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the Commons would become a true
Commons in which the seminary family
would have more social space available
to it. Presently, with all types of meet-

ings held there, the Commons actually is
devoid of a single common purpose. It
is hoped that it might become a true
student lounge where a number of meals
are served during the course of a week
so as to create community within the
seminary family. With only seventeen
men living in the dormitory and the rest
scattered throughout the city, we feel
more and more the need of adequate
facilities to get men to discuss together
and to relate together in a meaningful

way.

Along this same line, it was sug-
gested that a president’s house be erected

on the property adjacent to the new
building. Last year the seminary pur-
chased the president’s house, which is
about a mile from campus. The thought
here would be to build an adequate home
on the campus of the seminary which
could also be used for building com-
munity and for various entertainment

purposes.

Another usage of the newly acquired
land would be to provide for adequate
parking space which has become a prob-
lem at the seminary because of our
proximity to the college, as well as the

gr-owing need for parking space gener-

ally.

The final aspect of the report of the
Development Committee was the recom-
mendation that a substantial Centennial

scholarship fund be established. With
rising college costs and with a number
of men whose resources have been de-
pleted by the time they arrive at the
seminary, along with decreasing enroll-

ments which mean that scholarship
money has now become a factor in sem-
inary recruitment, it was thought that a
substantial sum of money would be of
great value in the continuation of our
student recruitment program. This year,
for example, Hope College has exper-
ienced more visitors to the campus in
search of seminary students (applicants)
than they have ever had in their history.

Along with these recruiters came signifi-
cant scholarships which were offered to
qualified students who might wish to en-
roll at their particular seminary.
The details of each of these matters

need to be worked out. We are now at
the point of securing professional counsel

to determine cost figures in order to
establish priority and also to arrive at
ultimate costs.

Alumni Project
At the business session of the Alumni

Association of the seminary held in con-
nection with the commencement activi-
ties of May, 1963, it was voted that the
Alumni project for the coming year would
be the furnishing of faculty offices.

The generous response of the alumni
for this cause is evidenced by the ac-

Under the joint sponsorship of Hope
College and Western Seminary, the
fourth annual pastors’ institute was held
from June 15 to 19.

Entitled “The Changing Nature of the
Ministry” the institute discussed and
studied the function of the ministry in

today’s rapidly changing environment.
Courses offered included the theology of
the ministry, the pastor’s understanding
of the community, and changing rela-
tions between ministers and laity. Morn-
ing worship services were led by the
Rev. Samuel Williams, pastor of the
Pembroke Community Reformed Church
of St. Anne, Illinois.

Featured lecturer for the institute was
Dr. James B. Smart, Professor of Biblical

Interpretation at Union Theological Sem-
inary at New York City. A graduate of
the University of Toronto, Canada, Dr.

Smart has pursued graduate studies in
Old Testament and Semitics at the Uni-
versities of Marborg and Berlin in Ger-
many. Besides serving as a pastor of
Presbyterian congregations in Canada,
Dr. Smart has been editor-in-chief for
the Board of Christian Education of the
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., setting up
their “Christian Faith and Life Curricu-

lum.” He is the author of eleven books

companying picture which shows Dr.
Kuyper and Dr. Oudersluys seated in
Dr. Kuyper’s office, with furniture pro-

vided fx-om funds donated by the alumni.
Similar furniture graces the office of
Dr. Oudersluys.

At the alumni meeting held May 20
it was decided to equip additional faculty

offices as the alumni project for the
1964-65 year.

and many articles in theological journals.
His lectures at the institute cover the
subject “The Theology of the Ministry.”

Dr. Donald H. Bouma, Professor of
Sociology at Western Michigan Univer-
sity in Kalamazoo, Michigan, gave two
lectures on the general subject “The
Pastor’s Understanding of the Commun-
ity.” Dr. Bouma was granted a Ph.D.
degree from Michigan State University.
He is active in the Family Service As-
sociation ̂ oard, the Kent County Mental

Hygiene Society, the Bethany Christian
Home for Children, and the Kent Council
of Social Agencies. His research activi-
ties include work on the church and its
community, and he has lectured at var-
ious gatherings on subjects in this area
of study.

The Rev. Samuel Williams, pastor of
the Pembroke Reformed Church at St.
Anne, 111., delivered lectures in this ai-ea
of study.

The study of the changing nature of
the congregation was led by Dr. Jacob
Eppinga, pastor of the LaGrave Avenue
Christian Reformed Church in Grand
Rapids, by Dr. Lynn Vander Linde, Con-
sulting Clinical Psychologist, Grand Rap-
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ids and the Rev. Robert Nykamp, pastor
of the Hope Reformed church of Chicago.
A panel of lay leaders from the Re-
formed Church at Midland, Michigan also
presented material in this area of study.

This year’s institute planning commit-
tee included Professor Elaine Lubbers

and Gerrit J. ten Zythoff of the Western
Theological Seminary faculty, Dr. Lars
I. Granberg and the Rev. Lambert J.
Ponstein of Hope College, and the Rev.
Russell Vande Bunte, pastor of the Third
Reformed Church of Holland.
Future sessions of the pastors’ insti-

tute will featux-e a functional approach,

shifting focus from year to year so as to
include preaching, Christian education,

administration of the local church, pas-
toral care and counselling.

Western Alumnus
Celebrates Anniversary
The Rev. James Wayer, D.D. of the

seminary class of 1904 celebrated the
60th anniversary of his graduation from
Western Seminary.
A Hope College graduate of 1901, Dr.

Wayer has a distinguished career as a
minister of the gospel, having served the

following parishes: Ebenezer, Holland,
1904-1907; Bethany, Grand Rapids, 1907-

1919; First Reformed, Holland, 1919-
1939; First Reformed, Racine, Wisconsin,

1939-1949; and after his retirement from
the full-time ministry, an associate at

Hope Reformed, Holland for some time
following 1951.

In 1955 his alma mater, Hope College,
granted him the Doctor of Divinity de-
gree.

Mr. and Mrs. Wayer live at 26 E. 12th
Street in Holland, Michigan.

Class of 964

Presents Gift to Seminary
This year’s graduating class gave their

alma mater a set of four colored stoles
for the various periods of the church
year and four antependia with colors for

the various seasons of the church year,
to be used over the pulpit of the chapel
at the seminary. This lovely gift will

enable the seminary to lend emphasis to
the seasons of the church year.
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