission, R.C.A. at New
Brunswick Seminary on Feb. 21-23. The
major item on the agenda was a paper pro-
duced by these profescors on “The Olffice of
the Minister .of the Word.” This paper
evaluated the present role of minicters in our
society and made a number of suggestions
for substantial changes. Professor Wilterdink
is teaching the courses in English Bible dur-
ing the sabbatical leave of Dr. John H.
Piet.
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INSTITUTES SET FOR
PELLA, HOLLAND, DENVER

Three PAR Institutes are scheduled to be
conducted by Western Seminary during the
summer of 1968. The first institute will be
held at the campus of Central College in
Pella, Jowa from July 8 to 12, the second
institute will be held on Western’s campus
from July 30 to August 8, a third is sched-
uled for Denver, Aug. 26-30. Details of the
conference leaders and study program will
be announced by means of a direct mailing
at a later date. Those pastors who have had
the privilege of attendance at a former PAR
Institute are enthusiastic in their response
to its great value, both in their personal de-
velopment and as stimulation for their
pastoral work.




